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Dear Parents, Carers and Parishioners, 

The Easter holidays are here and, for the first time in two years, we are able to enjoy being with friends 

and family during this season of celebration. The children and staff have worked so hard this term! Can I, 

as always, thank the entire school community for your support and help through what has been another 

challenging term. It was wonderful to see so many parents at our Holy Week Liturgies - the children were 

delighted to see their parents/carers/family in attendance.  We certainly hope to be inviting you all back 

into school with more frequency during the Summer Term. 

At this time of year, we think about the suffering and death of Jesus.  He lived his life with a message of 

compassion, of equality and of love for the poor.  He died at the hands of injustice; he did not deserve to 

suffer and die.  Jesus is an example of the battle between good and evil; the battle of love and selfishness.  

This battle goes on inside of us too.   

As we are now in Holy Week, we pray that God may overcome evil in our world, that justice may over-

come injustice in our land, and that love will overcome selfishness in our own lives. 

Wishing you all a very happy and Holy Easter. 

 

Extra-curricular fun 

Sebastian in Year 2 played a brilliant game of football on Saturday for 

his team, Chester Le Street United Golds, scoring a hat-trick and bag-

ging Man of the Match. Sebastian has also been selected to attend 

trial for Huddersfield Town in connection with Chester United’s cen-

tre of excellence.   Well done, we’re all exceptionally proud of you! 

Lizzy and Molly enjoyed A 

northern ballet production 

of Pinocchio - “it's lovely to 

be back at the theatre.”  

That looks like a great way 

to relax girls—we’re all very 

jealous and wish we were 

there with you! 



 

 

Character Friend  

Did you know? According to Aristotle there are three types of friendships – those of utility, those of 

pleasure and those of virtue (‘character friendships’). Recent empirical evidence in psychology has sup-

ported Aristotle’s friendship categories, but also found that some friendships can be a combination of all 

three. Aristotle suggests ‘character friendships’ are one of the ways that people learn to flourish as these 

relationships work in a similar way to role models, and sometimes in an even more effective way as we 

feel we can be like our friends, whereas some role models feel out of reach! Research has also found that 

children (as well as adults) value virtues in their friends, such as compassion, gratitude and kindness, 

from as young as primary school age.  

 

What can you try?  

Encourage virtue literacy: Often children know who they like to spend time with, but don’t necessarily 

have the language to express it. By helping children to describe the qualities they value in other people, 

they may learn to recognise these traits in themselves and also in the friends they choose. It may be as 

simple as defining the meaning of words such as ‘compassionate’ or ‘just’. Understanding what they val-

ue in others encourages friendships to move beyond utility and pleasure into virtue friendships that are 

more likely to last.  

Help children find examples: Part of virtue literacy is to recognise character strengths in practice. Asking 

children to look out for positive examples of the words they are learning and feedback to the teacher can 

be a lovely way to do this and also strengthen friendships as the children who are identified, as kind for 

example, feel valued.  

Use your own words: ‘Virtue’ is a word that we often shy away from as it can have connotations that 

some people dislike; however, interestingly, people are much more comfortable talking about virtues in-

dividually - for instance, the importance of ‘honesty’ or the significance of ‘perseverance’. Think about 

which terminology you are comfortable with and also ask children which words they like to use. The 

words don’t matter as long as everyone shares an understanding of what they mean.  

Childline Kids  

Childline Kids has a special area of the Childline website specifically for children 

under the age of 12. Childline Kids has child-friendly advice on topics such as 

family and relationships, school worries, self -esteem, coronavirus, staying safe 

and bullying.  

It also features games, videos and friendly illustrations, providing a fun and re-

assuring safe space for children online.  Help is always available by calling Child-

line free on 0800 1111 at any time. Children can also log in and chat to a coun-

sellor online - it's a safe area for children to share how they are feeling.  

We would highly recommend parents and children visit the website to find out more:  childline.org.uk/

kids  

childline.org.uk/kids
childline.org.uk/kids


 

Places where kids can eat free during the Easter holidays 

It’s the Easter holidays in the UK, which means it’s time to entertain the kids. 

Family days out are super fun but the cost of keeping the children amused 

and fed can add up. 

If you’re looking for places to go that won’t break the bank, we’ve put to-

gether a list of places where kids can eat for free when they go with their 

grown-ups this Easter.  There could be many more—a quick ‘google’ could 

help you spot a cheap family to meal to end a perfect family day out. 

 

• One child can get a meal deal (which usually costs £3.95) for free at M&S cafés from April 4 to 22 

when the grown-ups spend over a fiver in a single transaction.  

