
Reception Curriculum Map 2021-2022 

 

 Autumn  Spring  Summer 
 

Topics 
 
 

Who Am I? 
Self-portraits/starting 

school/how have I 
changed? My 
family/staying 

healthy. 
People who help us  

Terrific Tales! 
Festivals and 
Celebrations.  

Traditional tales  
The Gingerbread Man 
The Little Red Hen – 

harvest 
Diwali 

Hanukkah  
Christmas  

Amazing Animals! 
Life cycles 

Safari 
Animals around the 

world  
Climates/hibernation 

Farm animals  
Mini beasts  

habitats 

Come outside! 
Plants/flowers  

Weathers/seasons  
 

Around the World! 
Where do we live? 

How do I get there? 
Around the Town 
Vehicles past and 

present  

Fun at the Seaside! 
Under the sea 

Holidays 
Send me a postcard! 

 

Possible key texts 
 
 

The Colour Monster 
Goes to School  

The Great Big Book of 
Families 

Owl Babies  
The Rainbow Fish 

Various traditional 
tales  

The Christmas Story 
The Jolly Christmas 

Postman 
Stickman 

The Hungry Caterpillar 
We’re Going on a Bear 

Hunt 
What the Ladybird 

Heard  
Rosie’s Walk 

Mad about Minibeasts  
 

Supertato  
Oliver’s Vegetables 

Jack and the 
Beanstalk 

 
 

 

Handa’s Surprise 
The Tiger Who Came 

to Tea  
The Naughty Bus  
The Snail and the 

Whale 

Lighthouse Keeper’s 
Lunch 

Commotion in the 
Ocean 

The Journey 
Tiddler  

Communication and 
Language 

 

Following 
instructions/class 
rules 
 
Turn taking  
 
Engage in story times  
 
Share ideas with 
adults and peers  

Join in with 
songs/familiar 
rhymes  
 
Listen to and talk 
about stories and 
rhymes 

Give opinion and share 
ideas with confidence in 
different situations 
 
Explain what has 
happened  
 
Use full sentences  

Connect 
ideas/actions 
together using a 
range of 
connectives 
 
Respond to what 
they have heard 
and ask questions 
to clarify 

Predict what might 
happen  
 
Express ideas and 
feelings using full 
sentences  
 

Use a range of 
vocabulary when 
speaking, making use 
of new vocabulary that 
they have learned  
 
Use past, present and 
future forms when 
speaking, with 
modelling and support 
from adult 
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Personal, Social and 
Emotional 

Development 
 

PSHE: 
- Belonging to 

a community 
- Families and 

Friendships 
Ten Ten:  

- Module 1: 
Unit 1: Story 
Sessions: 
Handmade 
with love 

PSHE: 
- Safe 

Relationships 
- Respecting 

ourselves and 
others  

Ten Ten: 
- Module 1: 

Unit 2: I am 
me; Heads, 
shoulders, 
knees and 
toes; Ready 
teddy? 

PSHE: 
- Media Literacy 

and Digital 
Resilience  

Ten Ten:  
- Module 1: Unit 

3: I like, you 
like, we all like! 
Good feelings, 
bad feelings; 
Let’s get real 

PSHE: 
- Money and 

Work 
Ten Ten:  

- Module 1: 
Unit 4: 
Growing up 

PSHE: 
- Physical 

Health and 
Wellbeing  

Ten Ten:  
- Module 3: 

Unit 1: God is 
love; Loving 
God, loving 
others  

 

PSHE: 
- Growing and 

Changing  
- Keeping Safe 

Ten Ten: 
- Module 3: Unit 

2: Me, you, us 

Physical Development 
 

PE – movement 
(experiment with 
different ways of 
moving) 
 
 

PE – gymnastics 
(balance, climbing, 
travelling over 
obstacles safely) 
 
 

PE – ball skills (throwing 
and catching, 
coordination) 
 
 

PE – ball skills (using 
feet, introducing 
competitive games) 
 
 

PE – dance (moving 
energetically, 
coordination, 
negotiating space) 
 
 

PE – athletics (jumping, 
running, coordination) 
 
 

Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip. 
Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery. 

Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 
 

Literacy 
 
 

Revisit phase 1 – 
hearing sounds  
 
RWI – learning initial 
set 1 sounds (hear, 
say, write) 
 

RWI – continue to 
learn set 1 sounds  
Orally blending 
simple CVC words 
 
Writing simple CVC 
words/labels 
 

RWI – begin to learn set 
2 sounds 
Most children begin 
reading stories  
 
Sequence and retell 
stories using their own 
words and recently 
introduced vocabulary  

RWI – continue to 
learn set 2 sounds. 
Writing simple 
sentences (hold a 
sentence) 
 
Introduce capital 
letters and full 
stops.  

RWI – revisiting 
sounds taught  
Continue with ditty 
books/writing simple 
sentences (hold a 
sentence) 
 

RWI – read aloud 
simple sentences and 
books that are 
consistent with their 
phonic knowledge, 
including some 
common exception 
words 
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Fine motor skills –
pencil control/mark 
making 
 
Name writing  
 
 
Letter formation 
 
Listen to and retell 
simple stories  

Letters to Father 
Christmas  
 
Describe events in 
familiar stories and 
predict events  

 
Labels/captions  
 
Use and understand 
recently introduced 
vocabulary during 
discussions about 
stories, non-fiction, 
rhymes and poems 
during role play. 

