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Dear Parents, Carers and Parishioners, 

What a wonderful week it has been! The sun is shining, the children have been happily playing in the play-

ground (safely in this heat!) and it is a joy to hear their laughter.  

Please make a note of all the events coming up as we fast approach the end of the school year.  

I have recently received a number of applications for exceptional leave for family holidays. Please be 

aware, I am unable to authorise family holiday during term times. Whilst I understand that holiday prices 

rise significantly in the school holidays and families have not had a chance to travel abroad for several 

years, these do not constitute 'exceptional circumstances'. Good attendance at school is vital for all chil-

dren to make good progress and reach their potential. Schools, and particularly Headteachers, are under 

significant pressure from the Government and the Local Authority to ensure attendance of all pupils is 

good. Thank you for your understanding and continued support in this matter.  

 

Dog Safety 

Following a number of incidents involving dogs and young children in the county, 

we have been asked to promote the dog safety code.  Although you may feel that 

your dog is ‘friendly’, any dog can bite and the consequences can be catastrophic.  

Please note that dogs are NOT permitted on the school grounds (with the excep-

tion of support dogs) and we ask that you keep your dog on a lead at drop off or 

pick up.  Please note that dogs can NOT be carried onto the school grounds at any 

time.  Thank you for your understanding in this matter. 

 

Thank you 

A massive thank you to our wonderful Year 6 children who 

represented St Benet’s wonderfully on their residential trip 

to Alton Towers.  The behaviour and manners of our children 

were second to none.  It was a pleasure to spend some time 

with them and to see them all having fun.  Thank you to the 

children for being superstars, and for the parents for being 

so understanding, especially with our delayed return. 



 

Twitter 

We would like to remind everyone to follow St 

Benet’s on Twitter.  This is a wonderful site 

where the staff upload photos and tweets on a 

daily basis.  There is no better way to find out 

what is happening in school everyday.  These 

can also be used as a conversation starter at 

home to explore your child’s learning. 

 

EYFS Sports Day 

What sporting stars.  Here is some of the fun from our EYFS Sports Day.  Check out Twitter for more. 

HOUSE POINTS 

St Bede St Cuthbert St Hilda St Aidan 
Feast Days: 

25th May 

20th March 

17th November 

31st August 

    

Weekly total 479 343 431 438 

Running total 9407 7196 7963 7318 

Correction 

Apologies, the ‘New to Year 1’ and ‘New to Year 3’ transition meetings will actually start at 3:30pm.  

These meetings will take place in the classrooms after the children have been dismissed.  Please enter via 

the classroom doors on the yard. 

Apologies for the inconvenience of citing the incorrect start time. 
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For more information on keeping children safe online and in the app store visit: 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ 

www.parentzone.org.uk/ 

www.internetmatters.org 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com 

 

Smart Crew 

These cartoons illustrate 5 e-safety SMART rules and include a real life SMART Crew of young people, who 

guide the cartoon characters in their quest, and help them make safe online decisions. https://

www.childnet.com/resources/the- adventures-of-kara-winston-and-the-smart-crew/ 

 

Smartie the Penguin 

An e-safety story for 3 to 7 year olds. Join in with Daddy Penguin’s song and follow the adventures of 

Smartie and Daddy Penguin as Smartie learns how to be safe on the internet. https://www.childnet.com/

resources/smartie-the- penguin/ 

 

Prayer 
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Healthy Friendships  

Did you know?  

There is actually an annual day to celebrate your best friends – that dates back to the 1930s! It was on 

8th June and we think this is worth a mention for several reasons. Friendships are crucial to good mental 

health and wellbeing: they can give us a sense of belonging and purpose, reduce our stress levels and in-

crease our happiness, help us cope with difficult life events, put our problems into perspective and bring 

out the best in us by helping us to adopt healthy habits and avoid the things that have a negative impact 

on our health. But did you know that according to Aristotle (who was thinking about friendship way be-

fore national best friends day existed), there are three types of friends you will have in your life?  

