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Dear Parents, Carers and Parishioners, 

 

HOUSE POINTS 

St Bede St Cuthbert St Hilda St Aidan 
Feast Days: 

25th May 

20th March 

17th November 

31st August 

    

Weekly total     

Running total     

Dear Parents, Carers and Parishioners, 

This week I heard one of our Year 6 saying, ‘team work makes the dream work’. There are times when 

that type of phrase can sound condescending and patronising; but not in the case of schools. Effective 

partnership is crucial in education: partnership between staff and parents, partnership with the parish 

and school, parents and parents, children and children, children and staff, governors and staff, gover-

nors and parents and colleagues . A school community is one large puzzle with everyone working  

together to promote learning, enhance the children’s experiences and keep them safe. This is achieved 

through good communication, by sharing skills and talents, understanding one another and supporting 

each other. We do this well at St. Benet’s, which is why living out our school motto, ‘A happy and holy 

place of learning and the centre of a thriving community’ comes so easily to our children and parents. 

A group of children from Year 5 and 6 are setting off for their residential trip to Howtown on Monday.  I 

hope that they all enjoy the experience and make memories which will last for life, and look forward to 

seeing them, and the staff, when they return, undoubtably looking a lot more tired than when they left.  

 I know that you will all be wonderful ambassadors for St Benet’s. 

I wish you all a restful and happy weekend and look forward to seeing you next week.  

Best wishes, 

David  Miller 
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October is Dyslexia awareness month 

Did you know that between 10-20% of children have dyslexia?  

October is Dyslexia awareness month and to help spread awareness, 

Nessy, an online Educational platform, is offering free access to a parent 

training session for the whole of this month. The sessions are compro-

mised of 20 short videos that include essential information you need to 

know about dyslexia. The videos are only 2-3 minutes long, so the infor-

mation is easy to understand and include lots of hints and tips of how to 

support your child. 

https://www.nessy.com/en-us/product/understanding-dyslexia-freeparent-edition-for-dyslexia-

awareness-month  

 

Macmillan Coffee Event 

Thank you for the donations for the Cake Sale in aid of cancer support 

and research charity, Macmillan. We are delighted to say that over £350 

was raised for the vital work carried out by Macmillan.   We had so many 

amazing donations it enabled us to share some with local charities PACT 

House, Stanley and Society of St Vincent De Paul—all the children really 

enjoyed tucking into a sweet treat! We really appreciate your support. 

People’s Kitchen 

On Friday 7th October volunteers came to collect all of the generous donations on our Non-Uniform Day. 

As part of our school commitment to social justice projects it was really amazing to see how many boxes 

were filled leaving our school community and heading off to such a worthy cause. Thank you again for 

your generosity and continued support.  

Parking  

Unfortunately, this week we have received complaints from local residents about the parking habits of 

some of our families. It should be everyone’s priority to ensure parking is safe, respectful and legal. Please 

pay particular attention to the property of our neighbours; it is our job to ensure that we are parking  

responsibly. Can we please all: 

• Never to park across drives, even for a few minutes;  

• Never to park on pavements in a way which prevents pedestrians, disabled users or parents with 

prams/pushchairs from using the pavement;  

• Never to park on corners and prevent a clear view for those crossing the road;   

• Never to stop on school keep clear markings or safer crossing place, even for a few minutes; and  

• Never to park in such a way as to block the road and prevent emergency vehicle access.  

Many thanks for your continued support with this and for helping to improve local road safety!  

https://www.nessy.com/en-us/product/understanding-dyslexia-freeparent-edition-for-dyslexia-awareness-month
https://www.nessy.com/en-us/product/understanding-dyslexia-freeparent-edition-for-dyslexia-awareness-month


 

Be green with your tech 

Devices like smartphones, tablets and computers aren’t quite as disposable as we’d like. Sometimes, 

they’re simply thrown away and end up as landfill; often, components such as lead or mercury contribute 

to pollution of our soil; and even if we think we’re being green by recycling, old tech can still be harmful 

to those people who physically handle it. 

