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Dear Parents, Carers and Parishioners, 

 

HOUSE POINTS 

St Bede St Cuthbert St Hilda St Aidan 
Feast Days: 

25th May 

20th March 

17th November 

31st August 

    

Weekly total     

Running total     

Dear Parents, Carers and Parishioners, 

We have had a wonderful second week here at St Benet’s.  The time is quickly disappearing but please 

keeping checking our dairy dates for all the magical events happening soon.  

I have visited classes throughout the week and observed the wonderful learning taking place. Children are 

engaged in activities and enjoying the challenges their teachers present to them.  

I am extremely impressed with how children have been conducting themselves around school. I have 

seen some fantastic examples of children showing kindness, empathy and respect to each other.  

Wishing you a lovely weekend,  

David 

 

Extra Curricular success 

Sally and Molly from Year 4, joined Birtley Town Tornadoes Football 

Team in 2021 and have played with the team for the last season.  

Molly was awarded "Most Improved Player," and Sally was awarded 

"Manager’s Player of the Season" at their presentation night!!!  

Tremendous achievements from both girls - we are all exceptionally 

proud of your efforts.  Well done.  
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Tips for supporting children with grief 

With the sad news about Queen Elizabeth II and the constant media coverage about her funeral and  

legacy some children may be feeling overwhelmed and may do so for the weeks to come. It is possible 

that they are grieving for our late monarch or that her death brings back memories of a time when they 

have lost someone dear to them. With this in mind, there are many resources available for parents and 

carers, including one produced by the National College. This leaflet is attached to the newsletter for your 

perusal. If you feel that your child needs further support please do not hesitate to speak to one of the 

schools’ senior teachers or your child’s class teacher.  



 

Upcoming events 

We have some new diary dates added to our calendar.  Here is a little bit about what is happening soon... 

 

Macmillan coffee morning 

Many people within the community have been affected by cancer so this cause 

is close to a great number of people’s hearts.  There will be a cake sale in the 

school hall on Friday 30th September.  To help make this event the  

overwhelming success it has been in previous years we are again asking, if at 

all possible, for cakes and buns to be donated; these can be handed into 

school on the morning of the event. All children will then be able to purchase a 

cake/bun during the morning.   Thank you for your continued support.  

 

CAFOD Fast Day 

                                                 As part of the school’s commitment to social justice projects and living out our 

mission statement, we will be having a special non-uniform day on Friday 7th 

October to support CAFOD.  As with previous years, the school will be sup-

porting the People’s Kitchen.  It would be wonderful if you could donate either 

tea, coffee or a tined item.  However, please feel under no obligation to do so 

as we recognise the impact of the cost of living crisis.  Thank you advance for 

your generosity and continued support. 

 

The Big Smile 

                                              This is a wonderful charity that does so much great work.  St Benet’s is part of 

the ‘Home Walk Project’ which not only gets children healthy, promotes positive 

mental health but will also provide a pair of walking books for every child in Year 

5.  We are again asking for your support with this project.  Friday 21st October 

will be special non-uniform day for the  

children.  Any donations would be greatly appreciated but certainly no more 

than £1.  Mrs Finley will be forwarded a special payment link if you would like to 

make a donation.  Thank you advance for your generosity and continued sup-

port. 
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Does your partner, ex-partner or someone you live with: 

• cut you off from family and friends and intentionally isolate you? 

• bully, threaten, or control you? 

• take control of your finances? 

• monitor or limit your use of technology? 

• physically and/or sexually abuse you? 
 

Domestic abuse is not always physical violence. It can also include: 

• coercive control and ‘gaslighting’ 

• economic abuse 

• online abuse 

• threats and intimidation 

• emotional abuse 

• sexual abuse 
 

Anyone can be a victim of domestic abuse, regardless of gender, age, ethnicity, religion, socio-

economic status, sexuality or background. If you believe that you are a victim of domestic abuse, there 

are signs that you can look out for including:  

• being withdrawn, or being isolated from your family and friends 

• having bruises, burns or bite marks on you 

• having your finances controlled, or not being given enough to buy food, medication or pay bills 

• not being allowed to leave your house, or stopped from going to college or work 

• having your internet or social media use monitored, or someone else reading your texts, emails or 

letters 

• being repeatedly belittled, put down or told you are worthless 

• being pressured into sex or sexual contact 

• being told that abuse is your fault, or that you’re overreacting 

See more signs to look for.  

