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Friday 30th April 2021 

 

School Update- Week Ending 30th April 2021 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

I hope this letter finds all of our families safe and well and you are all looking forward to the bank 

holiday weekend.  

 

This week, some of our families received a telephone call from their child’s class teacher regarding 

the Spring term reports. I do hope that you found this time with teaching staff useful and you feel 

proud of the progress that your child is making this year.  

 

Here are a few updates from school: 

 

Number Day next Friday 7th May 

Next Friday, we shall support the NSPCC with their Number Day fundraising. Children will participate 

in some Number and Maths activities (and as Year 2 told me the other day….THEY LOVE MATHS) and 

they can come to school wearing items of clothing with numbers on. Please do not go to any 

additional expense! We shall be fundraising for the NSPCC so a suggested donation of £1.00 can be 

brought to school next Friday. Thank you for your generosity 😊 

 

Nursery Promotion 

We are promoting our Nursery to our local community. If you can offer any time to deliver any 

leaflets around local neighbourhoods or parenting groups, please let us know. Thank you. 

 

Friends of St Benet’s Raffle 

You should all have received a text about the fantastic Friends of St Benet’s raffle which is now live 

on https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/summer-prizes  

1st prize is a lodge holiday which has been donated by Verdant Leisure: 

2nd prize is an overnight stay at Beamish Hall donated by one of our lovely families: 

3rd prize is a 3 course meal for two at iL Cancello Beamish 

The raffle shall be drawn on Friday 28th May.  

 

Holidays During Term Time 

Holidays have been greatly disrupted for all of us over the last year. The government still states that 

holidays cannot be authorised during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances. 
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Y5/6 Phones 

We have seen an increase in Y5/6 children bringing phones to school, yet parents are dropping 

children off on a morning and collecting them at the end of a school day. Children should only be 

bringing a mobile phone into school if they are walking to school for safety, as it is not a school 

accessory. Children are not permitted to use a mobile phone in school and by the time they reach 

the school gate on a morning, they should be switched off and then handed to their class teacher in 

the classroom. At home time, the children are not permitted to switch their phone on until they 

leave the school site. If a mobile phone is damaged or lost whilst on the school site, the school will 

take no responsibility for this. We would therefore ask that you reconsider whether it is vital for your 

child to bring a mobile phone into school. 

 

Leadership in School 2021-2022 

At the end of the Summer term, Mr Quinn shall leave St Benet’s and return to his home school, Our 

Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Primary School in Penshaw. Although the year is not over, it has been 

a pleasure to have Mr Quinn working with us this year and we, and our Year 3 children in particular, 

are grateful for his time and contribution to our school community. 

As Mrs Canham shall not return until later next year, we will have another change in our school 

leadership team. From September, Miss Loughlin shall become the Acting Deputy Head Teacher until 

Mrs Canham’s return and I am confident that she will do a wonderful job in this role.  

We will therefore welcome a new class teacher to our team in 2021-2022. Due to the changes in 

school, class structures for next year are not finalised yet. We expect to inform all parents of the 

class set up for 2021-2022 when we return after the May half term. 

 

 

 

Enjoy the long weekend! 

 

Kindest regards, 

 
Catherine Young 

Head teacher  
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