 

Changing times  

One of these friendship types are ‘friends of utility’. These friendships are based around mutual benefit – 

for example you are in the same class or group. However, once the circumstance changes, so does the 

friendship. Whilst friends are important to our wellbeing, not all friendships are meant to last forever and 

understanding this can help our children and young people through times of transition. Often this type of 

shift is experienced when they move to secondary school and friendship groups change. Knowing that 

this is normal can help with the feelings of sadness which often accompany change.  

 

Choose wisely  

‘Friendships of pleasure’ are the second group – these tend to be more common among younger people 

and are often the most short-lived friendships. These friendships are based around enjoyment of a 

shared interest. For young people who are still exploring what makes them tick and what their interests 

are, their friendship groups might be liable to change. However, just as friends can bring out the best in 

you and encourage healthy habits, the reverse is also true. It can be helpful to make young people aware 

of this and encourage them to carefully consider the friendship groups they opt into.  

 

Character friends  

‘Friendships of virtue’ are what we might call character friends. These friendships are based on shared 

values and are about wanting the best for the other person. They weather growth and change and in-

clude the best elements of the other types of friendship but also have the benefit depth and intimacy. 

Whilst we all want these types of friends, they take time and conscious effort to cultivate. Therefore, chil-

dren are unlikely to snag themselves a character friend on the first day of school. However, what they can 

do is know what is important to them and look for those qualities in their friends.  



 

 

 

 

 

 E-Safety Tip of the Week –  Social Media  

Social media is a website or app that enables users to communicate and engage with others online. Users 

can share information such as posts, pictures, or videos, and users can respond through varying levels of 

engagement such as comments, reactions, or ‘likes’. Here are a few tips to consider:  

1. Know what privacy features are available: There are a range of privacy features and parental con-

trols you can set up on social media accounts. These often include preventing unwanted contact 

from strangers and limiting the exposure of posts. Consider what restrictions work best for your 

family, ensure age restrictions are adhered to, develop understanding within the household of safer 

internet use and consider how privacy features could be lifted as time goes on.  

2. Have a conversation: Social media gives a lot of freedom towards how children and young people 

express themselves. It’s important to discuss the risks associated with engaging with strangers 

online, giving out too much personal information, sharing content that may be harmful or posting 

content that can damage someone’s reputation. Discussing these areas can help them navigate so-

cial media in a way that allows them to experience the benefits whilst also being aware of the po-

tential risks.  

3. Be available to talk: Children and young people can encounter issues online that may cause upset 

or panic. Ensure that you or someone you trust is available to talk to them no matter what issue 

they may be having. Try to help them resolve the problem without causing more worry and know 

where to go for further support if the situation calls for it e.g. correct reporting channels and help-

lines such as Childline etc. Allowing family members to feel confident to come forward for support 

can help prevent problems from growing.  

4. Prioritise wellbeing: Social media can offer many benefits towards children and young people 

throughout their development but it can sometimes bring negative effects that may result in poor 

mental health if not managed correctly. Ensure rules and boundaries are in place at home to make 

sure family members are able to step away from social media and enjoy family time offline. Main-

tain a healthy offline/ online balance and know when to put devices down.  

Further guidance can be found at https://saferinternet.org.uk/online-issue/social-media-3  

Article 19:  The right to be protected from all forms of harm  

Joke of the Week 

How do you make an octopus laugh? With ten-tickles!  

What did the sink say to the toilet? Wow, you look really flushed!  

Why was 6 afraid of 7? Because 7, 8, 9!  

Why was the broom late? It over-swept! 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/online-issue/social-media-3


 

Ask your child 

We’re sure you all ask your children what they have learned at school every day.  

We’re also sure that the depth of answers that you receive will also vary, with 

some children saying, ‘nothing’.  To help aid your discussions, each week in the 

newsletter we will include a starter question that will help your child to talk about 

what they have been learning that week in school.  Try it tonight. 

