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Head teacher’s News 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Governors,  

 

 

This week, we have celebrated SPORTS WEEK in school which has been a week filled with running, hula hoops, 

space hoppers, races and rounders. Well done to all of our children this week. The winning team from our Year 1 to 

Year 6 Sports Day was St Aidan and the runners up were St Hilda. Well done! On Monday 5th July, we will be joined 

by Andy from AE Coaching who is coming to deliver a Street Games Day to children in Years 2 – 6. Please ensure 

that if your child is in Y2-6,  they come to school wearing a PE Kit. 

 

More school trips have occurred this week with Year 5 going to York to revisit their Viking topic from the Autumn 

term and Year 3 going back in time to Ancient Egypt and Ancient Greece at The Hancock Museum. Year 4 also 

visited Seaham to carry out some field work with a bonus ice-cream from Lickety Split thrown in! Next week, our 

Reception children shall visit Hall Hill Farm and the following week, Year 1 and 2 shall visit Roker Beach. It is 

wonderful to be able to offer our children these experiences again. 

 

Our Year 6 children were enthused on Tuesday when we were joined by PER Productions who came to film their 

production of The Tempest. The children’s performance is brilliant…a true West End Show! The DVDS of the 

production shall be presented to the children in their last week.   

 

Reminder- Covid Symptoms 

Schools, bubbles and year groups are closing around the country and so far this year, we have been extremely lucky 

with the lack of positive cases in school. Thank you (as always) for supporting us and keeping your child at home if 

they are unwell or present any Covid symptoms. As per the letter last week, we are told that a headache, runny 

nose and sore throat have been found to be Covid symptoms in children. If your child presents with any of these 

symptoms or a cough, high temperature or loss/change of smell, please keep them at home and arrange a PCR test. 

Please also click on the link for a letter to parents from the Director of Public Health https://www.st-

benets.durham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/23/2021/07/Parents-Letter-End-of-Year-Activities-June-2021.pdf  
 

Changeover Day 

Your child shall be moving into their new class for the day on Thursday 8th July. Year 6 shall be working with Mrs 

Hanley preparing for their leaver’s celebration, as well as some sport and fun activities.  

 

PE Kit Reminder 

Please can we remind all parents that the school PE kit is a white t-shirt, PE hoody/school or leaver hoody, 

navy/black shorts or trousers. Football kits, stripy t-shirts and t-shirts with logos on the front are not PE uniform. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/23/2021/07/Parents-Letter-End-of-Year-Activities-June-2021.pdf
https://www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/23/2021/07/Parents-Letter-End-of-Year-Activities-June-2021.pdf


 

Year of St Joseph 

Pope Francis has proclaimed a special “Year of St Joseph,” which began on the  

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, December 8 2020. In line with our  

diocesan schools, we shall celebrate the life of St Joseph with a monthly focus.  

During the month of July, the focus is Accepting,  

Let us think for a moment of how we can really be ourselves.  

Throughout today and the rest of term let us try  

to be the best version of ourselves. Let us follow Joseph’s example of accepting  

God’s plan for us and rise to any challenges ahead of us. Those challenges may 

include going to a new school, making new friends, changing classes and  

changing teachers. Sometimes challenges can seem a bit frightening, but  

we can ask God to help us to accept them, like St Joseph did. 

 

 

Head teacher’s News continued… 

 

After-School Clubs 

The last day for our After-School Clubs is Thursday 8th July. There shall be no provision during the last week of term.  

 

Reports  

On Friday 9th July, your child will come home with their annual school report.  

 

The next update letter shall be circulated on the last day, Friday 16th July.  
 

Best wishes, 

 
Catherine Young 

Head teacher 

 

The Big Smile: Walking for Hiking Boots for our Year 5 Children 

Thank you so much to those families who have already sponsored the staff on their challenge walk this summer. 

Just a quick reminder from last week’s letter about what we are doing…. 

During the Summer Holidays, some staff members shall be taking part in a walk to raise money for the Walk and 

Talk trust. The charity is raising money through the Big Smile project to donate walking boots to next year’s Year 6 

children. To find out a little bit more, please click here: https://www.bigsmileuk.co.uk/why-the-big-smile  

Because some of our staff are participating in one of the hikes during the Summer break, next year’s Year 6 children 

(current Y5s) will each receive a free pair of hiking boots. Our Year 5 children seem very excited about this! We are 

kindly asking our parents to sponsor us to complete this challenge walk so if anyone would like to contribute a few 

pounds to this worthy cause, please do via https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/st-benets2 

As always, thanks for your support 😊 
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