 

Get help and support 

All forms of domestic abuse are not acceptable in any situation.  If you’re experiencing domestic abuse 

and feel frightened of, or controlled by, a partner, an ex-partner or family member, it’s important to re-

member that it’s not your fault and there is no shame in seeking help.  It may seem like a difficult step to 

take, but there is support available and #YouAreNot Alone.  Free, confidential support and advice is avail-

able to victims and their concerned family members or friends, 24 hours a day. 

Refugees National Domestic Abuse Helpline  

0808 2000 247  

Refuge for women (for women and children against domestic violence) Online live chat 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/domestic-abuse-recognise-the-signs/domestic-abuse-recognise-the-signs#how-to-recognise-domestic-abuse-in-a-relationship
https://www.nationaldahelpline.org.uk/
https://www.nationaldahelpline.org.uk/Chat-to-us-online


 

 

 

 

 

E-Safety Tip of the Week - RoBlox 

Over the past decade, Roblox 

has become one of the 

world’s most popular 

platforms for young gamers. 

It’s certainly among the most 

commercially successful: dur-

ing one three-month period 

in 2020, for example, players 

spent a staggering £200 mil-

lion on in-game purchases. 

The possible financial costs, 

however, aren’t the only area 

to have caused concern. 

How are some sections of 

Roblox unsuitable for young 

players? Why aren’t private 

or VIP servers a water-tight 

defence against strangers? 

Who are ODers and why 

should children be wary of 

them? Why is it a good idea 

to disable the private mes-

saging function? 

On the one hand, Roblox en-

courages creativity and 

teaches game design. On the 

other, however, it’s dogged 

by reports of inappropriate 

content and online preda-

tors. The platform aims to 

provide a child-friendly envi-

ronment, but with the major-

ity of Roblox players being 

under 13, the worries are 

easily understandable. 

Article 19:  The right to be protected from all forms of harm  



 

 

 

 

NSPCC Guidance 

Online safety hub 

You may also like to visit the NSPCC Online Safety Hub where you will find advice and information on a 

range of different online safety topics including gaming, social media, sharing nudes, parental controls 

and more. 

You will also find online safety information for families of children with additional needs and disabilities. 

We have worked with Ambitious about Autism and parents and carers who have children with additional 

needs and disabilities to create activities to help talk about online safety which you can find at 

www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping- children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-families- children-with-send. 

 

Childline Under 12’s website 

Childline also have a website with age appropriate advice for primary school children on topics such as 

bullying. It also has games and other interactive tools. Your child can visit it at www.childline.org.uk/kids. 

If you’d like to know more about the NSPCC’s work, or take a look at the wide range of information and 

advice which is available for parents and carers, please visit their website www.nspcc.org.uk/parents. 

 

Talking PANTS with your children 

Talk PANTS is a simple conversation to help keep your child safe from sexual abuse. From P through to S, 

each letter of PANTS provides a simple but valuable rule that can help keep your child safe. You can find 

out more and download the free resources at www.nspcc.org.uk/ pants. 

Penguin and Ladybird have partnered with the NSPCC to create a brand new Pantosaurus book aimed at 

children ages 4 - 8. You can find copies of the new book on sale, either in Matalan’s selected stores and 

online, selected SPAR stores or at https://shop.nspcc.org.uk/. All profits from the sale of this book will 

support the NSPCC. 

 

Adapted assembly for home use 

The NSPCC has also developed an adapted version of their assembly for parents/carers to use at home 

with their children. This can be found here: www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for- par-

ents/safety. With the help of celebrities, the film focuses on how a child can get support if they have any 

worries or concerns. 

