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Dear Parents, Carers and Governors,  

We are three weeks into the new school year and our children are certainly back into the swing of things! They have adapted 

brilliantly to the new (or should I say, old) routines again and the staff are enjoying welcoming activities back again. Our school 

council are back in force, the Mini Vinnies are assisting with charity events again and we have even introduced a new young 

leader group to school this year- The Litter Police (a group of Y6 pupils who are responsible for emptying the new school bins 

on the playground and promoting a litter free playground). 

Speaking of playgrounds, I am sure you will all have seen our wonderful new trim trail that has appeared over the summer 

holiday. The area is yet to be completed, but our children have been enjoying playing on the new trim trail for the last two 

weeks. This addition has been costly, however thanks to the Friends of St Benet’s who have contributed £6,000, we have been 

fortunate enough to purchase this for our children. The money received from the Friends of St Benet’s is a cumulation of the 

events held in school by our PTA over the last couple of years. So, thank you to our Friends group for their fundraising activities 

over recent years and to our parent community as a whole, for supporting our PTA. Our children have benefitted greatly!  

 
 

Here are a few key messages from school: 

 

IMPORTANT – Non-Attendance at School 

If your child is unwell, you must telephone or email us before 9:30am each day to let us know. It is a legal requirement that we 

know where all children are when they are not at school. If you are going on holiday (which still cannot be authorised, unless 

exceptional circumstances), please ensure that you have completed a holiday request form. 

 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone for your kind donations of cakes for this morning’s Macmillan Cake Fest. There were so many 

cakes and the children enjoyed such treats. We have raised £218 so far to date, so thank you for your generosity. 

 

Non Uniform Day- Next Friday Go Green for CAFOD 

Next Friday 1st October is CAFOD Harvest Fast Day and this year, the theme of the campaign goes green to support Amazon 

communities protecting the rainforest. Therefore, we shall be having a green clothes day. Children can come into school 

wearing an item of green or should they wish, head to toe coloured in green! Working with our parish and parish schools, St 

Joseph’s Infants and Juniors, we shall be fundraising for CAFOD. A joint fundraising page has been set up for anyone wishing to 

make a small donation to this appeal https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stjosephsbirtley 

Alternatively, your child is welcome to bring a £1 donation into school next Friday. During this Harvest time, we appreciate the 

ongoing support from our community.  

 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justgiving.com%2Ffundraising%2Fstjosephsbirtley&data=04%7C01%7Cc.young%40st-benets.durham.sch.uk%7C8d71b73033e2417972ec08d9795d3bf4%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C637674263634022174%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=yhoE2pOSPsrr8yq29aeBD6anpM2ZVZRUNnXHpaGbfwI%3D&reserved=0


 

Dates for your Diary  

**Please note: some dates are provisional and information about any events shall be distributed closer to the time 

Wednesday 29th September – School Photograph day (a text reminder shall be sent next week) 

Friday 1st October – Non-Uniform Day – Wear Green for CAFOD 

Friday 8th October – ‘Hello Yellow’ Day – children can come to school wearing something yellow in support of a sunshine day 

focusing on promoting a positive mental health 

Monday 11th October – Y5/6 Howtown Trip (children not going to Howtown shall work with Mrs Thackray this week) 

Monday 18th - Friday 22nd October  – Nature/Forest School Themed Week 

Wednesday 20th October – Y5 Trip to Jorvik Viking Centre 

Wednesday 20th October – Y4 Play in a Day centred around The Romans 

Thursday 21st October – Harvest Mass in school (year groups TBC) 

Friday 21st October – Break up for Half Term 

Monday 1st November – Back to School 

Monday 8th November – Y6 Trip to Nissan 

Monday 8th & Tuesday 9th November – Parents’ Evenings (arrangements TBC) 

Wednesday 10th November – Remembrance Mass in school (year groups TBC) 

Thursday 18th November – Flu Vaccinations (Reception to Year 6) 

Friday 19th November – Children in Need Day 

Monday 22nd - Friday 26th  November  – Choice/Careers Themed Week 

Sunday 28th November – First Sunday of Advent 

 

School Council and House Captains 

I am delighted to announce that this year’s school council representatives are: 

Abigail and Max (Year 1), Kain and Neveah (Year 2), William BT and Edie (Year 3), Max and Effie (Year 4), Izzy and James (Year 5) 

and Daisy and Matthew (Year 6). They have lots of exciting ideas to share with our children!  

 

Our House Captains are: 

St Hilda Jessica (HC) and Jasmine (DHC), St Cuthbert: Summer (HC) and Finley (DHC), St Bede: Hayden (HC) and Ethan (DHC) and 

St Aidan: Brooke (HC) and Billy (DHC) 

 

Healthy Snacks at Playtimes Please 

As part of the National Fruit Scheme, children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are provided with a piece of fruit at morning 

playtime. Please can we ensure that children in the junior classes also bring in a healthy snack. A piece of fruit, cereal bar (with 

or without chocolate) or another form of healthy snack, are great options. Thank you. 

 

Tesco at Chester-le-Street 

Thanks to Mr McQueen, we have been successful in our application for the Tesco Community Grant to support our OPAL 

Outdoor Play and Learn Project. We hope to get this back up and running in the near future. If anyone is shopping in Tesco at 

Chester-le-Street, from Friday 1st October, you can vote for our project. Please pass the message on to family and friends as we 

could win up to £1500 for our school grounds 😊 

 

Howtown Trip Y5/6  

Just a reminder that there is a meeting on Tuesday 28th September at 3:30pm for parents of children attending Howtown this 

year. It will now be held in the Y5 classroom and one parent and the child can access the classroom from the school playground 

at the end of the day.  

 

School Calendars 2021-2022 Reminder 

We still have school calendars for sale which are a lovely addition to any kitchen fridge or presents for family members. If 

people would like to purchase one please let us know. You can pay cash or we can add the amount to your ParentPay account. 

 

Kind regards, 

 
Catherine Young 

Head teacher 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