• From Mondays to Thursdays, between the 28 February and 26 May, kids can order from YO! Su-

shi’s Mini Ninja children’s menu for free from 3.30pm to 5.30pm.  One child can eat free with every 

£10 spent on food by the grown-ups. 

• The Real Greek is also letting kids eat for free this Easter when the adults pay £10 for their own 

food, but the age limit is under 12 and that’s just on Sundays.  

• ASDA and Morrison’s cafés are offering kids under 16 a free order off of the children’s menu from 

3pm every day. 

• At Morrison’s, the adults need to spend at least £4.50, and there’s a Feed The Family For A Tenner 

scheme on over the Easter break which means you can order two kid’s mains, two adult’s mains, 

and four drinks for £10 until April 24. 

• At Beefeater, Table Table and Brewers Fayre, a maximum of two kids per one paying adult can eat 

breakfast for free, and Hungry Horse pubs are letting children eat free breakfasts every day from 

8am to 12pm. 

• At Angus Steakhouse, kids under 10 eat free when the adults order off the main menu from Mon-

day to Sunday, from 12pm to 5pm until April 30.  

• At Bella Italia children can eat for £1 with any adult main.  The offer is valid from 1st April—24th 

April. 

• Children under 12 eat FREE all day, every day at selected Gordon Ramsay restaurants. 

 

Joke Corner 

Why did two 4s skip dinner? Because they already 8!  

How do they keep the basketball arena cool? They fill it with fans!  

What kind of dog does a magician have? A Labracadabrador!  

Why can't you tell a joke to an egg? It might crack up!  



 

 

 

 

 

E-Safety Tip of the Week – Keeping safe online 

There are lots of fun and interesting things you can do on the internet. And it can be a great way to stay 

in touch with friends. But it’s important to understand how to stay safe online. Sometimes people will try 

to trick you into clicking dangerous links or sharing things about yourself. There are lots of things you can 

do to keep yourself safe online.  

1. Think before you post:  Don’t upload or share anything you wouldn’t want your parents, carers, 

teachers or future employers seeing. Once you post something, you lose control of it, especially if 

someone else screenshots or shares it.  

2. Don’t share personal details:  Keep things like your address, phone number, full name, school and 

date of birth private, and check what people can see in your privacy settings. Remember that peo-

ple can use small clues like a school logo in a photo to find out a lot about you.  

3. Watch out for phishing and scams:  Phishing is when someone tries to trick you into giving them 

information, like your password. Someone might also try to trick you by saying they can make you 

famous or that they’re from a talent agency. Never click links from emails or messages that ask you 

to log in or share your details, even if you think they might be genuine. If you’re asked to log into a 

website, go to the app or site directly instead.  

4. Think about who you’re talking to:  There are lots of ways that people try to trick you into trusting 

them online. Even if you like and trust someone you’ve met online, never share personal infor-

mation with them like your address, full name, or where you go to school.  

5. Never give out your password:  You should never give out your password or log-in information. 

Make sure you pick strong, easy to remember passwords.  

6. Cover your webcam:  Some viruses will let someone access your webcam without you knowing, so 

make sure you cover your webcam whenever you’re not using it.  

Further guidance can be found at https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-

mobile-safety/staying-safe-online/  

 

Further info 

Please be aware of how much time your child 

spends on online gaming and what they play. The 

content of some of these games is highly inappropri-

ate for children of primary age. Here are some of 

the age ratings for some games the children some-

times talk about. 

Article 19:  The right to be protected from all forms of harm  

https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/staying-safe-online/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/staying-safe-online/


 

Ask your child 

We’re sure you all ask your children what they have learned at school every day.  

We’re also sure that the depth of answers that you receive will also vary, with 

some children saying, ‘nothing’.  To help aid your discussions, each week in the 

newsletter we will include a starter question that will help your child to talk about 

what they have been learning that week in school.  Try it tonight. 

The Gospel in Church - Sunday  17th April 

Before sunrise on Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene went to Jesus’ tomb. She saw 

that the stone had been moved away from the entrance and that the tomb was 

empty. Mary ran to Peter and another disciple (John) and said, “Someone has tak-

en the Lord out of the tomb and we don’t know where they have put him.” The dis-

ciples ran together to the tomb. But John, running faster than Peter, arrived first 

and looked into the tomb but did not go in. Peter, however, went into the tomb 

and he saw Jesus’ linen burial cloths lying on the ground. He also saw the cloth 

that had been over Jesus’ head; this was rolled up in a place by itself. Then John 

also went into the tomb; he saw and he believed. Until this moment they had 

failed to understand that Jesus must rise from the dead.  

John 20:1-9  

Nursery Why do we get Easter eggs on Easter Sunday?  

Reception Why do we celebrate Easter? 

