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Dear Parents, Carers and Governors,  

Here we are at the end of the first half term of 2021-2022. I think that the children and staff are all ready for a half 

term break as we certainly have been full of busy since Tuesday 7th September! It is lovely to have after school clubs 

back up and running as well as whole-school assemblies and collective worships. The children have enjoyed playing 

with their friends in other classes on the school playground again and making the most of the new trim trail. Our Year 

5/6 children have embraced the role of being a school buddy once more with their friends in Nursery and Reception.  

 

Yesterday, our Key Stage 2 children gathered in the school hall with Fr Martin for a wonderful Mass to celebrate the 

Harvest. Thank you to everyone for their kind donations of food items that were collected by The People’s Kitchen 

yesterday. As always, your generosity is invaluable!    

 

This newsletter is full of details about upcoming things next half term, as well as information from each class teacher 

summarising what the children have been learning about this half term. 

 

Wishing you all a very relaxing half term break. Don’t forget to put your clocks back by an hour on 31st October!  

 

God Bless, 

Catherine Young 

Head teacher 

 

Parents’ Evening – Monday 8th and Tuesday 9th November 

Our Autumn term Parents’ Evenings are coming up very soon. From Monday 1st November, you shall be able to book a 

place for this via our Parentmail app. This year, Parents Evenings will take place in the school hall and there will still be 

some restrictions and guidance in place.   

Parents will enter and access the school hall via the staff car park and through the fire exit doors. The staff car park is 

well lit at night so access will not be a problem. When you are waiting for your child’s appointment (if a teacher is busy 

speaking to another parent), chairs will be positioned in the middle of the hall for you to sit at. Unfortunately, you will 

not be able to look at your child’s books and only one parent is able to attend the meeting. Please can all parents wear 

masks for their appointment. 

Due to the current number of positive Covid cases within the UK at present, as well as the fact that we have had some 

positive cases within our school community lately, we are taking extra precautions at the current time to ensure the 

health and safety for both children, staff and parents. I know that other schools are adopting a very similar approach. 

Appointments for Parents’ Evenings shall be live on Parentmail from Monday 1st November.  



 

 

Autumn Term Reports 

In advance of Parents’ Evening, your child shall bring 

home a copy of their interim report for the Autumn 

term on Friday 5th November.  

Y6 Baptism Certificates 

If your child is in Y6 and was baptised at St Joseph’s 

Church, Deacon Peter has dropped duplicate copies 

of Baptism certificates at school. If you require a copy 

of your child’s Baptism certificate, please contact us.  

Nature Week 

This week has been Nature Week in school. Mrs Wealleans, our Forest School leader, organised a wonderful week of 

activities for the children including den building, orienteering, campfire cooking as well as some team games in the 

woods. Hopefully, you will have seen some of the photos on our school twitter page. As well as visits to the woods 

and campfire cooking on site, the children have participated in some Nature Art as well as Mindfulness activities 

outside. Autumn is a wonderful time to be in the great outdoors! Our children really enjoy their Forest School lessons 

and we are looking forward to bringing them back to our school curriculum this academic year.  

 

Friends of St Benet’s Autumn Disco 

The Friends of St Benet’s shall be holding an Autumn 

Disco on Wednesday 17th November after school. 

Infants 3:30pm – 4.40pm and Juniors 4.45pm -

6.00pm. £3 per ticket including pizza and a drink. 

Tickets shall be on sale from Monday 8th November.  

 

Breakfast Club 
Our breakfast club is starting on Monday 1st November, 

from 7:30am. Please contact us at 

stbenets@durhamlearning.net if you would like to sign 

your child up for a day (Monday to Friday).  

 

PE Days After Half Term 

Reception – Thursday                                                                     Year 4 – Tuesday and Wednesday 

Year 1 – Monday and Friday                                                          Year 5 – Tuesday and Wednesday 

Year 2 – Wednesday and Friday                                                    Year 6 – Wednesday (swimming) and Thursday 

Year 3 - Wednesday and Friday                                                    *Y5 swimming lessons shall start later in the term.                     

                                                                        **Nursery do not need a PE Kit and PE activities will fit in across the week. 

mailto:stbenets@durhamlearning.net


 

 

What have we been learning this half term? 

Howtown Trip Y5/6 11 -18 October 2021 

Our Year 5 and Year 6 classes have had a fun and adventurous week at Howtown! 
 During our stay we developed our resilience, independence, confidence and teamwork  
skills through a variety of activities. Each group had a specialist instructor who encouraged 
 us in our daily adventures which included hill walking, gorge walking, canoeing, jog and 
 dip and problem-solving tasks. Throughout our stay, we learned a lot about ourselves  
and grew closer together as friends, to create memories that will last a lifetime. 
 
