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Friends of St Benet’s Disco 

The Friends have organised a special disco event for Wednesday 13th April.  There will be an infant disco:  

3:30pm - 4:30pm and also a junior disco:  4:45pm - 6:00pm.  Tickets for this amazing event are £3, which 

includes: entry, a hot dog and a drink.  Children, if they wish, can bring an additional £2 spending money 

to buy extra treats.  We look forward to seeing as many children as possible at the disco.  A big thank you 

is extended to the Friends for organising this magical event for the children! 

 

What is Easter? 

Easter is a time where many Christians celebrate Jesus’s resurrection from the 

dead after three days. It is the most important festival in the Christian calen-

dar. This year Easter Sunday is on 17 April.  

An egg is a symbol of new life. For Christians, Easter eggs are used as a symbol 

for the resurrection of Jesus. Christians believe that, through his resurrection, 

Jesus overcame death and sin. This offers people the promise of eternal life if 

they follow his teachings. Easter egg hunts are popular with both Christian and non-Christian children!  

Children can decorate either an egg or bonnet in a theme of their choice. All entries need to be in by 

Wednesday 13th April and each entry is £1 for the FOSB. The competition will be drawn for each class 

(1st and 2nd).  Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Dedication 

Harry was really upset to miss his school trip to-

day due to chicken pox but he still found time to 

make his home learning fun.  

Of course, being Spiderman makes him super 

smart and super fast too. 

Well done, Harry - we’re all exceptionally proud 

of your effort and determination!  



 

 

You are never too young to talk about mental health: Tips for talking for parents/carers  

Advice from Anna Freud National Centre for Children and Families  

Finding support  

ChildLine: For 18s and under Telephone: 0800 1111  

NSPCC: Telephone:0808 800 5000  

Young Minds Parent Helpline: 0808 802 5544  

Youth Wellbeing Directory:  youthwellbeing.org  

Extra curricular fun 

Congratulations to Jacob in reception for his amazing Karate 

skills.  Jacob trains hard and practises hard outside of school, 

and he is gaining his ‘yellow striped belt’. 

Jacob, we are all exceptionally proud of you and congratulate 

you on this fantastic achievement.  Well done! 

You can join Jacob and have your success celebrated by every-

one by simply sending in a photograph.  Remember, this is 

your newsletter and we want to share your fantastic news! 

youthwellbeing.org


 

 

 

 

 

E-Safety tip of the week:  Online gaming 

Online gaming is hugely popular with children and young 

people. Here are a few tips on how to stay safe. 

1. Consider games’ age ratings - Games, just like films, 

have age ratings which are regulated by PEGI. These show 

the age that young people need to be in order to legally buy 

a game in the UK. PEGI have also created a set of content 

descriptors which show what content will be seen in the 

game and give an indication to why it received its rating.  

2. Check who your child is chatting with - Many games have a chat feature which allows gamers to 

communicate with other players. On some games this is an open chat box where comments can be 

typed, whilst others may only allow a gamer to select from set phrases. Chat within games can hap-

pen publicly, so that other players can see it and interact, or privately in the form of a personal 

message. Many games also allow you to chat verbally via a wearable headset.  

3. Discuss how to report or block unkind messages - Online bullying can happen in games as well as on 

social media or messaging apps. It could be through unkind comments or messages, or by targeting 

other players within in a game. Most games have reporting and blocking features which can be 

used to support a young person who is being bullied online.  

Further guidance can be found at https://saferinternet.org.uk/online-issue/gaming-2  

 

Extra info 

In this digital age our children are growing up to become confi-

dent users of technology and the Internet. Our role as parents, 

carers and teachers is to nurture their learning in this area and to 

teach them how to stay safe. Over the next few weeks we will 

share some links and guidance with you all about some strategies 

which you may chose to implement in your homes.  

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/young-people/resources-for-3-11s is a website that pro-

vides films, storybooks and other fun sites, with plenty of information to help parents, carers and chil-

dren enjoy their time online and to stay safe on the internet. We hope that you will find this link helpful 

over the Easter holidays.  

Stay safe online! 

Article 19:  The right to be protected from all forms of harm  

https://saferinternet.org.uk/online-issue/gaming-2
https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/young-people/resources-for-3-11s


 

Ask your child 

We’re sure you all ask your children what they have learned at school every day.  

We’re also sure that the depth of answers that you receive will also vary, with 

some children saying, ‘nothing’.  To help aid your discussions, each week in the 

newsletter we will include a starter question that will help your child to talk about 

what they have been learning that week in school.  Try it tonight. 

