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Dear Parents, Carers and Governors,  

Welcome to the new school year! I hope that you have all enjoyed the summer break and are looking forward to this new term. 

When the children returned on Tuesday, it was a day that we finally shared space! The bubbles have now gone and the children 

are enjoying laughing, playing and cheering with other year groups again on the school playground. It is wonderful to have our 

children mixing with each other at playtimes and lunchtimes and after the past 18 months, they deserve every moment of the 

fun that it brings. 

Below are a few key messages from school: 

Earrings 

Children should not be wearing earrings for school. If your child has had their ears pierced over the summer and they can not 

remove them, they can wear tape over their ears for the next few weeks. To ensure that learning time is not wasted, please 

ensure that they come to school with their ears already taped over. Children who have had their ears pierced for a while should 

have their earrings removed for school.  

 

Afterschool Clubs 

Our afterschool clubs shall resume on Monday 20th September. There shall be a variety of extra-curricular activities on offer, 

thanks to our staff for volunteering to support this provision. Information shall be sent to parents on Monday. 

 

Contact Details 

Please can you ensure that we have your most updated contact details, as well as those who are also identified as an 

emergency contact for your child. 

 

School Calendars 2021-2022 

Mrs Finley has been working with a company to produce a lovely St Benet’s Calendar for this academic year which displays 

photos of our beautiful children. They cost £5. We shall be selling them outside of school next week, starting on Tuesday 

morning. If people would like to purchase one, you can pay cash or we can add the amount to your ParentPay account. 

 

Covid Symptom Reminder 

Thank you for continuing to work with us and ensuring that if your child has any Covid symptoms, that they remain at home 

and take a PCR test. Our parental support throughout this pandemic has been exceptional! If your child does take a PCR test, 

please continue to send proof of the negative result to the school email address: stbenets@durhamlearning.net.   
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A Prayer for the New School Year 

Lord, 

Help us today to keep things in perspective and 

appreciate what we have. As we start this new 

year, instil in us a sense of  

balance. Make us aware of  

Your presence in our  

community and let Your 

love and care shine  

through us. 

 

Amen 

Homework and Home Reading 

Home reading and spellings shall be sent home next Monday 13th September. Spelling tests will happen on a Friday, except Year 

3 children, who shall be tested on a Thursday. Last year, we did not have as many children reach their Gold or Diamond Reading 

Level. This year, we shall have reading challenges each month to see which class can has the highest number of bronze 

certificates, silver, gold etc. The class with the most shall be rewarded 😊  

Homework shall not be sent home next week, but instead, will start on Monday 20th September. All children in Years 1-6 shall 

receive a Maths and Reading study book and homework shall be centred around revisiting topics recently studied in class.   

 

Howtown Trip Y5/6  

The children’s residential programme to the Lake District shall now be based at the Howtown centre (not Ullswater) due to the 

Covid-19 secure policy that the Outward Bound Trust have adopted. The children seem very excited about this upcoming 

experience. There shall be an information session for parents on Tuesday 28th September at 3:30pm in the school hall. Only one 

parent/adult can attend this meeting, along with your child. 

 

Secondary School Open Evenings 

Applications are now open for Secondary Schools for our Year 6 children. Some of the dates for Open Evenings that we know 

about are: 

• Park View – Thursday 16th September 

• St Leonard’s – Thursday 30th September 

• Cardinal Hume – TBC 

In addition, all of our Year 6 children shall be visiting St Leonard’s for the day on Wednesday 22nd September. Information to 

follow. 

 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

We shall be joining the nation on Friday 24th September and having a cake sale in school to raise money for Macmillan. This is 

for children only, who can buy cakes on the day. We are kindly asking parents for any donations of shop bought cakes to be 

brought to school on the morning of Friday 24th September. Donations to Macmillan will be made via Justgiving and we shall 

send out a link closer to the time. Thank you in advance.  

 

Our newsletters shall be fortnightly this year and the next edition shall provide information about upcoming events for the 

Autumn term. It is wonderful to have our children back in school and I hope that 2021-2022 will be a very happy, successful and 

bright year for all of us! 

 

Kind regards, 

 
Catherine Young 

Head teacher 

 

 

Big Smile Walk 

During the summer holidays, some of our staff members 

participated in a challenge walk to raise money for the Walk and 

Talk trust and the Big Smile initiative. This charity’s vision is to 

promote the benefits that walking has on our mental health. Every 

school who participated shall be in receipt of walking boots for the 

Year 6 children. We can’t wait to see our Year 6 children in their 

new boots! A huge THANK YOU to everyone who sponsored us 😊  

 

 


