
St Benet’s RC Primary School 
St Benet’s Way 

Ouston 
Chester-le-Street 

Durham 
DH2 1QX 

Website: www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk 
Email: stbenets@durhamlearning.net 

Telephone: 0191 4105857 
‘A happy and holy place of learning 

and the centre of a thriving community’                                                                                   Head teacher: Miss C Harper 

Deputy Head Teacher: Mrs C Canham 

 

 

 

Wednesday 27th May 2020 

 

Durham County Council (DCC) Delay Re-Opening of Schools to 15th June 
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

The previous letter circulated to all parents on Monday 18th May stated that we were putting plans 

into place for the ‘potential re-opening of schools’ on 1st June. 

 

This morning we received a cabinet briefing from Councillor Simon Henig (Leader of DCC) and 

Councillor Olwyn Gunn (Cabinet Member Children and Young People’s Services) stating that DCC is 

advising against any wider re-opening of schools before 15th June. The position of vulnerable and 

key workers children remains the same. 

 

Durham County Council state that ‘the Government’s Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies 

(SAGE) published its scientific papers on school safety, advice provided to Ministers relating to the 

reopening of schools. This information was not available to Durham County Council (DCC) before 

22nd May. The Report states that there is, ‘a consensus that evidence on the role of children in 

transmission of COVID-19 is unclear with a number of gaps in understanding’.  It also says there is 

some evidence to suggest that children are as susceptible to COVID-19 as adults’, but advised that is 

not conclusive.  DCC feel that the publication of the SAGE papers, delay in Contact Tracing 

implementation, and infection rate data showing the North East as the highest in the country, do not 

provide the clear higher level assurances that DCC, school communities and parents have been 

seeking. In view of the SAGE Report findings and because we wish to give the highest protection to 

staff, children and our wider communities DCC reiterates that it is not advising schools that they 

commence wider phased reopening on 1st June’ 

 

Under the advice and instruction of Durham County Council, we shall not be re-opening St Benet’s 

on 1st June to children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 and we will wait for further 

information about the possibility of opening on 15th June. We shall continue to be open for those 

children of key worker families.  

 

I appreciate that this is very short notice to parents, as it is to ourselves in school who have been 

preparing our school building this week. Some children will also feel disappointed that they won’t be 

coming back to school on 1st June. We will continue to keep you updated as soon as possible with  

any further developments that we receive and, in the meantime, our home learning activities and 

methods of communication shall still continue for all year groups. 
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So, please keep tweeting your photos, send an email to teachers@st-benets.durham.sch.uk  and 

please keep in touch. It means so much to the staff of St Benet’s as we miss our families and 

community very much. Finally, thank you for your continued support and co-operation during this 

time. Should anyone require any additional information regarding this delayed re-opening, please 

contact us via email at stbenets@durhamlearning.net. We are always here to help! 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 
Catherine Harper 

 

Catherine Harper  

Head teacher 
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