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Dear Parents, Carers and Parishioners, 

Welcome back to the start of the Summer Term! We hope that you all enjoyed a restful Easter break in 

preparation for all that is planned for the summer.  We can’t believe we’re already in the final term of this 

year. We have so much planned and it is wonderful to have warmer weather and brighter days. The sum-

mer term is always a very busy one and this year is no exception at St Benet’s. Some of the main dates are 

all included in this issue, so please do make a note of these.  

Monday 9 May sees the reintroduction of statutory testing for Year 6 pupils, following a break during the 

pandemic. Your children have worked exceptionally hard and are ready to do their best. Throughout the 

course of May, our Year 2 children will also be undertaking assessments, so please try and make sure that 

your children are in school and well rested. The children should all have received a special letter outlining 

special homework which will help them with this. 

A Very Happy Eid to those families who celebrated at the beginning week. We hope you all had a peaceful 

and enjoyable time with your families.  

 

Seeing is Believing Events 

We would like to invite you into school to share some learning time in the classroom 

with you child(ren).  The ‘seeing is believing’ events take place during the afternoon 

and will give the children an opportunity to share what they have been learning in His-

tory and Geography.  The sessions will be fun, interactive and highly informative.  At 

the end of the day there will be tea, coffee and biscuits provided by the school.  Please 

see the dairy dates to find out when the sessions will be taking place.  Both the teach-

ers and the children are looking forward to welcoming you into school. 

 

Thank you 

Mrs Prior from St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School has sent the following message, “I 

just wanted to say a massive thank you for the effort that our 3 schools made for the 

CAFOD Walk Against Hunger campaign. Our total stands at £699, which is amazing! 

The page is still open, if there were any more last minute donations. Thank you for all 

of the support and the effort that it took to raise so much!” 
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Sharing Stories  

 

Did you know?  

May is 'Share a Story' month and the theme this year is 'The Planet We Share'. 

This is very fitting because people who read have been shown to have more 

awareness of different cultures and society in general than non readers. Re-

search has also found that: "reading for just 30 minutes a week means you’re 

52% more likely to feel socially included than those who have not read in the 

past week and 72% more likely to have greater community spirit. Readers are 

also 37% more likely to get greater pleasure out of their social lives."  

 

Join a club  

Sharing stories for just 10 minutes a day can strengthen relationships but this isn't just for parents and 

younger children - it actually applies to all of us! With older children and teens, reading the same book 

and then discussing it has huge benefits in terms of connection - which supports wellbeing. Belonging to a 

book club has also been shown to be good for your mental health. Liverpool Health Inequalities Research 

Institute studied a reading programme for people with depression and found it significantly improved 

their mental health.  

 

Schedule time  

Reading has been shown to reduce stress by as much as 60% by lowering the heart rate and causing an 

altered state of mind - and these effects came from reading for just 6 minutes a day!. Unfortunately, 

when we're feeling very stressed, sitting down to read a good book might well get knocked to the bottom 

of the 'to-do' list. Scheduling time to read can help to prioritise it as an activity that will support your 

wellbeing. Aim to do this three times a week through the month of May - perhaps with the aim of sharing 

what you've read, either on social media or with a group of friends. 

 

Discover audiobooks  

Downloading an app such as Audible and listening to books can add a whole new dimension to reading. 

When time really is at a premium you can listen to a book while you walk or drive. Having an audiobook 

playing in the car, or while you cook dinner can also give new meaning to the notion of 'sharing a story' 

and might be the ideal way to foster a love of reading through the teenage years or provide discussion 

points for the family. Seeing the different reactions of other people to the events in the story can help 

young people to see things from different perspectives and increase empathy, social skills and self-

esteem.  

 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

E-Safety Tip of the Week – Online Gaming 

Online gaming is hugely popular with children and young people. Here are a few tips on how to stay safe. 

Consider games’ age ratings:  Games, just like films, have age ratings which are regulated by PEGI. These 

show the age that young people need to be in order to legally buy a game in the UK. PEGI have also creat-

ed a set of content descriptors which show what content will be seen in the game and give an indication 

to why it received its rating.  

Check who your child is chatting with:  Many games have a chat feature which allows gamers to com-

municate with other players. On some games this is an open chat box where comments can be typed, 

whilst others may only allow a gamer to select from set phrases. Chat within games can happen publicly, 

so that other players can see it and interact, or privately in the form of a personal message. Many games 

also allow you to chat verbally via a wearable headset.  