The Gospel in Church -  Sunday 26th June 

As the time drew near for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely took the 

road for Jerusalem and sent messengers ahead of him. These set out, and they went 

into a Samaritan village to make preparations for him, but the people would not re-

ceive him because he was making for Jerusalem. So they went off to another village. 

As they travelled along they met a man on the road who said to Jesus, “I will follow 

you wherever you go.” Jesus answered, “Foxes have holes and the birds of the air 

have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” Another to whom he 

said, “Follow me,” replied, “I will follow you, sir, but first let me go and say good-bye 

to my people at home.” Jesus said to him, “Once the hand is laid on the plough, no 

one who looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”  

Luke 9:51-62  

Nursery What does a caterpillar build around itself before becoming a butterfly?  

Reception What does it mean to be a good friend?  

Year 1 What are the countries in the United Kingdom?  

Year 2 Can you name different types of habitat and what you might find there?  

Year 3 What is the Sacrament of Reconciliation?  

Year 4 What happens when the land meets the sea?  

Year 5 What is your opinion on our new class novel, Boy in the Tower, by Polly Ho-Yen?  

Year 6 What is an algorithm? (coding)  

Article 14:  The right of freedom of thought, belief and religion  



 



 Please check each week as new dates may 
be added or revisions made — these will 

be shown in red. 

Date Event Time Parents Invited 

Wednesday 18th May Year 4 Forest School PM No 

Thursday 19th May Reception Forest School PM No 

Friday 20th May Friends of St. Benet’s Coffee Morning AM Yes 

Friday 20th May Year 5 Forest School PM No 

Monday 23rd May Art Week All Week No 

Tuesday 24th May Year 5 Kensuke Kingdom (In School) All Day No 

Tuesday 24th May Year 6 Forest School PM No 

Wednesday 25th May Year 2 Forest School PM No 

Friday 27th May Garden Party PM No 

Friday 27th May Year 5 & 6 Ultimate Frisbee PM No 

Friday 10th June Year 6 - Seeing is Believing 1:15pm Yes 

Monday 13th June Year 1 - Seeing is Believing 1:15pm Yes 

Tuesday 14th June Year 2 - Seeing is Believing 1:15pm Yes 

Wednesday 15th June Year 3 - Seeing is Believing 1:15pm Yes 

Thursday 16th June Year 4 - Seeing is Believing 1:15pm Yes 

Friday 17th June Year 5 - Seeing is Believing 1:15pm Yes 

w/b Monday 20th June Sports Week All Week No 

Wednesday 22nd June EYFS Sports Day AM Yes 

Wednesday 22nd June Sports Day (Refreshments, Raffle and 

Tombola)  

AM Yes 

Friday 24th June KS1 & KS2 Sports Day AM Yes 

Friday 24th June Sports Day (Refreshments, Raffle and 

Tombola)  

AM Yes 

Wednesday 29th June Year 5 Enrichment Day All Day No 

Thursday 30th June Year 6 - YMT Youth Festival All Day No 

Monday 4th July ‘New to Year 1’ - Transition Meetings 3:30pm & 4:15pm Yes 

Wednesday 6th July ‘New to Year 3’ - Transition Meetings 3:30pm & 4:15pm Yes 

Wednesday 13th July Year 2 - KS1 Graduation Assembly 2:30pm Yes 

Thursday 14th July Year R Celebration Liturgy 2:30pm Yes 

Thursday 14th July 14th July - Summer Disco  Afterschool No 

Wednesday 20th July  Year 6 Leavers Mass 9:15am Yes 

Friday 22nd July Year 6 Leavers Assembly 2:00pm Yes 



 

Arlo & Pips #1: King of the Birds 
 

Arlo the crow has it all going on; he is drop dead gorgeous, incredibly smart, a brilliant impersonator, a 
talented actor and a collector of shiny things. He likes nothing more than bragging about how wonderful 
he is and wants his new mate Pips to hear all about it. Yellow songbird Pips isn’t so sure that Arlo is the 
‘king of the birds’. Will friendship bloom or will Arlo’s boasting leave Pips with his feathers in a flap… 
 
Page Count:  64 
Age:  Year 1 and 2 
Genre:  Graphic novel, adventure 
Themes:  Animals, humour, friendship 
 
'a word about books' says…  "I didn’t stop smiling and laughing at the antics of Arlo and his endless 
claims. Highly amusing and thoroughly entertaining from start to finish." 