Right now, humans aren’t living sustainably: we’re taking too many resources and not leaving the world in 

a fit state for future generations. Old tech products are a clear example: if we throw them away, the poi-

sonous lead and mercury inside can get into the food chain through the soil. Recycling tech, though, has 

its own issues: it’s often exported to countries where the law doesn’t protect people from hazards. Whole 

villages (including children) sort through discarded devices to remove useful parts and substances like 

gold, silver and copper – often putting their health at risk. Finding ways to re-use tech is the greenest op-

tion.  In the guide, you'll find tips on a number of tips such as donating your old devices to charity, reusing 

your smartphones and recycling the batteries. 



 

 

Positive Thinking 

Good news! Did you know that science suggests that positive thinking is a learnable skill?  

Three Good Things Exercise: Research suggests that thinking of, and listing, three good things each day 

can contribute to increased happiness in the short term and longer term. Even better, this exercise is sim-

ple to do. Just spend a few minutes each evening reflecting on the day until you think of three good 

things. Spread the positive vibes, and think about sharing your three things with those that you love!  

 

Don’t forget: 

“Be fantastically positive and militantly optimistic.   

If something is not to your liking, change your liking” 

Rick Steeves 



 

 

 

 

 

E-Safety Tip of the Week - BeReal. 

 

What is BeReal?  

BeReal is a new social media app. It notifies you once a day to upload an image of what you are doing. 

Once you receive the notification, you have two mins to capture and share what you are doing at that 

moment. All your friends post at the exact same time. Once you have posted, you can then see what your 

friends have posted. If you don’t post your BeReal, then you can’t see your friend’s BeReals from that day 

or access the discovery tab.  

 

What age should I be?  

You must be at least 12 to use BeReal. BeReal is rated as 12+ by the App store and rated for Teens on 

Google Play. Users add their date of birth to register (no age verification takes place) although users do 

need to add a mobile number. What else do I need to be aware of? BeReal is private by default and only 

visible to your friends. However, it is possible to share with all users by selecting the public option. If se-

lected, your BeReal will appear in the Discovery tab for all users to see and interact with.  

There is also an option to share your location. If you don’t enable your location, then you can’t see other 

user’s locations. Chat to your child about location sharing as it is important that your child understands 

the risk of location sharing and when it may be appropriate to share.  

Discovery tab:  This is the area where you can view all other BeReals that have been made public (if you 

have posted that day). There is an element of risk that your child may see an inappropriate image de-

pending on what others have uploaded.  

 

How to report  

You can report a BeReal or a user by clicking on the three dots (next to the BeReal or user) to report. You 

can then choose whether you think the BeReal is undesirable or if it is inappropriate. You can block users 

on Android but not on iOS (BeReal have said this functionality will be available soon). People you have 

accepted as ‘friends’ can be deleted at any time. If your child is using BeReal then talk to them about 

what they are sharing on BeReal and check that they know how to use the reporting tools available.  

 

Further information:  

https://www.childnet.com/blog/bereal-a-guide-for-parents-and-carersabout-the-new-social-media-app  

Article 19:  The right to be protected from all forms of harm  

https://www.childnet.com/blog/bereal-a-guide-for-parents-and-carersabout-the-new-social-media-app


 

Ask your child 

We’re sure you all ask your children what they have learned at school every day.  

We’re also sure that the depth of answers that you receive will also vary, with 

some children saying, ‘nothing’.  To help aid your discussions, each week in the 

newsletter we will include a starter question that will help your child to talk about 

what they have been learning that week in school.  Try it tonight. 

