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Dear Parents, Carers and Governors,  

Welcome to our first November newsletter! Since returning to school after the half term break, our children have 

been very active in their learning. As well as our curriculum activities, we have been thinking about the COP 26 

summit that has been happening in Glasgow over the last two weeks and what contribution we can make to protect 

our planet. Year 6 enjoyed a trip to Nissan on Monday where they learned about the world of manufacturing and 

Year 3 enjoyed participating in a Multi-Skills Festival at Maiden Castle. 

 

November is the month of the Holy Souls; a time that we remember all those who have died, particularly those who 

have died during their time at war. On Wednesday we celebrated a beautiful Remembrance Mass with our children in 

Years 1-6. Thank you to everyone who has contributed to our Tree of Remembrance display.  

 

It was lovely to see parents at our parent evenings this week. I am  

sure that you would all have felt very proud of your children’s successes  

throughout this term so far.   This newsletter is full of information about  

things coming up in school over the next few weeks.  

 

Best wishes,  
 

Catherine Young (Head teacher) 

 

Odd Socks Day 

Next week is Anti-bullying week in school where 

the theme is ‘One Kind Word.’ On Monday 15th, 

it is Odd Socks Day and we are asking children  

to come into school wearing some odd socks!  

So get digging around in your sock drawers this 

weekend!  

 

NSPCC Speak Out, Stay Safe Assembly 

On Monday morning (15-11-21), our children in Years 1-6 shall participate in 

the virtual NSPCC Speak Out, Stay Safe assembly.  The assembly is designed 

to empower children to know when something isn't right and what they can 

do to get help about it. 

Staff News 

I am delighted to inform you that 

our Year 6 teacher, Mrs Thackray, 

is expecting a baby in March 2022. 

Congratulations to Mr and Mrs 

Thackray on such wonderful news!  

Queen’s Jubilee Extra 

Holiday Reminder 

Just a reminder that our school is 

closed on Monday 6th December 

due to the extra day’s holiday that 

schools are entitled to due to the 

Queen’s Jubilee two day bank 

holiday in June 2022.  



 

 

Covid Situation in Schools  

As mentioned previously, throughout this pandemic, the support from our parent community has been excellent. Once 

again, thank you for keeping your children at home if they have any symptoms of Covid and arranging a PCR test if 

necessary. We know that various symptoms have been found in children who have tested positive so thank you for 

keeping your children off school as a precaution. 

The situation is very varied across schools in our trust. We are still being vigilant and cautious, and we do still have 

some restrictions in place. The arrangements for Christmas activities are yet to be finalised, but they shall be shared 

with parents soon. 

 

Children in Need 

On Friday 19th November, we shall be fundraising for BBC 

Children in Need. Children can come into school wearing 

non-uniform and a suggested donation of £1.00 has been 

added to Parentpay for parents to pay at their leisure. 

Thank you for your support. 

Friends of St Benet’s 

Autumn Disco 
 

Tickets are selling fast for the Friends of St 

Benet’s disco which is happening on 

Wednesday 17th November. Tickets are priced 

at £3.00 each and the timings are: 

Infants – 3:30pm -4:40pm 

Juniors – 4:45pm – 6.00pm 

For those junior children attending after 

school clubs until 4:30pm, they can just go to 

the disco straight after their club 

Dates for your Diary (November/December)  

Wednesday 17th November – Virtual author, Thomas Taylor event for Y4/Y5 children (see below for information)  

Thursday 18th November – Flu Vaccinations (Reception to Year 6) – if you haven’t registered for your child, they won’t receive 

the vaccine.  