The Outward Bound Trust - where we were based -  summarise the aims of our week  
perfectly, in saying: “We challenge young people to never give up,  
to change their perspective and to learn the most important  
lesson: to believe in themselves.” 

Written by Mr Rooney 

 

Nursery (written by Mrs Wealleans)  
It has been so exciting to welcome the children into Nursery this half term. Some children were returning after being 

with us for a term already, while many were new faces, but all of them have made a great start to the school year. 

The children have all settled in really well and both children and staff have been enjoying getting to know each other, 

with a focus on lots of conversation, learning our daily routines, developing independence and making friendships.  

We have based some of our learning across the different areas of development around the themes of ‘Ourselves’, 

‘Autumn’ and ‘Nursery Rhymes’, alongside allowing the children to explore all of the resources and opportunities that 

nursery has to offer. We have focused on Phase 1 phonics with lots of listening activities and an emphasis on hearing 

environmental sounds, and the children have really enjoyed listening to and joining in with some of our favourite 

stories – ‘The Gruffalo’, ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’, ‘Shark in the Park’ – as well as voting for their own story choice 

daily. They have also been practising recognising their names when they are written down and are very quick to find 

their name cards when playing ‘The Name Game’, and have enjoyed our ‘Dough Disco’ and ‘Squiggle While You 

Wiggle’ sessions to strengthen hands and fingers and encourage mark making shapes. We have been learning and 

practising lots of number songs, and beginning to show quantities using our fingers, as well as making the most of all 

the opportunities for counting and discussing numbers in our daily routines. It has been lovely to see the children 

growing in confidence and independence, and to see them come in so happily every day. 

Some of our half term highlights have been investigating different fruits and vegetables, looking for signs of Autumn 

and playing with the fallen leaves, scooping out pumpkins and examining the seeds, going on a nature walk, and 

spending an afternoon in Forest School with our Year 5 buddies. The children have also really enjoyed acting out their 

favourite songs and nursery rhymes using props, puppets and costumes, re-enacting familiar scenarios in our Home 

Corner, exploring our fabulous outdoor area, and investigating resources like the magnets and construction 

materials. We have had so much fun, and cannot wait for next half term! 

 



 

  

 

 

Reception (written by Miss Self)  
This half term we have welcomed our wonderful new Reception children into school and what fun they have had! 

They have spent lots of time getting to know their year 6 buddies; being able to play with them on the yard, sitting 

with them at lunch and celebrated this new friendship through a lovely Welcome liturgy. We have been very busy 

learning how to hear, say and write our set 1 sounds and are doing a brilliant job! Since learning their sounds, the 

children are becoming more and more confident in being able to blend the sounds to read words. 

In Reception, we have been learning all about Ourselves and Our Family. We have read lots of stories that show us 

different families and it has made us realise that not every family is the same! We have had lots of opportunities to 

explore our lovely classroom: being able to paint on the easel; play in the water tray; make things using the 

playdough; build models on the creative table; create imaginary worlds with the small world characters and lots 

more! We have ended this half term with nature week, where we have spent time with our buddies building dens, 

toasting marshmallows and drinking some delicious hot chocolate! 

Next half term, we will be delving into some Terrific Tales and will have plenty of opportunities to get our acting hats 

on to act out familiar stories. We will also be learning about different festivals and celebrations! 

 

Year 1 (written by Mrs Davies) 

Year One have had a great start to the new year, we have especially enjoyed starting all of our new subjects where 

we have learned about animals, personal history, using a computer and musical rhythms!  We have continued with 

our Read, Write, Inc programme for phonics and reading that we started in Reception and are trying hard with our 

Reading at Home.  

The highlights of our half term have been going outside looking for animals and habitats, interviewing Mr Dixon 

about childhood in the 1950s and going to forest school this week.  Well done to the children for a fantastic transition 

to Key Stage 1 - you have all been amazing! 



  

 

Year 2 (Written by Mrs Sands) 

Year 2 have had a busy half term! We have all settled in very well and are working hard In English we have been 

reading all about Otto, in ‘The Penguin who wanted to find out’. We have written some fabulous character 

descriptions using exciting adjectives. In Maths we have been learning how to use column addition and subtraction, 

which can be tricky! 