Discuss how to report or block unkind messages:  Online bullying can happen in games as well as on so-

cial media or messaging apps. It could be through unkind comments or messages, or by targeting other 

players within in a game. Most games have reporting and blocking features which can be used to support 

a young person who is being bullied online.  

Further guidance can be found at https://saferinternet.org.uk/online-issue/gaming-2  

Article 19:  The right to be protected from all forms of harm  

Extra curricular success 

 

Here is Chloe from Year 2 who received her black Ro-

sette in her Freestyle Dance class and also a merit and 

award for Ballet theatre prep. 

Chloe is currently practicing for a performance at the 

Theatre Royal in the summer, with her dance school 

Eve Trew School of Dance. 

Just like her family, we are all extremely proud of you 

Chloe - you are very talented young girl.  We all wish 

you success with your summer performance. 

Remember to keep sending in photos and messages 

of your child’s fun and success outside of school.  

We want to share and celebrate as a school family.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/online-issue/gaming-2


 

Ask your child 

We’re sure you all ask your children what they have learned at school every day.  

We’re also sure that the depth of answers that you receive will also vary, with 

some children saying, ‘nothing’.  To help aid your discussions, each week in the 

newsletter we will include a starter question that will help your child to talk about 

what they have been learning that week in school.  Try it tonight. 

The Gospel in Church - Sunday  8th May 

Jesus said, “The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice; I know them and they 

follow me. I give them eternal life; they will never be lost and no one will ever steal 

them from me. The Father who gave them to me is greater than anyone, and no 

one can steal from the Father. The Father and I are one.”  

John 10:27-30  

Nursery Can you talk about your favourite story this week? 

Reception 
What fruit did Handa take to her friend Akeyo? Can you remember what happened 

at the end of the story? 

Year 1 What does the word pitch mean in music? 

Year 2 What is so important about Rachel Carson? 

Year 3 Describe how water moves through a plant.  

Year 4 Who was Flamma the Gladiator? 

Year 5 Can you tell a spooky story? 

Year 6 How do we see? 

Article 14:  The right of freedom of thought, belief and religion  

HOUSE POINTS 

St Bede St Cuthbert St Hilda St Aidan 
Feast Days: 

25th May 

20th March 

17th November 

31st August 

    

Weekly total 269 124 197 220 

Running total 7163 5614 6073 5438 
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 Please check each week as new dates may 
be added or revisions made — these will 

be shown in red. 

Date Event Time Parents Invited 

Monday 9th May Year 6 SATs Week All Week No 

Monday 9th May Year 3 Trip to Hancock Museum PM No 

Wednesday 11th May Year 4 Forest School PM No 

Friday 13th May Year 3 Forest School PM No 

Monday 16th May Mental Health Awareness Week All Week No 

Tuesday 17th May Year 4 Trip to Segedunum Roman Fort All Day No 

Tuesday 17th May Year 1 Forest School PM No 

Tuesday 17th May Year 2 - Year 6 Street Games Day All Day No 

Wednesday 18th May Year 4 Forest School PM No 

Thursday 19th May Reception Forest School PM No 

Friday 20th May Friends of St. Benet’s Coffee Morning AM Yes 

Friday 20th May Year 5 Forest School PM No 

Monday 23rd May Art Week All Week No 

Tuesday 24th May Year 5 Kensuke Kingdom (In School) All Day No 

Tuesday 24th May Year 6 Forest School PM No 

Wednesday 25th May Year 2 Forest School PM No 

Friday 27th May Garden Party PM No 

Friday 27th May Year 5 & 6 Ultimate Frisbee PM No 

Friday 10th June Year 6 - Seeing is Believing 1:15pm Yes 

Monday 13th June Year 1 - Seeing is Believing 1:15pm Yes 

Tuesday 14th June Year 2 - Seeing is Believing 1:15pm Yes 

Wednesday 15th June Year 3 - Seeing is Believing 1:15pm Yes 

Thursday 16th June Year 4 - Seeing is Believing 1:15pm Yes 

Friday 17th June Year 5 - Seeing is Believing 1:15pm Yes 

w/b Monday 20th June Sports Week All Week No 

Wednesday 22nd June EYFS Sports Day AM Yes 

Friday 24th June KS1 & KS2 Sports Day PM Yes 

Thursday 30th June Year 6 - YMT Youth Festival All Day No 

Monday 4th July ‘New to Year 1’ - Transition Meetings 3:15pm & 4:15pm Yes 

Wednesday 6th July ‘New to Year 3’ - Transition Meetings 3:15pm & 4:15pm Yes 

Wednesday 13th July Year 2 - KS1 Graduation Assembly 2:30pm Yes 

Thursday 14th July Year R Celebration Liturgy 2:30pm Yes 



 