Spell words by 
identifying sounds in 
them  
 
Writing letters  
 
Animal fact file 
 
 

Writing simple 
sentences and phrases 
that can be read by 
others 
 
Writing postcards 
 
Simple stories  

Mathematics 
(Power Maths) 

 

Number – number 
and place value: 
Counting to 5 
 
Comparing groups 
within 5 

Shape – 2D and 3D 
shapes  
 
Number – addition 
and subtraction: 
Change within 5 
 
Number bonds within 
5 
 
Spatial awareness – 
positional language  

Number – numbers to 
10 
 
Comparing numbers 
within 10 
 
Addition to 10 
 
Measure – length, 
height and weight  

Number bonds to 
10 
 
Subtraction  
 
Exploring patterns  
 
Counting on and 
counting back  

Numbers to 20 
 
Numerical patterns – 
doubling, 
halving/sharing, odds 
and evens  

Shape (composing and 
decomposing shapes) 
 
Measure – volume and 
capacity 
 
Sorting  
 
Time  

UTW – Past and 
Present 
(History) 

 

Personal history – 
What do I know 
about me? How am I 
the same? How am I 
different? What 
makes a family? 
Compare similarities 
and differences to 
others.  

Looking at different 
celebrations and 
festivals across 
different cultures 
such as Diwali, 
Remembrance Day, 
Christmas – 
similarities and 
differences between 
these traditions.  

 
 
 
Passage of time within 
seasons – how has our 
routine changed since 
autumn?  
 

 
 
 
Passage of time 
within seasons – 
how has our routine 
changed compared 
to autumn/spring? 
 

Explore wider 
community – Ouston, 
Durham. How has it 
changed? What were 
the shops like? How 
did people used to 
travel?  
 

Looking at where 
children have visited? 
In the uk? Abroad?  
Talking about their 
own experiences and 
comparing it to others.  
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Looking at pictures of 
when they were 
young- children to 
sequence these 
photos in 
chronological order.  
 
Passage of time 
within seasons –  
Looking at how our 
routines change 
during autumn e.g. 
start school, wear 
warmer clothing etc.  
 

Family traditions and 
experiences such as 
welcoming a new 
baby into the family – 
looking at personal 
experiences.  
 

UTW – People, 
cultures and 
communities 
(Geography) 

Learning about their 
personal 
environment (their 
home, local park, 
local shops). 
Comparing and 
contrasting their 
home and the homes 
of their wider family 
with others. Look at 
Google Earth to 
locate house. Class 
walk to the local 
shop. Making a 
simple map of their 
route to the shop 
using photographs. 
(On my way home) 

Introduce a map of 
the world to locate 
different celebrations 
from different 
cultures.  
Look at Google Earth 
and compare to a 
map of the world to 
show children how 
real objects are 
represented on maps. 
 

 
 
Look at features of 
familiar environment 
e.g. river, hill, fields, 
roads etc and look at 
simple map to see how 
they are represented. 
Create own simple map. 
 

 Stories from other 
countries. Compare 
and contrast different 
places and ways of 
life, different 
weather, flora and 
fauna. 
Look at a globe and 
locate the countries 
from the stories.  
 

 
 
Using pirate stories to 
create out own 
treasure map – using 
what we have learned 
about the key features 
of a simple map 
(drawing hills, fields, 
building etc).Make 
treasure map for a 
friend to follow. 
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UTW – The Natural 
World 

(Science) 

Seasonal Change  

Exploring the world 
around us using our 
five senses  

Materials and their 
properties  
 
Change in states  

Make observations of plants and animals 
Explore life cycles  
 
 
 

Forces – magnets  Life under the sea – 
compare to animals 
that live on land  
 
Floating and sinking  

Expressive Arts and 
Design  

 

Explore the use of 
colour and design 
 
Explore tools and 
their uses 
 
Self portraits (using 
powder paints, 
mixing colours) 
Kandinsky – 
concentric circles 
(technique, colour) 
 
 

Invent and adapt 
stories through their 
role play and small 
world play 
 
Diva lamps (using 
clay) – materials, 
tools, technique. 
Firework pictures 
(using chalks, oil 
pastels) – materials, 
texture, form. 
Christmas crafts – 
decorations, cards. 
Van Gogh – Starry 
night (finger painting) 
– technique. 
(selecting tools for a 
purpose) 

Make use of props and 
materials in the role 
play area to re create 
well known stories 
 
Perform songs and 
stories 
 
 
Rousseau’s tiger  
Collages  

Develop own 
designs and select 
materials 
 
Create and adapt 
designs 
 
Observational 
drawings of 
plants/trees/ 
environment.  
Andy Goldsworthy  
- sculpture 
(outdoors/joining 
materials). 
 
Mother’s Day 
crafts/cards 
Easter Cards 
Georgia O’Keeffe – 
flowers  
(exploring use of 
texture) 
 
 
 

Perform poems, songs 
and stories 
 
Invent and adapt 
stories through their 
role play and small 
world play 
 
African Art (patterns) 
 
Eric Carle – The 
Seasons 
 
 

Explore the use of a 
range of tools 
 
Have preferences for 
forms of expression 
and explain my use of 
materials and design 
 
Rainbow fish collages  
 
Salt dough fossils  
 
Pirate ships 
 
Father’s Day cards  
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RE (Come and See) 
 

Myself/Judaism Welcome/Birthday Celebrating/Gathering Growing Good News/Friends  Islam/Our World 

Computing 
(Kapow Primary) 

Computing systems 
and networks 1: 

Using a computer 

Programming 1: All 
about instructions 

Computing systems 
and networks 2: 

Exploring hardware 

Programming 2: 
Programming Bee-

Bots 

Data Handling: 
Introduction to data 

 

Music 
(Kapow Primary) 

 Celebration Music Exploring Sound Music and 
Movement 

Musical Stories Big Band 

 