Year 1 Do larger objects weigh more than small objects always, sometimes or never?  

Year 2 Which Stations of the Cross can you remember? What happened?  

Year 3 In fractions, what is a denominator and what is a numerator?  

Year 4 What happened to Jesus in The Garden of Gethsemane?  

Year 5 Can you talk about what makes a Haiku poem stand out?  

Year 6 Do you think Clovis was right to inherit Westwood? 

Article 14:  The right of freedom of thought, belief and religion  



 

Message from Durham University 

Durham University are running a range of sports and activity camps during the Easter 

holidays that cater for children aged 5-16 years of age. Holiday camps include Multi 

sports, Dance and Drama, Adventure, Football and Tennis camps.  

Mini sports/Multi sports/Dance and Drama are all £15 per day (09.30am-4.30pm) with wraparound care 

available between 08.30-09.30am and 4.30-5.30pm for an extra £1.50 per hour. The Adventure camp is 

for 12-16 year olds and is £120 for 4 days and includes all onsite/offsite activities and lunch each day. 

Here is the link to find out more/book - https://www.dur.ac.uk/conference.booking/details/?id=1893 

Here are some FAQ’s relating to the camps - https://www.durham.ac.uk/colleges-and-student-

experience/team-durham/community/faqs/  Also, children aged 14 and above can volunteer with the Uni-

versity at the summer holiday camps. Here is the link to register your child’s interest - https://

forms.office.com/r/7BUR2CX9jz  

Please contact Durham University direct if this is something you would be interested in. Thank you.  

 

Easter Services and Masses 

 *The asterisk indicates streamed services 

Church Holy Thursday Good Friday Easter Vigil Easter Sunday 

 We commemorate 
the Last Supper, in 

particular the 
Washing of the 

Feet, and the Ago-
ny in the Garden, 

praying at the Altar 
of Repose. 

Good Friday is a day of 
special solemnity, in-

cluding fasting and ab-
stinence. We walk with 

Jesus on the road to 
Calvary and we stand at 

the foot of the cross 
with Mary and John.  

We celebrate the 
end of Lent and the 
end of the suffering 
and death of Jesus, 
along with waiting 
for the glory of the 

Resurrection.  

Easter Sunday is a 
day of great joy 
and celebration. 

Christ is risen - he 
is risen indeed!  

Our Lady 

Queen of 

Peace 

 3:00pm 8:00pm* 10:00am* 

Our Blessed 

Lady Immacu-

late 

 3:00pm  11:00am 

St Bede’s 

(Washington) 
 3:00pm* 8:00pm 9:00am 

St John Boste 8:00pm* 3:00pm  9:30am 

St Joseph’s  3:00pm* 8:00pm* 11:00am* 

St Cuthbert’s 8:00pm 3:00pm  10:30am 

St Bede’s 

(Sacriston) 
 3:00pm 8:00pm 9:00am 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/conference.booking/details/?id=1893
https://www.durham.ac.uk/colleges-and-student-experience/team-durham/community/faqs/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/colleges-and-student-experience/team-durham/community/faqs/
https://forms.office.com/r/7BUR2CX9jz
https://forms.office.com/r/7BUR2CX9jz


 

Date Event Time Parents Invited 

Tuesday 3rd May Children return to school AM Yes 

Thursday 5th May Year 4 & 5 Adam Bushnell All Day  No 

Friday 6th May Year 5 & 6 Ultimate Frisbee PM No 

Monday 9th May Year 6 SAT’s Week  All Week No 

Monday 9th May Year 3 Trip to Hancock Museum All Day  No 

Wednesday 11th May Year 4 Forest School PM No 

Friday 13th May Year 3 Forest School PM No 

Monday 16th May  Mental Health Awareness Week  All Week  No 

Tuesday 17th May Year 4 Trip to Segedunum Roman Fort All Day No 

Tuesday 17th May Year 1 Forest School PM No 

Wednesday 18th May  Year 4 Forest School  PM No 

Thursday 19th May Reception Forest School PM No 

Friday 20th May Friends of St. Benet’s Coffee Morning  AM Yes 

Friday 20th May Year 5 Forest School PM No 

Monday 23rd May Art Week All Week No 

Tuesday 24th May Year 5 Kensuke Kingdom (In School) All Day No 

Tuesday 24th May Year 6 Forest School PM No 

Wednesday 25th May  Year 2 Forest School PM No 

Friday 27th May Garden Party PM No 

Friday 27th May Year 5 & 6 Ultimate Frisbee  PM No 

Please check each week as new dates may 

be added or revisions made — these will 

be shown in red. 