The Gospel in Church - Sunday  10th April 

Before sunrise on Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene went to Jesus’ tomb. She saw 

that the stone had been moved away from the entrance and that the tomb was 

empty. Mary ran to Peter and another disciple (John) and said, “Someone has tak-

en the Lord out of the tomb and we don’t know where they have put him.” The dis-

ciples ran together to the tomb. But John, running faster than Peter, arrived first 

and looked into the tomb but did not go in. Peter, however, went into the tomb 

and he saw Jesus’ linen burial cloths lying on the ground. He also saw the cloth 

that had been over Jesus’ head; this was rolled up in a place by itself. Then John 

also went into the tomb; he saw and he believed. Until this moment they had 

failed to understand that Jesus must rise from the dead. 

 John 20:1-9  

Nursery How many baby farm animals can you name? 

Reception What happened on Good Friday? 

Year 1 How do you measure accurately in centimetres using a ruler? 

Year 2 What happened on Palm Sunday? 

Year 3 What did Jesus do after the Last Supper? What happened? 

Year 4 How do you politely ask for a crepe in French? 

Year 5 What do we learn about Jesus from his attitude at his trial? 

Year 6 How do you calculate the area of a rectangle, triangle and parallelogram? 

Article 14:  The right of freedom of thought, belief and religion  



 

Reflection time 

With Good Friday and the time when we remember Jesus dying on the cross for us 

approaching, this week we went on a hunt for crosses that we could find which 

were part of everyday objects. Below are some pictures of crosses that we found, 

both inside and outdoors. It would be wonderful if, over the holidays, you could go 

on a cross hunt too and send pictures of crosses that you find in the environment to 

the school office.  If you look you’ll see Jesus everywhere.  

NUFC Easter Holiday Courses  

Newcastle United Foundation will be running the following Easter Holiday Foot-

ball courses at the venues listed below:  

• Goals, High Gosforth Park, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 5HP  

• Consett AFC, Belle View Stadium, Delves Lane, DH8 7BF  

• John Spence, Preston Road, North Shields, NE29 9PU  

Join us from 11th April to 14th April from 9.30am - 3.30pm.  

Ages range from 5 - 11 and the cost is £50 per child . 

To book your place, visit: nufoundation.org.uk  

 

Walk for hunger 

The children have all worked together to 

support CAFOD’s Walk for Hunger cam-

paign.  Collectively the children have 

walked a staggering 1044 miles—this is an 

incredible achievement.  Well done to eve-

ryone! 

If you would like to donate towards this 

fabulous cause, you can do so online by 

clicking here.  To date, we have raised £519 collectively with the St Joseph's Parish Schools.  Thank you!  

nufoundation.org.uk
https://walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/stjosephsparishbirtley


 

Date Event Time Parents Invited 

Thursday 3rd March  World book day - pyjamas and stories All day No 

Tuesday 8th March Year 6 SATs family workshop session 9:15am - 10:30am Yes 

Wednesday 9th March Year 2 SATs family workshop session 9:15am - 10:30am Yes 

Friday 11th March  Non-uniform day:  Yellow and blue All day  No 

Monday 14th -  Friday 18th 

March  

Book fayre on site  All week Yes 

Tuesday 15th March  Year 1 Phonics family workshop 9:15am - 10:30am Yes 

Friday 18th March Comic relief:  non-uniform - 80s theme All day No 

Tuesday 22nd March Year R agility festival AM No 

Tuesday 22nd March Year 5 and 6 Anti-Bullying workshop PM No 

Monday 28th March Parents evening 3:30pm - 6:00pm Yes 

Tuesday 29th March Parents evening 3:30pm - 6:00pm Yes 

Friday 1st April SEND parental coffee morning 9:00am - 10:30pm Yes 

Wednesday 6th April Dance festival - TICKETS REQUIRED 9:40am - 10:30am Yes 

Friday 8th April Year 1 & 2 Palm Sunday Liturgy 9:15am Yes 

Monday 11th April Year 3 Last Supper Liturgy 9:15am Yes 

Tuesday 12th April Year 4 Garden of Gethsemane Liturgy 9:15am Yes 

Wednesday 13th April Friends of School Disco Infant:  3:30—4:30 

Junior:  4:45—6:00 

Yes 

Thursday 14th April Year 5 & 6 Crucifixion and Resurrection 

Liturgy 

9:15am Yes 

Thursday 14th April Children break up for Easter holidays 3:30pm Yes 

Tuesday 3rd May Children return to school AM Yes 

Please check each week as new dates may 

be added or revisions made — these will 

be shown in red. 

