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Friday 23rd April 2021 

 

School Update- Week Ending 23rd April 2021 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Welcome back to the Summer term! I hope you all had a wonderful 

Easter time and enjoyed the two-week break. We have had a lovely 

week in school and our children appear so happy to be back at school 

😊 It has been wonderful to see the sun shining just as the restrictions 

have started to ease slightly in England. I hope this is a positive and 

bright term for all of our families and school community.  

 

Today we have all come to school dressed in colours of red, white and blue in honour of our 

country’s patron saint as we celebrate St George’s Day. HAPPY ST GEORGE’S DAY!  

 

Spring Term Reports 

Today, your child shall come home with a copy of their Spring Term report. The report shall inform 

you of where your child is working in relation to the age-related expectations for Religious 

Education, Maths, Reading, Writing and Spelling. As the majority of the Spring term was during 

lockdown, reference shall also be made to your child’s efforts and progress with their home learning. 

If, after reading your child’s report, you feel that you would like to speak to your child’s class teacher 

for additional information, you shall be able to make an appointment via the Parentmail app from 

5pm tonight. 

 

Parent Consultation Group – Relationships, Health and Sex Education (RHSE) Policy 

We are in the process of updating our Relationships, Health and Sex Education policy and would like 

to consult with parents about this policy. If any parents would like to join Mr Quinn, Miss Loughlin, 

Miss Jenner (our RHSE Governor) and myself at our parent consultation group meeting on        

Tuesday 4th May at 3:30pm, please email stbenets@durhamlearning.net. It would be particularly 

beneficial to have representatives from our Y6 parents. Thank you for your support. 

 

Uniform Reminder 

Our children look very smart in their full school uniform and it is nice to see the summer dresses and 

shorts have made an appearance again. Please can I remind parents that black school shoes (not 

trainers) should be worn with school uniform. Trainers can be worn on PE Kit days.  
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St Benet’s Sports Caps 

To celebrate the Summer term, all of our children received a sports cap in their house colour (Red, 

Blue, Green or Yellow). We have used some of our school sport premium money to purchase a 

sports cap for every child, including Nursery. The caps will stay in school in the children’s trays and 

they can take them home at the end of the Summer term. Sports caps, along with sun cream and 

drinking plenty of water, help to ensure that the children are practising sun safety in these warmer 

months.  

 

Summer Term Dates 

Usually, the summer term is a busy one! With the restrictions currently in place, we are waiting to 

hear what will happen with the government’s road map before we plan any events such as Sports 

Days and other summer activities. We are in regular communication with the parish and have some 

provisional dates for Masses for special events coming up such as the Leaver’s Mass (Wednesday 

14th July). As soon as we can, we shall be in touch with all families about any summer events that we 

are running and the procedures surrounding these. We hope that our whole school community can 

be together again on Wednesday 14th July to celebrate our Y6’s time at primary school. 

 

Reception and Nursery Places – September 2021 

Reception places were announced in the Easter holidays. We have 2 places available for Reception 

starting in September 2021. If you do know of any family considering a school place for their child or 

who might like to admit their child to our wonderful school, please ask them to contact us. Our 

Nursery also has availability for children starting in September. Please spread the word and ask 

anyone interested to contact us.  

 

After School Clubs and Irish Dancing 

Our after-school provision shall start again on Tuesday 4th May. Along with our normal offer of after 

school clubs (French, Art and Craft, Sports), Irish dancing shall too start again in September. In the 

meantime, Mrs Gorman, who runs our Irish Dancing club, is running some free taster classes for 

anyone who wants to give it a try. Such classes are available from 3 years and over and places are 

available on Fridays and Saturdays. If anyone is interested, please contact Dee on 07790247214.  

 

Phone Calls to School -Reminder  

Our school office opens from 8am so any telephone calls before then will divert to the answer 

phone. Please can parents/carers report your child’s absence by telephoning after 8am or email us 

before this time. The phone may not be answered before 8am. We also have a second phone line in 

school now. If the phone is engaged on our direct phone number 0191 4105857, please call us on 

0191 4920870.  
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Reporting Absence 

Please can you inform us via email or telephone if your child is going to be absent before 9:30am. 

You should report your child’s absence every day that they are absent, unless they have sickness 

and/or diarrhoea and we know that they won’t be back for 48 hours. 

 

Staff News 

I am delighted to say that Mr Quinn’s wife is expecting another baby. This is lovely news and I am 

sure you will join us, in congratulating The Quinn family.  

 

 

Thanks for your support during the Spring Term 

Finally, I would just like to thank all of our families for supporting us during the Spring term.  

 

Thank you to everyone who completed the parent questionnaire as the children returned to school. 

This has now been shared with staff and governors and feedback shall be presented to parents next 

week. We value parental contribution so thank you for your time. 

 

Even though we are slowly heading out of lockdown, the coronavirus is still out there. If your child is 

unwell and does present with any of the coronavirus symptoms, please do not send them to school. 

If symptoms persist, they must have a PCR test. If anyone in your family or bubble is being tested for 

the virus, please ensure your child stays at home until the results come through.  

 

Facemasks – thank you for wearing face masks when dropping children off and collecting children. 

We know that many schools have stipulated this even though it isn’t compulsory to wear them 

outside. As we ease out of lockdown, we are no longer asking parents and staff to wear facemasks 

outside, however if you do need to approach a member of staff at the gates, we would kindly ask 

that a facemask is worn.  

 

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend! 

 

Kindest regards, 

 
Catherine Young 

Head teacher  
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