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Friday 12th June 2020 

 
Dear Parents and Carers,   
  
I hope that you and your families are all well and not finding things too difficult in these 
strange times we are living through.   
As we are preparing to welcome more of our children into school next week I feel this is an 
appropriate time to says some “thank yous”.  
  
Firstly to the school staff.   
I have been in touch with Miss Harper several times each week during the lockdown and 
know that she, herself and the staff have been working ceaselessly both in school with the 
children of Key Workers, and out of school, preparing work for children at home, and 
planning for the future, as well as contacting parents and supporting our more vulnerable 
pupils and families.   
I don’t know if many of you are aware, that apart from Good Friday and Easter Monday, 
school was also open during the Easter Holidays, and as they prepared for the wider re-
opening of school in line with social distancing guidelines. As you can imagine, the planning 
and organisation for the wider re-opening is not an easy task for any school.  
For some staff this has been despite family illness and bereavement, can you please keep 
them in your prayers.   
  
Next to yourselves.   
I know that trying to “home school” your children is a challenge, despite the assistance of 
home learning activities from school, BBC bite size, Joe Wicks and Carol Vordeman, and 
you too deserve thanks.   
I know from what Miss Harper has told me that lots of life skills have also been added to the 
work school sent out. Indeed, it is just as important doing the cooking, gardening and 
walking in the woods and cycling, and your children will never forget the opportunities that 
they have had to spend time with you doing these things.   
Send some photos to the Duchess of Cambridge “Hold Still” project.   
  
Some parents have asked about online teaching via Zoom/Teams or other platforms.  Miss 
Harper and I have discussed this and decided it isn’t appropriate for the majority of pupils of 
primary age. I have spoken to other professionals and it is proving difficult even with 
Secondary pupils to access efficiently.   
  
At this time, it appears that we aren’t going to have all the children in school before 
September, and even then possibly not altogether. Things are changing all the time and the 
best we can hope for is that people continue to follow government guidelines to ensure that 
things improve as soon as possible.   
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There is a lot of talk in the media at the moment of children doing “catch up” during the 
summer holidays. Try not to worry about it as the staff at St Benet’s are planning on starting 
in September from where the children left off in March - revisiting topics that should have 
been taught in the summer months. Educationalists are already saying it is impossible for 
young people to catch up months of work in 6 weeks, and that all next year they will be 
catching up.  
 
When each child returns in September, school will be using the government phrase of 'catch 
up' for each and every child. They will not be putting pressure on them to remember 
everything from where they left off, but they will be supporting them, as they always do, to 
continue to achieve their potential. 
  
Stay safe, and make the most of the opportunities to spend time with your families.   

 

  
Bernadette Davison   
Chair of Governors   
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