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Dear Parents, Carers and Governors,  

We have made it to the end of another term and 2021! The last few weeks have certainly kept us all very busy with everything 

going on in school, but thankfully we can now put our feet up and have a well-earned break with our families and friends this 

Christmas.  

 

As always, a HUGE THANK YOU to our families for their support during the year, particularly over recent weeks with the changes 

to procedures in school. Much appreciation also goes to our governors for their support during the year, with the move to the 

Bishop Wilkinson Trust as well as supporting the everyday structures in school. Thank you to our staff who have worked tirelessly 

this term to ensure as little disruption to our children’s education and the school day as possible. Finally, we can’t forget our 

wonderful children who as always, continue to shine with their behaviour and their positive approach to learning. 

 

There has been a lot of speculation in the media about what will happen with schools after Christmas, yet it is sounding hopeful 

that schools will remain open. We shall be in touch before the return to school on Monday 10th January.  

 

We wish you all a very happy, holy and well-deserved Christmas and we look forward to seeing you all in 2022!  

 

God Bless,  

Catherine Young (Head teacher) 

 

Christmas Mass Times at St Joseph’s  

You can celebrate Christmas at one of the following masses: 

· Friday 24th (Christmas Eve) @ 6.00pm 

· Saturday 25th (Christmas Day) @ 10.00am 

· Sunday 26th (Boxing Day) @ 10.00am 

NB. All masses remain subject to Covid restrictions 

 

If you would like to attend one of these Masses, you must book a place. 

There are two ways to register: 

1. Choose the day you would like to attend and then Click the relevant Church in the newsletter (available on the Parish Website) 

and complete the online registration. 

2. For those without internet access there is a dedicated mobile phone where reservations can be made: 07562 653778 (please 

do not use the parish office telephone number). 

 

 



 

 

Covid Cases Before Returning to School 

If your child tests positive over the Christmas period and their isolation date affects them returning to school on Monday 10th 

January, please let us know as soon as possible. Thank you. 

Here is a summary message for parents and carers from Durham County Council which reflects the most recent government 

guidance when there is a case in the household: 

 What to do if there is a case of coronavirus (COVID-19) in your household? 

 It is strongly advised to increased testing when there is a positive COVID-19 case in your household: 

•     PCR testing for all adults and pupils if they are a close contact of a positive case in their household. 

•     Daily LFT testing at home for 7 days for any adult and also for all children aged 5 years and over. The testing of primary age 

pupils is at parental discretion. Testing should start from the day the household member has symptoms or if they don’t have 

symptoms, from when they tested positive. 

 

After School Clubs and Breakfast 

Club 

Our breakfast club shall start again from Monday 10th 

January. If you would like your child to attend, please 

email us at before Friday 7th January.  

Information about Spring term after school clubs shall 

be circulated to parents when we return in January. 

 

PE DAYS SPRING TERM 1 

Nursery – part of their physical development 

curriculum programme 

Reception – Thursday 

Year 1-  Monday and Thursday 

Year 2 – Wednesday and Friday  

Year 3 – Monday and Thursday 

Year 4 – Tuesday and Wednesday (swimming)  

Year 5 – Tuesday and Wednesday  

Year 6 – Tuesday and Thursday  
A Christmas Prayer 

Dear God, 

On this holy day 

we remember the great mystery of the incarnation, 

that you loved the world so much that you sent your Son 

to be one of use, born in a stable. 

There were few visitors: in Luke’s Gospel, 

the lowly ones, the shepherds, in Matthew’s Gospel, 

the wise men with their gifts. 

They can stand in for all of us, the human race 

gathered around the manger, with our hopes and fears, 

with our heartfelt prayers for peace: 

peace in our hearts, in our homes, in the places on earth 

destroyed by war and violence. 

As we kneel before the God of the universe 

held tightly in the arms of Mary, his mother and ours, 

we pray for our fragile world. 

That in this vulnerable child we will find our joy, 

our light in the darkness, 

our dignity as human beings, 

our common cause, 

our hope. 

Amen 

Thank You  

On behalf of all of the staff, a huge thank you to all of 

our parents and children for the lovely gifts we have 

received this Christmas time. It really isn’t necessary, 

so many thanks for your generosity at this time.  

 

 