Ariki and the Island of Wonders 
 

When Ariki sneaks out of her Star Walker lesson for an adventure on the ocean with friend Ipo and pet 
pig Bad Boy she is unaware of the storm she is sailing into. Swept away by the wild seas, the trio find 
themselves shipwrecked on an island that they have never been to before. The island is beautiful but an-
other island dweller reveals a darker and dangerous side to island life… 
 
Page Count:  144 
Age:  Year 3 and 4 
Genre:  Adventure 
Themes:  Animals, environment 
 
'a word about books' says…  “Author Nicola Davies is a champion of nature and looking after wildlife 
and her passion shines through in this thrilling adventure story. A lovely read for nature-loving children 
and for those who care about animals and the environment.” 

The Boy Who Met a Whale 
Razi was happily watching the newly hatched turtles when the boy inside the boat washed up on the 
shore. Zheng talks of wild adventures, dangerous villains and long lost treasure. Razi and his sister, Shifa, 
don't know what to make of the boy but when the villains show up they are forced to follow their in-
stincts and head out on an ocean adventure that will take them far from home… 
 
Page Count:  272 
Age:  Year 5 and 6 
Genre:  Adventure, thriller, crime 
Themes:  Growing-up, seaside, ocean, family, nature, animals, diversity, BAME 
 
'a word about books' says…  “In her second book, Farook delivers another brilliant adventure story. Kid-
nap, peril, danger, wonderful ocean animals and heart-stopping moments all combine beautifully in a 
read that has you constantly wondering if everyone will make it back alive." 

Visit: https://www.awordaboutbooks.com/  to read more reviews from an experienced teacher! 

https://www.awordaboutbooks.com/


 

Attendance this week  

Our expectations on attendance must remain strong and, as the parent community know, we take this 

part of our job very seriously indeed. We will be contacting parents/carers of those children who are per-

sistently absent, this means any child with an attendance percentage of 90% or less.  

During Parents consultation meetings the class teacher will highlight your child’s attendance. Where does 

your child fit on this ladder?  

Article 28:  The right to an education 

Year  Attendance this week: 

R 94.1% 

1 95.2% 

2 96.7% 

3 96.3% 

4 94.3% 

5 95.1% 

6 95.2% 

 Weekly Overall Attendance:  95.27% 

Yearly Running Total:  95.39% 

Attendance warning letters will be sent out for 

any child whose attendance drops below 90%.  

This will be followed with an invitation to come 

into school to see what we can do to support you 

in improving your child’s attendance. 

This is a supportive process, and we will leave no 

stone unturned to support your child. 

Please do not be upset if you receive a letter.  We 

would not be supporting you, or trying hard 

enough, if you did not receive one when your 

child’s attendance is less than 90% 



 

Important Notice:  There is an option to receive a paper copy of the Safeguarding Policy and any other 

policy that we use at St Benet’s if you require.  Please contact the school office if you prefer paper cop-

ies over the digital versions available on the school website. 



 

Special mentions in the newsletter 

We would love to see all your birthday pho-

tos, achievements, sports awards and acts of 

kindness  

stbenets@durhamlearning.net  

Name all e-mails BLOG 

We couldn’t have a newsletter without you, 

so please get involved and share what is hap-

pening outside of school. 

Gold Book Winners  

Nursery Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Louie H 

Islay H 

Amelia F 

Caleb H 

Jacob K 

Maryanne K 

Hayden W 

Thea O Max M Elizan E Charlie E 

Finn M 

Joseph H 

 

Reading Maths Writer Friend 

Zach W Thomas B Olivia K Eve C 
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