
 
 

St Benet’s Catholic Primary School 

‘A happy and holy place of learning and the centre of a thriving community’ 

School email: stbenets@durhamlearning.net 

Teacher email: teachers@st-benets.durham.sch.uk 

Phone: 0191 4105857 

Twitter: @Stbenetsouston  

 

Newsletter:  02 December 2022 

‘The people walking in darkness 

 have seen a great light’ (Isaiah 9:2)  

Head Teacher News 

Dear Parents, Carers and Governors,  

After ten months away from St Benet’s, it has been wonderful to return to our lovely school this week. There have been many 

changes that have happened over the recent months, and it is comforting to see that our children’s friendships, behaviour and 

attitudes to learning have remained as exemplary as ever. The staff team continue to work collaboratively on matters of school 

improvement, putting the children’s learning and well-being at the heart of all that they do, and I am very proud of them.  

 

At the Friends of St Benet’s Craft Night this week, it was clear to see that our parental community remains very strong and 

supportive and it was a pleasure to catch up with some of our parents and carers. I look forward to meeting any families of those 

children who have joined our school this year at some of our upcoming events during this season of Advent. St Benet’s is a very 

special community and I am sure that we will all continue to work together to ensure the very best outcomes for our children.  

 

With very best wishes,  

 

Catherine Young 

Head teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for December: 

Friday 9th December – Christmas Jumper Day (see below) 

Friday 9th December – Christmas Dinner Day 

Monday 12th December – KS1 Nativity Play (2.15pm) 

Tuesday 13th December – Years 1-6 Pantomime Trip (am) 

Wednesday 14th December – Early Years Nativity Play (2.15pm) 

Wednesday 14th December – Friends of St Benet’s Christmas 

Movie Night (after school) 

Friday 16th December – Y5/6 Carol Service (2.30pm) 

Monday 19th December – Christmas Mass (9.15am) 

Monday 19th December – Early Years Christmas Party 

Tuesday 20th December – KS1 Christmas Party 

Wednesday 21st December – KS2 Christmas Party 

Wednesday 21st December – Early Years Theatre Trip 

Thursday 22nd December – Break up for Christmas 

Advent Week 2 

This Sunday, the second advent candle shall be lit on our 

Advent wreath. The second week of Advent is the candle 

of peace. This candle reminds us that the angels 

declared "peace on earth" at the birth of Jesus. Jesus 

offers us inner peace and peace with others.  

 

At St Joseph’s Church this Sunday 4th December, families 

are invited to come along to the Jesse Tree Service 

starting at 10am.  
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Nativity Performances 

This year, our KS1 and Early Years nativity 

performances shall be ticketed. Families shall 

receive tickets next week for each performance.  
 

SEN Coffee Morning – Friday 9th December 9.00am -10.30am 

We would like to invite parents and carers to join us in Caroline's Library on Friday 9th December for a SEN coffee morning. This 

will be an informal meeting where key messages regarding SEN will be shared and it is a chance to network with other parents in 

our community. We will also have the pleasure of Anthony Olsen, from the SEN Inclusion Team at the Bishop Wilkinson Catholic 

Education Trust, attending our morning to share the new and key messages of the organisation of SEN across our Trust schools. 

We would love to see as many of you as possible as this coffee morning is a part of our commitment and school offer to support 

every child. 

 

The purpose of our SEN coffee mornings is for you as parents and carers to realise you are not alone and that other parents 

probably have the same worries and concerns as you. It is also a forum to share your views on what our school does well to 

provide the best provision for your child, an opportunity to hear from agencies that may support your child as well as making sure 

you are supported too. We are working together in partnership and very much value your views and ideas. Thank you for your 

continued support.  

 

Punctuality Concerns 

We can all be late on a morning for various 

reasons. As a school, we have noticed that 

some children are repeatedly arriving late for 

school. This is having a detrimental effect on 

your child’s learning and can cause disruption 

to the school day for your child and others. The 

school bell rings at 8:55am and children should 

be in school by then. If punctuality remains a 

concern, the school will contact you to arrange 

a meeting to discuss your child’s punctuality 

and overall attendance.  

 

 

Christmas Jumper Day 

On Friday 9th December, we shall be celebrating Christmas 

Jumper Day in school. This year, we shall be supporting the 

Save the Children campaign. All staff and children are invited 

to wear a Christmas themed jumper on this day (with other 

items of non-uniform). Any donations are welcome to 

support this campaign and can be made via our JustGiving 

link below: 

 St Benets is fundraising for Save the Children (justgiving.com) 

Thank you for your support 😊 

 

 

 

 

Bring Wellies to School 

Mr McQueen has gauged some pupil voice about whether 

our children would like to use the field again during these 

winter months and the feedback was very positive. From 

Monday, children can access the field during playtimes but 

only if they have wellies in school to change into. Children 

must have wellies! A pair of trainers will not be accepted 

because they are not waterproof and have not supported 

the use of the field in the winter months previously. If your 

child has some wellies at home that they can bring to 

school for OPAL use, they can do so from Monday.  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/st-benets5