HOUSE POINTS 

St Bede St Cuthbert St Hilda St Aidan 
Feast Days: 

25th May 

20th March 

17th November 

31st August 

    

Weekly total 438 305 244 301 

Running total 6894 5490 5876 5218 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjHurnS6-vPAhVMchQKHT60Am0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.saintcuthbert.net%2F2011%2F04%2Flovely-stained-glass-cuthbert.html&bvm=bv.136499718,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNF9OoiS
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjp4bSB7OvPAhVDuRQKHTlKDWIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.earlybritishkingdoms.com%2Fadversaries%2Fbios%2Fhilda.html&bvm=bv.136499718,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNGn9NoET-7y_1Xx
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi99tOz6-vPAhVFchQKHbwvC8QQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FAidan_of_Lindisfarne&bvm=bv.136499718,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNFnEswVgJhye01JA__BmAVixF6m6w


 

An Adventurer's Guide to Outer Space 
 

Join Mia on a journey of galactic proportions as you leave planet Earth behind and blast off into outer 
space. Planets, stars, constellations, belts, meteors, asteroids, the International Space Station, the Milky 
Way and far off galaxies are just waiting to be discovered. So put your space suit on, strap yourself in and 
start the countdown. It is time to launch…5, 4, 3, 2, 1… 
 
Page Count:  48 
Age:  Year 1 and 2 
Genre:  Non-fiction 
Themes:  Space 
 
'a word about books' says…  "A superbly informative and engaging read with plenty of opportunities for 
readers to get actively involved. One of the best introductions to space and the cosmos for young readers 
that I have seen in a long time." 

Alastair Humphreys' Great Adventurers 
 

For centuries, people have been challenging themselves by taking on daring feats, undertaking epic jour-
neys and going on incredible adventures. All it takes is courage, plenty of get-up-and-go and the bravery 
to take that first step. The people in this book chose to do just that, as did the author who was inspired by 
each and every one of the people that he introduces… 
 
Page Count:  96 
Age:  Year 3 and 4 
Genre:  Non-fiction 
Themes:  Adventure, international, sport, historical 
 
'a word about books' says…  “Love this book. Amazing adventures, incredible stories and proof that what 
at first may appear impossible is truly possible with the right attitude. It is time to get out there, start ex-
ploring and doing some adventuring of your own." 

Absolutely Everything! 
 

Take a journey from the beginning of time to the present day and uncover how changes in science, nature 
and history have shaped the modern world. From the Big Bang to the dinosaurs to early civilisa-
tions. Explore the rise and fall of empires to how wars and revolutions changed the world and what might 
come next. This is absolutely everything, well almost everything… 
 
Page Count:  352 
Age:  Year 5 and 6 
Genre:  Non-fiction 
Themes:  History, people, places, science, environment 
 
'a word about books' says…  “I learnt so much from this book. It helps joins the dots of history together in 
such an accessible way and will provide a more than satisfying meal for the most hungry of knowledge-
seekers." 

NON FICTION SPECIAL 



 

Attendance this week  

Our expectations on attendance must remain strong and, as the parent community know, we take this 

part of our job very seriously indeed. We will be contacting parents/carers of those children who are per-

sistently absent, this means any child with an attendance percentage of 90% or less.  

During Parents consultation meetings the class teacher will highlight your child’s attendance. Where does 

your child fit on this ladder?  

Article 28:  The right to an education 

Year  Attendance this week: 

R 91.4% 

1 97.7% 

2 100% 

3 98.3% 

4 96.5% 

5 94.1% 

6 94.1% 

 Weekly Overall Attendance:  96.02% 

Yearly Running Total:  96.49% 

Attendance warning letters will be sent out for 

any child whose attendance drops below 90%.  

This will be followed with an invitation to come 

into school to see what we can do to support you 

in improving your child’s attendance. 

This is a supportive process, and we will leave no 

stone unturned to support your child. 

Please do not be upset if you receive a letter.  We 

would not be supporting you, or trying hard 

enough, if you did not receive one when your 

child’s attendance is less than 90% 



 

Special mentions in the newsletter 

We would love to see all your birthday pho-

tos, achievements, sports awards and acts of 

kindness  

stbenets@durhamlearning.net  

Name all e-mails BLOG 

We couldn’t have a newsletter without you, 

so please get involved and share what is hap-

pening outside of school. 

Gold Book Winners 

Nursery Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

James-

Zacharias W 

Islay H 

Evelyn S 

Frankie N 

Freya D 

Henry D 

Hollie I 

Neveah L 

Sophie A 

Mia B Poppy B 

Niamh F 

George S 

Ryley N 

Annabelle B 

 

Reading Maths Writer Friend 

George B-M Max S Austin L Hayden H 

This week’s trophy winners 
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