The Gospel in Church -  Sunday 14th October 

Jesus wanted to teach his disciples that they should always pray and never give 

up. So he told them a story. Jesus said, “There was a judge in a certain town 

who had neither fear of God nor respect for any other person. In the same town 

there was a widow who kept on coming to him and saying, ‘I want justice from 

you against my enemy!’ For a long time the judge refused, but at last he said to 

himself, ‘Maybe I have neither fear of God nor respect for any other person, but 

since she keeps pestering me I must give this widow her just rights, or she will 

continue coming and worry me to death.’” Then Jesus said, “If even the unjust 

judge eventually helped this woman who didn’t give up, then how much more 

will God, who is good, help those who pray to him every day.”  

Luke 18: 1-8  

Nursery  

Reception  

Year 1  

Year 2  

Year 3  

Year 4  

Year 5  

Year 6  

Article 14:  The right of freedom of thought, belief and religion  



 

Date Event Time Parents Invited 

Friday 23rd September Yr R and Yr 6 Welcome Liturgy 9.15am Yes 

Friday 30th September Macmillan Coffee morning AM No 

Friday 30th September Year 5 Prayer and Liturgy 9.15am Yes 

Monday 3rd October Harvest Mass 9.15am Yes 

Friday 7th October CAFOD Day (non-uniform day) All day No 

Friday 7th October Year 4 Prayer and Liturgy 9.15am Yes 

Friday 14th October Year 3 Prayer and Liturgy 9.15am Yes 

Friday 21st October Year 2 Prayer and Liturgy 9.15am Yes 

Friday 21st October Walk and Talk Trust Day  

(non-uniform day)  

Link for donations to follow 

All day No 

Wednesday 2nd November Interim Reports sent out  No 

Friday 4th November KS2 Family Maths learning sessions 9:15am—11:15am Yes 

Friday 4th November Year 1 Prayer and Liturgy 9.15am Yes 

Monday 7th November  Parent’s Evening 2:30pm—5:30pm Yes 

Tuesday 8th November  Parent’s Evening 2:30pm—5:30pm Yes 

Wednesday 9th November  KS2 SATs information meeting 9:15am –11:00am Yes 

Wednesday 16th November KS1 SATs information meeting 9:15am –11:00am Yes 

Wednesday  16th November Children in Need (non-uniform day) All day No 

Friday 18th November Year R Prayer and Liturgy 9.15am Yes 

Friday 25th November  Year 3 and Year 4 Advent service 2..15PM Yes 

Friday 9th December Christmas dinner day  

(Christmas jumpers to be worn) 

12:00pm No 

Monday 12th December KS1 Nativity play 2:30pm Yes 

Tuesday 13th December Yearr 1—Year 6 Christmas PANTO  

(Christmas jumpers to be worn) 

AM No 

Wednesday 14th December Nursery Nativity Play 2.15PM Yes 

Friday 16th December Year 5 and Year 6 Carol Service 2.15PM Yes 

Monday 19th December Christmas Mass 9.15am Yes 

Monday 19th December Year N and Year R Christmas parties AM & PM No 

Tuesday 20th December Year 1 and Year 2 Christmas parties PM No 

Wednesday 21st December Whole school Christmas Mass 9.15am Yes 

Wednesday 21st December KS2 (Y3-6) Christmas parties PM No 

Thursday 22nd December  End of term 3:30pm Yes 



 

The Adventures of Harry Stevenson #2: Guinea Pig Superstar 
 

Harry Stevenson likes nothing more than eating, sleeping, and dreaming about eating. When he is awake 
he gets into all sorts of mischief. When Harry’s owner Billy takes him into school for show and tell, events 
take a rather surprising turn. And a day at the Grand Hotel for the Grand Gala sees Harry up to his whisk-
ers in crime… 
 
Page Count:  224 
Age:  Year 1 and 2 
Genre:  Humour 
Themes:  Crime, animals, friendship, school 
 
'a word about books' says…  “I’m a big fan of this sweet, fast-paced adventure story. Guinea pig owners 
and pet lovers will love reading about this carrot-munching, pop-corning ginger bundle of joy. It is per-
fect for fans of Claude by Alex T. Smith and Piggy Handsome by Pip Jones.” 