To complement the assembly, there are some resources that can be used to enable further discussion 

whilst doing activities with your children. These are hosted on the NSPCC website www.nspcc.org.uk/

activities. 

Article 19:  The right to be protected from all forms of harm  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety
Online%20safety%20hub
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http://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-%20parents/safety
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-%20parents/safety
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/activities
http://www.nspcc.org.uk/activities


 

Ask your child 

We’re sure you all ask your children what they have learned at school every day.  

We’re also sure that the depth of answers that you receive will also vary, with 

some children saying, ‘nothing’.  To help aid your discussions, each week in the 

newsletter we will include a starter question that will help your child to talk about 

what they have been learning that week in school.  Try it tonight. 

The Gospel in Church -  Sunday 25th September 

Jesus said to the Pharisees: “There was a rich man who used to dress in purple 

and fine linen and feast magnificently every day. And at his gate there lay a 

poor man called Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to fill himself with the 

scraps that fell from the rich man’s table. Dogs even came and licked his sores. 

Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to the bosom of 

Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. He looked up from Hades and 

saw Abraham a long way off with Lazarus in his bosom. So he cried out, ‘Father 

Abraham, pity me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool 

my tongue, for I am suffering in this heat.’ ‘My son,’ Abraham replied, 

’remember that during your life good things came your way, just as bad things 

came the way of Lazarus. Now he is being comforted here.’”  

Adapted from Luke 16:19-31  

Nursery What do you like doing at Nursery? 

Reception Can you find groups of threes in your home? 

Year 1 What is a Psalm? 

Year 2 Can you describe what a human needs to grow? 

Year 3 In History, what was the Land Bridge and what did it connect?  

Year 4 Can you name four of Jesus’ ancestors? 

Year 5  

Year 6 Can you write 265,853 in words? 

Article 14:  The right of freedom of thought, belief and religion  



 Please check each week as new dates may 
be added or revisions made — these will 

be shown in red. 

Date Event Time Parents Invited 

Friday 23rd September Yr R and Yr 6 Welcome Liturgy 9.15am Yes 

Friday 30th September Macmillan Coffee morning AM No 

Friday 30th September Year 5 Prayer and Liturgy 9.15am Yes 

Monday 3rd October Harvest Mass 9.15am Yes 

Friday 7th October CAFOD Day (non-uniform day) All day No 

Friday 7th October Year 4 Prayer and Liturgy 9.15am Yes 

Friday 14th October Year 3 Prayer and Liturgy 9.15am Yes 

Friday 21st October Year 2 Prayer and Liturgy 9.15am Yes 

Friday 21st October Walk and Talk Trust Day  

(non-uniform day) 

All day No 

Wednesday 2nd November Interim Reports sent out  No 

Friday 4th November KS2 Family Maths learning sessions 9:15am—11:15am Yes 

Friday 4th November Year 1 Prayer and Liturgy 9.15am Yes 

Monday 7th November  Parent’s Evening 2:30pm—5:30pm Yes 

Tuesday 8th November  Parent’s Evening 2:30pm—5:30pm Yes 

Wednesday 9th November  KS2 SATs information meeting 9:15am –11:00am Yes 

Wednesday 16th November KS1 SATs information meeting 9:15am –11:00am Yes 

Wednesday  16th November Children in Need (non-uniform day) All day No 

Friday 18th November Yr R Prayer and Liturgy 9.15am Yes 

Friday 25th November  Year 3 and Yr 4 Advent service 2..15PM Yes 

Friday 9th December Christmas dinner day  

(Christmas jumpers to be worn) 

12:00pm No 

Monday 12th December KS1 Nativity play 2:30pm Yes 

Tuesday 13th December Yr 1—Yr 6 Christmas PANTO  

(Christmas jumpers to be worn) 

AM No 

Wednesday 14th December Nursery Nativity Play 2.15PM Yes 

Friday 16th December Yr 5 and Yr 6 Carol Service 2.15PM Yes 

Monday 19th December Christmas Mass 9.15am Yes 

Monday 19th December Yr N and Yr R Christmas parties AM & PM No 

Tuesday 20th December Year 1 and Yr 2 Christmas parties PM No 

Wednesday 21st December Whole school Christmas mass 9.15am Yes 

Wednesday 21st December KS2 Christmas parties PM No 

Friday 23rd December  End of term   



 