Friday 19th November – Children in Need Day 

Monday 22nd November – Y3 Stone Age Day in school 

Monday 22nd November – Y6 Trip to Eden Camp 

Tuesday 23rd November – Online Safety Assembly for Y5/6 children. One parent can attend the session from 2:30pm 

Sunday 28th November – First Sunday of Advent 

Thursday 2nd December – Y3/4 Advent Service (pm) – details to follow 

Monday 6th December – school closed in lieu of the Queen’s Jubilee Extra Bank Holiday 

Wednesday 8th December – Y2 Trip to Washington Wetlands 

Thursday 9th December – Choir singing at Chester View Care Home, joined by Age Concern 

Thursday 9th December – After School Clubs finish 

Monday 13th December – Y1/2 Christmas Play (pm) – details to follow 

Tuesday 14th December – Y6 Trip to St Leonard’s to watch their pantomime 

Tuesday 14th December – Y5 Christmas Play (pm) – details to follow 

Wednesday 15th December – Christmas Lunch Day 

Wednesday 15th December – Nursery/Reception Christmas Play – details to follow 

Friday 17th December – Christmas Jumper Day 

Friday 17th December – Christmas Mass in school 

Friday 17th December – Pantomime Trip for Years 1-6 to The Sunderland Empire – details to follow 

Tuesday 21st December – Christmas Party Day 

Wednesday 22nd December – Y6 Carol Service and Break Up for Christmas  

 

 

 

Online Safety Assembly – Y5/6 

Our Y5/6 children shall be taking part in an Online Safety 

assembly on Tuesday 23rd November, lead by a presenter from 

the Clennell Safeguarding Team. An assembly shall also be held 

afterwards for Y5/6 parents. One parent from each child is 

welcome to come along to meet in the school hall to listen to 

the talk at 2:30pm. Please come along and find out how you 

can ensure that your child is staying safe online.  



 

 

 

Clothing Bin 

(Message from Mrs Shaw, Friends of St Benet’s) 

We have had an exciting delivery in school this week of a shiny new clothes recycling bin. It is located by the doors 

of the main entrance and is part of a scheme to not only encourage our pupils and the community to recycle and 

take action against climate change, but will help to raise funds to benefit our children. There will be competitions 

that the children can get involved in with prizes for the winning child and the school. We hope that it will be a huge 

success benefitting both the school and the environment so we ask that you kindly donate your unwanted items of 

clothing, shoes (in pairs), hats and bags. This is organised and maintained by the Friends of St Benet’s and if you 

would struggle to drop off bags yourself, please get in touch as they could perhaps help to collect them. 

School Holidays 2022/2023 

A copy of the school holiday calendar for the 

academic year 2022-2023 can be found at:  

2022-23 Yearly School Calendar - 

CalendarLabs.com (st-benets.durham.sch.uk) 

Breakfast Club  

The St Benet’s Breakfast Club is up and running every 

morning from 7:30am to 8:55am. The cost of the sessions is 

now £3 per child. To sign your child up, please email 

stbenets@durhamlearning.net 

Y4/Y5 Thomas Taylor Virtual Author Event  

On Wednesday 17th November, children in Y4/Y5 shall be taking part in a virtual session with author, Thomas 

Taylor. We have been lucky enough to receive some copies of his novels in school for our school library as well as to 

use as class texts for storytime sessions. A separate handout has come home with children in Years 4/5 today, so 

please read it for further information about Thomas Taylor. Some great stocking filler ideas, perhaps! 

Parent and Carer Training Information Sessions in conjunction with SENDIASS 

Workshop 1 - SEND Law & The Code of Practice 

Monday 15th November 10am - 12pm & 6pm - 8pm on Zoom (both sessions will be the same) 

 

Workshop 2 - Quality First Teaching & Support without an EHCP 

Tuesday 16th November 10am - 12pm & 6pm - 8pm on Zoom (both sessions will be the same) 

 

Workshop 3 - Statutory Assessments & EHC Plans 

Wednesday 17th November 10am - 12pm on Zoom & 6pm - 8pm (both sessions will be the same) 

 

Workshop 4 - SEND Appeal & Tribunal 

Thursday 18th November 10am - 12 pm & 6pm - 8pm on Zoom (both sessions will be the same) 

 

These sessions are aimed at parent/carers of children and young people with SEND in Country Durham. 

 

To book places on the Zoom sessions please visit https://www.mctdurham.co.uk/news-events/  or  

https://www.facebook.com/MakingChangesTogetherDURHAM/  for links to booking through Zoom 
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