Agent Zaiba Investigates #2: The Posion Plot 
 

The whole community is excited for the Beckley School Summer Fete. But when Ms. Goremain, the new 
headteacher, is poisoned during the ultra competitive Bake-Off, Agent Zaiba must put her detective skills 
into action. The crime scene is a mess and there are many suspects who all have motive to harm Ms. 
Goremain.  Someone is out for revenge and no-one is above suspicion… 
 
Page Count:  256 
Age:  Year 3 and 4 
Genre:  Mystery, crime 
Themes:  School, friendship, family, food, diversity, BAME 
 
'a word about books' says…  “Agent Zaiba, my favourite British-Pakistani heroine is back and doing 
what she does best in a great little mystery read. Amateur sleuths will have great fun trying to piece 
together the clues and trying to unravel the mystery.” 

Adventures on Trains #4: Danger at Dead Man's Pass 
 

Hal is thrilled when Uncle Nat appears at the start of the Easter holidays. Having received a letter from an 
old friend asking for help, the duo head off to the Harz mountains to investigate a family curse and a 
strange death. With Uncle Nat acting suspiciously and a family shrouded in mystery, can Hal uncover the 
secret of Dead Man’s Pass and the family curse before it strikes again… 
 
Page Count:  288 
Age:  Year 5 and 6 
Genre:  Adventure, mystery, crime, thriller 
Themes:  Travel, family, friendship, folklore, myths 
 
'a word about books' says…  "Darker and more sinister than its predecessors with curses, family feuds, 
undercover detectives, secret spies, a missing will, codes that need to be cracked and a cold and calcu-
lating villain. It is full steam ahead in the series that keeps on giving." 

Visit: https://www.awordaboutbooks.com/  to read more reviews from an experienced teacher! 

https://www.awordaboutbooks.com/


 

Attendance this week  

Our expectations on attendance must remain strong and, as the parent community know, we take this 

part of our job very seriously indeed. We will be contacting parents/carers of those children who are per-

sistently absent, this means any child with an attendance percentage of 90% or less.  

During Parents consultation meetings the class teacher will highlight your child’s attendance. Where does 

your child fit on this ladder?  

Article 28:  The right to an education 

Year  Attendance this week: 

R  

1  

2  

3  

4  

5  

6  

 Weekly Overall Attendance:   

Yearly Running Total:   

Attendance warning letters will be sent out for 

any child whose attendance drops below 90%.  

This will be followed with an invitation to come 

into school to see what we can do to support you 

in improving your child’s attendance. 

This is a supportive process, and we will leave no 

stone unturned to support your child. 

Please do not be upset if you receive a letter.  We 

would not be supporting you, or trying hard 

enough, if you did not receive one when your 

child’s attendance is less than 90% 



 

Special mentions in the newsletter 

We would love to see all your birthday pho-

tos, achievements, sports awards and acts of 

kindness  

stbenets@durhamlearning.net  

Name all e-mails BLOG 

We couldn’t have a newsletter without you, 

so please get involved and share what is hap-

pening outside of school. 

Gold Book Winners  

Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

       

 

Reading Maths Writer Friend 

    

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fpriorsmillbillingham.co.uk%2Fstockton%2Fprimary%2Fpriorsmill%2Farenas%2Fwebsitecontent%2Fweb%2Fall-star-sports-clipart-cliparthut-free-clipart-clipart-star-621_648.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fpriorsmil


 

Road safety 

Please click here to access some very important road safety resources.  Please take some time this week-

end to talk to your child about the importance of road safety.  There are lots of information, posters and 

videos that will help to promote the important message of road safety.  Thank you. 

https://www.roadsafetyweek.org/tools-resources/2-uncategorised/68-resources-for-children