In History, we have been fantastic historians, looking at things that were built before we were born. More specifically, 

in the North East. We have enjoyed learning all about famous landmarks; The Angel of the North, the Tyne Bridge, 

Hadrian’s Wall to name a few. From this, we then have looked at the importance of these places. We then painted 

these using water colours. 

During Nature week, we have had a great forest school afternoon – we went into the forest and found natural objects 

to complete some ark work on the ground. We then had a fire to toast marshmallows and warm our hot chocolate up 

– yum! 

 

Year 3  

Wow! What a half-term we have had. From studying the Stone-Age in History, to learning all about Aretha Franklin 

and Rosa Parks as part of Black History Month, we have enjoyed it all. Our highlights include: making our own cave 

art and paintbrushes from natural materials as part of English, History, Art and Forest School; studying ‘Rocks’ as part 

of our Science, leading to some great ‘Show and Tells’, with all the Sedimentary, Metamorphic and Igneous rocks we 

have found. 

We have also been learning to play the recorder, (thank you Mrs Stone); enjoyed our ‘Friendship Morning’ where we 

focussed on how to be a good friend, Power Maths and English, (ask us about ‘Learning Chunks). I think we can all 

agree, it has flown over and we have all settled confidently into Year 3. Roll on next half-term… 

Written by Mrs Young 

 



 

 

 

Year 5 (written by Mrs Bissell) 

Year 5 have had a fantastic half term with plenty to keep us busy! The children have settled really well into the 

routines of Year 5 and here are some of the highlights: 

In History, we have been learning all about the Vikings. We have discussed their invasion of Lindisfarne and the 

reasons for this and subsequent settlement in parts of the United Kingdom. Deacon Peter even visited us one Friday 

morning, to tell us all of his knowledge about the Viking invasion-we learnt so many facts! 

We completed our topic with a great trip to York, where we conducted a historical  

enquiry in The DIG as archaeologists and Jorvik Viking Centre itself, where we explored  

a Viking village and found out all the answers to our questions about the Viking  

way of life! We have had a super time learning all about the way our ancestors  

may have lived. 

 

 

Year 4 (written by Miss Loughlin) 

What a wonderful first half term in year 4! It has been great to be reunited as a class since we were last together in 

year 1, with some new added faces. We have particularly enjoyed reading a new class text, the Firework Maker’s 

Daughter, where we have focused our learning on description writing and have taken on roles of characters to write 

retells and diary entries.  

Since it is October, we have read a variety of non- fiction texts about Black History Month. We have learnt about 

significant people from black history by reading the vibrant text: ‘Young, Gifted and Black.’ We have created our own 

research and presentations for homework around a significant person of our choice, we are so passionate and 

enthusiastic about equality for all. 

 

We have enjoyed learning about the Romans this half term and find it extremely interesting how they are a huge part 

of our history heritage. We thoroughly enjoyed a play in a day where we took on the part of being romans and had 

the best fun going back in time back in history. In Science, we have enjoyed learning about the human body and how 

the digestive system works, especially modelling the digestive system! We are looking forward to the next half term 

where we will be reading about a mysterious door and some magical characters who journey through it! 

 



 

 

 

 

Year 6 (written by Mrs Thackray) 

This half term Year 6 have been very busy learning lots of new and exciting things. In geography, we have been 

looking at climate change and how it is important that we act to make a change. We have discovered the devastating 

effects of climate change and we took part in the ECO Smart Schools Climate Conference, where we worked with 

other schools across the world to think how we can try to combat climate change. What pledge could you make? It 

could be something as simple as walking more, recycling or even creating a wildflower garden. 

In our English lessons we have been reading the book, Climate Heroes, which is filled with inspirational stories of 

people saving our world. We have researched some of these inspirational people and created a biography of David 

Attenborough. 

In other subjects, we have been developing our cricket and swimming skills and have been learning how to stay safe 

in the water. We have been learning all about codes in computer and discovering why secret codes are used and why 

they are useful. We even wrote our own secret codes. 

 

 

Harvest Prayer 

God of the Harvest, 

We thank you for the fruits of the earth, 

We thank you for the hands that plant the crops 

And tend the flocks, 

For those who look to the heavens for rain. 

 

Help us to bear fruits in our own lives, 

what it means to reap and what we sow. 

Help us to grow in responsibility for what we do, 

For our earth, our common home, 

For our brothers and sisters 

Who live in places where life is much harder. 

Bless all those who sow and reap. 

Bless the harvest of the earth. 

Bless the harvest of our lives. 