Albert Johnson and the Buns of Steel 
 
Albert Johnson comes from a family of Master Bakers and his father has high hopes of his son carrying on 
the family tradition. With a thriving business, it is the perfect time for dad to teach Albert the art of bak-
ing. Only one problem…Albert prefers eating to baking and would really rather be playing sport. Will 
the Doughmaster 5000 provide the perfect baking solution… 
 
Page Count:  112 
Age:  Year 1 and 2 
Genre:  Science-fiction 
Themes:  Family, food, dyslexia friendly 
 
'a word about books' says…  ”A fabulously engaging sci-fi adventure that sees a disgruntled robot turn 
on his inventor, children will love the hilarious battle sequence. But what will come out on top, balls or 
baguettes?" 

An Alien in the Jam Factory 
 

Jam inventor Scooter McLay wishes he had someone to share all of his jam-tastic creations with. Enter 
Fizzbee, a lively and fun-filled orange alien who brings with her mischief, mayhem and her own inventing 
talents. Daffy Dodgy is desperate for Scooter's secret recipes and with the jam factory and its secrets un-
der threat, will Scooter and Fizzbee be able to stop the robbery… 
 
Page Count:  192 
Age:  Year 3 and 4 
Genre:  Crime, humour 
Themes:  Food, disability 
 
'a word about books' says…  "With elements of Home Alone, Mission Impossible and Honey I Shrunk the 
Kids this is a brilliantly funny read that I devoured in one sitting - much like I would devour many of 
Scooter’s delicious sounding jams although I’d avoid the Brussels Sprout Jam." 

Aveline Jones #2: The Bewitching of Aveline Jones 
 

Whilst not her perfect summer holiday, Aveline is excited to be heading to the small village of Norton 
Wick as she will be able to explore an ancient stone circle. Uber-cool and mysterious Hazel is the perfect 
friendly tour guide and has all all sorts of secrets and stories to share. But Hazel has her own dangerous 
secret and Aveline needs to find out what it is before it is too late… 
 
Page Count:  256 
Age:  Year 5 and 6 
Genre:  Mystery, horror, fantasy 
Themes:  Folklore, legends, witchcraft, magic, friendship 
 
'a word about books' says…  "Creepy and thrilling from beginning to end, Phil Hickes had me bewitched 
from the first page. This is middle-grade horror writing at its very best, just be sure not to fall under Ha-
zel’s spell. Not for the faint-hearted." 



 

Attendance this week  

Our expectations on attendance must remain strong and, as the parent community know, we take this 

part of our job very seriously indeed. We will be contacting parents/carers of those children who are per-

sistently absent, this means any child with an attendance percentage of 90% or less.  

During Parents consultation meetings the class teacher will highlight your child’s attendance. Where does 

your child fit on this ladder?  

Article 28:  The right to an education 

Year  Attendance this week: 

R 98.2% 

1 96.6% 

2 96.7% 

3 94.0% 

4 91.7% 

5 95.2% 

6 97.6% 

 Weekly Overall Attendance: 95.72%  

Yearly Running Total:  96.11% 

Attendance warning letters will be sent out for 

any child whose attendance drops below 90%.  

This will be followed with an invitation to come 

into school to see what we can do to support you 

in improving your child’s attendance. 

This is a supportive process, and we will leave no 

stone unturned to support your child. 

Please do not be upset if you receive a letter.  We 

would not be supporting you, or trying hard 

enough, if you did not receive one when your 

child’s attendance is less than 90% 



 

Special mentions in the newsletter 

We would love to see all your birthday pho-

tos, achievements, sports awards and acts of 

kindness  

stbenets@durhamlearning.net  

Name all e-mails BLOG 

We couldn’t have a newsletter without you, 

so please get involved and share what is hap-

pening outside of school. 

Gold Book Winners 

Nursery Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Willow O 

Ryan T 

Juliet N 

Ava H 

Grayson A 

Toby S 

Finlay B 

Daisy K 

Leonard C 

William B-T 

William G 

Charlie H 

Lizzy S Sophie D Dominik K 

 

Reading Maths Writer Friend 

Jake T Alfie S Luke H Nevaeh L 

This week’s trophy winners 
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