Adventure Duck vs Power Pug 
 

Duck was not looking for adventure. He was quite content lazing around, raiding bins for leftovers and 
eating soggy bread. But then a meteorite crashed into his pond and he gained some extraordinary super-
powers. And he’s not the only one to gain new powers. A canine with evil plans has been affected too and 
now Adventure Duck must save the world… 
 
Page Count:  144  
Age:  Year 1 and 2 
Genre:  Adventure 
Themes:  Animals, humour 
 
'a word about books' says…  "Adventure Duck and his nemesis Power Pug deliver an action-packed ad-
venture story with plenty of wise-cracks, some egg-ceedingly bad jokes and some quacking puns that 
will keep both children and adults entertained." 

The Adventures of Team POM: Squid Happens 
 

Ruby, Agnes and Roberta are Team POM. Their first project is to become synchronised swim champions 
like the Diving Divas. Things are going badly until Cyd the squid appears. But the Diving Divas are up to no 
good and their shady looking bosses are determined to get their clutches on Cyd. Will Team POM sink or 
swim? And who will end up with squid ink on their face… 
 
Page Count:  96 
Age:  Year 3 and 4 
Genre:  Graphic Novel 
Themes:  Friendship, humour 
 
'a word about books' says…  “I’m not squidding you when I say that Isabel Roxas’ imagination is a wacky 
place to be and I want to join Team POM. This first in a new series of graphic novels is a fun one to dive 
into with its outrageous storyline and ridiculous sequence of events." 

Adventures on Trains #2: Kidnap on the California Comet 
 

Hal Beckett is thrilled when Uncle Nat whisks him away for a three-day journey across sweeping American 
landscapes aboard the California Comet. When Marianne Reza, the daughter of a tech-billionaire, is kid-
napped, Hal finds himself at the centre of another mystery. But can he uncover who is behind the kidnap-
ping before the train reaches its destination and the criminals escape… 
 
Page Count:  256 
Age:  Year 5 and 6  
Genre:  Adventure, mystery, crime, thriller 
Themes:  Travel, family, friendship 
 
'a word about books' says…  "This is a passenger announcement for all those travelling aboard the Cali-
fornia Comet from Chicago to San Francisco, Sam Sedgman and M. G. Leonard deliver an irresistible 
middle-grade mystery and a wonderful ode to the joys of train travel." 

Visit: https://www.awordaboutbooks.com/  to read more reviews from an experienced teacher! 

https://www.awordaboutbooks.com/


 

Attendance this week  

Our expectations on attendance must remain strong and, as the parent community know, we take this 

part of our job very seriously indeed. We will be contacting parents/carers of those children who are per-

sistently absent, this means any child with an attendance percentage of 90% or less.  

During Parents consultation meetings the class teacher will highlight your child’s attendance. Where does 

your child fit on this ladder?  

Article 28:  The right to an education 

Year  Attendance this week: 

R  

1  

2  

3  

4  

5  

6  

 Weekly Overall Attendance:   

Yearly Running Total:   

Attendance warning letters will be sent out for 

any child whose attendance drops below 90%.  

This will be followed with an invitation to come 

into school to see what we can do to support you 

in improving your child’s attendance. 

This is a supportive process, and we will leave no 

stone unturned to support your child. 

Please do not be upset if you receive a letter.  We 

would not be supporting you, or trying hard 

enough, if you did not receive one when your 

child’s attendance is less than 90% 



 

Special mentions in the newsletter 

We would love to see all your birthday pho-

tos, achievements, sports awards and acts of 

kindness  

stbenets@durhamlearning.net  

Name all e-mails BLOG 

We couldn’t have a newsletter without you, 

so please get involved and share what is hap-

pening outside of school. 

Gold Book Winners  

Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

       

 

Reading Maths Writer Friend 
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