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Dear Parents, Carers and Governors,  

This is a newsletter full of HAPPY NEWS! There was a lot of correspondence sent to parents last week with everything going on in 

school, so please find below information about lots of upcoming, happy things that we have planned for the remainder of the 

term. A HUGE WELL DONE to our children for their Christmas Nativity Plays- they are truly superb! 

 

This week is the third week of Advent and in Collective Worship this morning, we listened 

to Sunday’s Gospel where John the Baptist was speaking to the crowds about what to do  

to prepare for the coming of Christ and how we can welcome Jesus into our hearts. We  

thought about sharing things with each other. Yesterday, was Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete  

means Joy. So this week, we are going to think about what makes us feel happy and 

joyful and think about how we can share and spread some joy to our children in school and 

in our homes. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 
Kindest regards,  

Catherine Young (Head teacher) 

 

Christmas Fun Day – Thursday 16th December 

On Thursday 16th December, we are having a Christmas fun day in school. Instead of the children  

wearing Christmas Jumpers on Friday, we are celebrating Christmas Jumper Day on Thursday, so  

children can come to school wearing non-uniform and a Christmas Jumper on Thursday. In the  

morning, there might be craft activities and other fun Christmas things going on, then in the afternoon,  

we have booked an online pantomime of Aladdin for the children to watch. 

 

As the children are unable to attend the pantomime this year, we have found an online pantomime  

at short notice who will stream the performance to our class bubbles. For any children who are self-isolating,  

we shall also send parents the link via Parentmail so children can watch it. All classes (including Nursery and Reception) can join 

in.  

 

Our Friends of St Benet’s group shall also be selling sweets and popcorn that afternoon so your child can come to school with  £1 

if they would like to buy some sweets and popcorn to watch the pantomime with. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception Admissions for September 2022 
 

The deadline for applying for a primary school place is Saturday 15th January 2022. For any of our Nursery 

parents, please remember that admission into our Nursery does not guarantee a primary school place and you 

will still need to apply. 

 

To apply, please visit: Apply for a primary school place - Durham County Council  

 

We are not expecting to be full in September 2022 for Reception places, therefore if you know of any family in 

the local area who may be considering our school for a primary school place, please ask them to contact us and 

arrange a visit. We would be more than happy to help and love to show them around our lovely school.  

 

Christmas Dinner Day – Wednesday 15th December 

It is Christmas Dinner Day on Wednesday. The children can wear any form of Christmas headwear, accessories 

etc on school on Wednesday. It is still school uniform but if the children have any Christmas hats, glasses, 

badges, tights, socks etc, let’s wear them. 

Please do not go to any expense- this is just an add on, should the children choose to come to school with any 

novelties.  

 

Christmas Jumper Day 

We are now celebrating Christmas Jumper Day on Thursday 

this week (see above). We shall be raising money for Save 

the Children and we will add a suggested donation of £1.00 

to each child’s ParentPay account. This is optional. Thank you 

for your support 😊 

Carol Singing 

Our school choir shall be singing 

carols outside the school gates next 

Tuesday 21st December from 3pm as 

children are leaving to go home. 

Please come along a little earlier to 

listen to the wonderful singing and 

join in. 

 

 

Thank You, Governors 

Our governors have worked very hard during 2021 to support 

our school and as always, we value their continued support. 

After many years of dedication, we shall be losing two of our 

governors who have decided to step down from this 

volunteer role. Firstly, a huge thank you to Martin Cottle, our 

parent governor, who has been with us for the last 6 years. 

Secondly, Sam Elkington, who has been a governor with us 

for 3 years as a parent governor and additional governor. We 

thank both gentlemen for their time and support to our 

school. We now have a vacancy for our parent governor role 

which shall be advertised in the new year. 

Any Cushions Going Spare? 

Miss Self is developing the Reception 

outdoor area and creating a Reading 

Den. If anyone has any old, unused soft 

furnishings (cushions, blankets etc) that 

could be donated, please hand them to 

our school office. Many thanks 😊 

https://www.durham.gov.uk/article/2189/Apply-for-a-primary-place-deadline-15-January-2022

