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Dear Parents, Carers and Governors,  

Last week was Anti-Bullying Week where the theme was ‘One Kind Word.’ We looked at what impact using kind words with each 

other has on our mental health and self-esteem. Each week, we hand out our ‘Friend of the Week’ award and many children 

could win this award. I am sure that with the acts of kindness we see around school, the theme of Anti-Bullying Week 2021 will 

live on at St Benet’s. 

 

Children also came into school wearing odd socks, expressing to all of us that we are all different and unique and how we should 

respect everyone no matter what. The week also started with children in Years 1-6 taking part in the NSPCC Speak Out, Stay Safe 

virtual assembly.  

 

The Friends of St Benet’s held a disco in school for the first time in 2 years. Both the infants and the juniors had a fantastic time 

and the staff and Friends group were thrilled to see the children enjoying themselves again. The disco raised close to £700 which 

is superb!  

 

This week, our Year 6 children have enjoyed a trip to Eden Camp to deepen their learning about World War I and II, Year 3 have 

revisited their Stone Age history topic with their own historical adventure day on our school site and Year 4 took part in a 

Gymnastics festival at Sherburn Gym Club competing against other schools.  

 

This Sunday, we celebrate the first Sunday of Advent; the time in the Church’s 

year where we prepare for the coming of Jesus. Over the next few weeks, our  

children shall be busy celebrating Advent in school as we wait for the birth 

of our saviour. Mrs Sammut, our chaplain, has been busy preparing our  

travelling cribs. Children in each class shall take it in turns each night to take  

home the travelling crib and join in a prayerful activity with family members. 

 
Kindest regards,  

 

Catherine Young (Head teacher) 

 

School Closed – Monday 6th 

December 

Just a reminder that our school is closed on 

Monday 6th December. This is because of the 

extra day’s holiday that schools are entitled to 

due to the Queen’s Jubilee two-day bank 

holiday in June 2022.  

Helping Your Child with Reading at Home 

Reading with your child each night is really important to ensure 

that they become fluent and expressive readers, particularly by 

the time they reach Year 3 (when they access so many other 

areas of the curriculum independently). To help your child 

progress in their reading, please visit our school website reading 

section, where we have provided a list of effective questions to 

use with your child at home: Effective-Questions-for-Reading-for-

parents-to-use-at-home.pdf (st-benets.durham.sch.uk)  

https://www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/23/2020/02/Effective-Questions-for-Reading-for-parents-to-use-at-home.pdf
https://www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/23/2020/02/Effective-Questions-for-Reading-for-parents-to-use-at-home.pdf


 

Christmas Play Information 

Information was circulated to all parents this week regarding the procedures that we shall be adopting for our 

annual Christmas plays. If you did not receive the email, a copy of the letter can be found on our school website at:  

Christmas-Events-2021.pdf (st-benets.durham.sch.uk)  

 

We are allowing one parent to attend each Christmas play performance. Face masks must be worn and parents will 

enter/exit via the school hall.  This is subject to change, should we receive additional guidance from the Local 

Authority/ Trust and should we have a rise in positive Covid cases in school. 
 

 

Online Safety – Key Points 

This week, our Y5/6 children participated in an assembly 

about Online Safety. Afterwards, some of our parents also 

came along to hear the key messages of Online Safety. Here 

are the key points from the assembly: 

1) Do not give out any personal information online, do 

not send pictures to strangers and always make sure 

that an adult is aware of what games you are 

playing/who you are talking to. 

2) Certain apps/games  have recommended age limits: 

Whatsapp – 16+ 

Snapchat 13+ 

Fortnite – 12 

Roblox – 7+ 

Fifa – 3+ (game) 13+ (online) 

Furthermore, we have also been advised by the local 

authority to inform parents that the Netflix show, Squid 

Games, is not appropriate for children.  

 

 

 

3)  

Friends of St Benet’s Christmas Raffle 

The Friends of St Benet’s are having a Christmas raffle and tickets shall be on sale from next week,  

In the school playground after school. There are some AMAZING PRIZES to be won so don’t miss out! 

 

Prizes include: Durham Motor Service MOT and Service (worth £150), Ultimate Bounce voucher, £50 cash prize,  

Little Lucy's photo shoot, Alnwick garden family pass & crazy golf, Mary doll cakes surprise box, Mary doll cakes 

12 cupcakes, Slumberkidz £30 voucher, Dominos 4 pizzas, Longhorns £50 voucher, Spoilt by Sam massage 

Table arrangement making class, Go north east 7 day pass, Tyne Bridge print, bottle prizes, Scentsy prizes, a One 

eyed stag and many more!   

A HUGE THANK YOU to our local pizza shops for supporting the Autumn Disco with their kind donations of pizza for 

our children! Casa Rosa, Caspian and il Cancello – wonderful local eateries nearby!  

Ultimate Bounce Zone – Offer 

for St Benet’s 

Thanks to one of our lovely parents, Ultimate 

Bounce Zone in Consett, are offering our 

children at St Benet’s a free visit. Because our 

school is closed on Monday 6th December, St 

Benet’s children are welcome to go along to 

Ultimate Bounce Zone that day for free 

(anytime between 9:30am and 5:30pm). What 

a lovely opportunity for our children 😊 

 

 

Children in Need Day  

Our non-uniform day last Friday for Children in Need raised  

£221.72. Thank you for your support 😊  
 

https://www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/23/2021/11/Christmas-Events-2021.pdf