HOUSE POINTS 

St Bede St Cuthbert St Hilda St Aidan 
Feast Days: 

25th May 

20th March 

17th November 

31st August 

    

Weekly total 665 545 587 506 

Running total 6456 5185 5632 4917 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjHurnS6-vPAhVMchQKHT60Am0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.saintcuthbert.net%2F2011%2F04%2Flovely-stained-glass-cuthbert.html&bvm=bv.136499718,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNF9OoiS
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjp4bSB7OvPAhVDuRQKHTlKDWIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.earlybritishkingdoms.com%2Fadversaries%2Fbios%2Fhilda.html&bvm=bv.136499718,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNGn9NoET-7y_1Xx
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi99tOz6-vPAhVFchQKHbwvC8QQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FAidan_of_Lindisfarne&bvm=bv.136499718,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNFnEswVgJhye01JA__BmAVixF6m6w


 

Agents of the Wild #2: Operation Icebeak 
 

When SPEARS receive a distress call from their underwater outpost in Antarctica they know just the two 
agents that are needed to go and aid and investigate. Agnes and Attie the shrew are the perfect agents to 
send to icy Antarctica on a mission to investigate some very strange goings-on. But everything is not as it 
seems at Outpost Twenty-Two and Agnes and Attie are going to have to uncover all manner of mysteries 
if they are to save the wildlife and the outpost… 
 
Page Count:  184 
Age:  Year 1 and 2 
Genre:  Adventure 
Themes:  Environment, nature, animals 
 
'a word about books' says…  “A delightful and thrilling adventure story with plenty of danger and peril. It 
is fast-paced, fun and a read that young wildlife enthusiasts will really enjoy." 

Alex Sparrow and the Really Big Stink 
 

When wanna-be superhero Alex Sparrow finds himself with the superpower he has always wanted he 
can't believe it. And when the children at his school start acting weirdly he has the opportunity to be the 
superhero he has always dreamed of. Along with Jess and a goldfish called Bob, can Alex uncover the 
truth about the bizarre behaviour of the children at his school… 
 
Page Count:  250 
Age:  Year 3 and 4 
Genre:  Science-fiction, adventure, mystery 
Themes:  Humour, friendship, magic, school 
 
'a word about books' says…  "Jennifer Killick's debut book is sure to be a firm favourite with all readers. An 
evil teacher, brilliant and bonkers children, and a goldfish called Bob who doubles up as a secret agent; 
this is a wacky and wonderful read from start to finish." 

Aveline Jones #1: The Haunting of Aveline Jones 
 

Aveline is not impressed to be staying with her aunt in Malmouth for the school holidays until she discov-
ers a book that used to belong to a girl who mysteriously disappeared thirty years ago. Fascinated by the 
ghostly stories and the name inscribed in the front, Aveline decides to investigate the truth about Prim-
rose Penberthy. And that’s when the hauntings begin… 
 
Page Count:  224 
Age:  Year 5 and 6 
Genre:  Mystery, horror, fantasy 
Themes:  Ghosts, myths & legends, seaside, fear, friendship 
 
'a word about books' says…  “A proper spine-tingling middle-grade tale of ghosts and mysteries from the 
past. With all the ingredients needed for a goose-bump inducing, hair-raising and nail-biting story, readers 
can expect a heart-pounding introduction to middle-grade horror." 

Visit: https://www.awordaboutbooks.com/ to read more reviews from an experienced teacher!  

Visit:%20https://www.awordaboutbooks.com/%20to%20read%20more%20reviews%20from%20an%20experienced%20teacher!


 

Attendance this week  

Our expectations on attendance must remain strong and, as the parent community know, we take this 

part of our job very seriously indeed. We will be contacting parents/carers of those children who are per-

sistently absent, this means any child with an attendance percentage of 90% or less.  

During Parents consultation meetings the class teacher will highlight your child’s attendance. Where does 

your child fit on this ladder?  

Article 28:  The right to an education 

Year  Attendance this week: 

R 96.4% 

1 98.3% 

2 98.9% 

3 97.1% 

4 97.0% 

5 94.1% 

6 97.3% 

 Weekly Overall Attendance:  97.01% 

Yearly Running Total:  96.96% 

Attendance warning letters will be sent out for 

any child whose attendance drops below 90%.  

This will be followed with an invitation to come 

into school to see what we can do to support you 

in improving your child’s attendance. 

This is a supportive process, and we will leave no 

stone unturned to support your child. 

Please do not be upset if you receive a letter.  We 

would not be supporting you, or trying hard 

enough, if you did not receive one when your 

child’s attendance is less than 90% 



 

Special mentions in the newsletter 

We would love to see all your birthday pho-

tos, achievements, sports awards and acts of 

kindness  

stbenets@durhamlearning.net  

Name all e-mails BLOG 

We couldn’t have a newsletter without you, 

so please get involved and share what is hap-

pening outside of school. 

Gold Book Winners 

Nursery Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Edie H 

Melody E 

Jason E 

Ella M 

Eve C 

Toby S 

Henry D 

Everyone Max M 

Charlie S 

Everyone Amy G 

Conrad B 

Sophie D 

Lewis H 

Dominik K 

 

Reading Maths Writer Friend 

William G Joseph P Larna H William B-T 

 

This week’s trophy winners 
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