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Friday 26th February 2021 

 

Children Returning to School on Monday 8th March 2021 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

I hope that you all enjoyed a rest over the half term and the children embraced the break from 

home learning. I am DELIGHTED that we shall be welcoming all of our children back to school on 

Monday 8th March, as are all staff members at St Benet’s. Below are further details about the 

children’s return to school. There won’t be a great deal of change from some of the procedures that 

were put into place during the Autumn term.  

 

Date for Returning to School 

ALL children will return to school on Monday 8th March. Our new Nursery children (January 2021 

starters) shall come to school in their normal patterns (either 15 hours, 30 hours or 

mornings/afternoons).  

 

Arrival and Departure Times 

As in the Autumn term, there will be staggered starts and departure times for children, to alleviate 

congestion at these times. Juniors (Years 3-6) shall enter via the main entrance gate and Infants 

(Nursery to Year 2) shall enter via the infant/staff car park gate. 

 

Year Group Arrival Time  Departure Time 

Year 6 8.35am 3.00pm 

Year 2  8.40am 3.05pm 

Year 5 8.45am 3.10pm 

Year 1 8.50am 3.15pm 

Year 4 8.55am 3.20pm 

Reception 9.00am 3.25pm 

Year 3 9.05am 3.30pm 

Nursery  9.10am (mornings/full days) 

12.30pm (afternoons only) 

12.00pm (half days) 3.00pm 

(full days) 

 

Parents must adhere strictly to these times. For those families with siblings, please drop children off 

and collect at the earliest sibling time. Please note that only one adult should accompany the 

children to the school gate and wait at the end of the day to collect your child and we ask each 

adult to wear a face mask when dropping off and collecting children. Staff too shall be wearing 

face masks at the gates.  

 

http://www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk/
mailto:stbenets@durhamlearning.net


St Benet’s RC Primary School 
St Benet’s Way 

Ouston 
Chester-le-Street 

Durham 
DH2 1QX 

Website: www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk 
Email: stbenets@durhamlearning.net 

Telephone: 0191 4105857 
‘A happy and holy place of learning 

and the centre of a thriving community’                                                                                     Head teacher: Mrs C Young 

Acting Deputy Head Teacher: Mr J Quinn 

 

Bubbles 

Children shall still remain in class bubbles. This worked very well in the Autumn term and we are 

extremely proud of our children for adapting to this. At playtimes, there will be three classes outside 

at any one time, yet each class will have a designated play zone with their own class equipment to 

use outside. The same will apply at lunchtimes. 

 

Lunches 

A new dinner menu has already been issued and returned. Thank you for your prompt responses. If 

you didn’t get the lunch menu to us before the deadline, please ensure that your child has a packed 

lunch for the first week back. Reception, Year 1, 2 and 3 bubbles shall eat their lunches in the hall (at 

set times) and Years 4, 5 and 6 shall continue to eat their lunches in their classroom. Nursery shall 

eat their lunch in the Nursery building.  

 

Uniform & PE kit  

Children are required to wear school uniform as usual. This includes appropriate footwear. All 

uniform should be clean when arriving at school each day.  

 

On the days when your child has PE (please see the timetable below), children will be expected to 

come to school in their PE kits (PE top/white t-shirt, PE hoody/School Jumper and plain black or navy 

jogging bottoms or shorts). Please note that only school PE hoodies are allowed. If your child does 

not have a PE hoody, they should wear their school jumper/cardigan. We are hoping to hold PE 

lessons outside as much as possible (weather permitting).  

 

Year Group  PE Days 

Nursery Monday, Thursday (children wear school uniform as normal, no PE kit required) 

Reception Thursday 

Year 1 Tuesday  

Year 2 Monday  

Year 3 Wednesday and Friday  

Year 4 Wednesday and Friday 

Year 5 Tuesday and Thursday (Relax Kids)- can wear PE Kit for Relax Kids 

Year 6 Friday and Thursday (Relax Kids)- can wear PE Kit for Relax Kids 

 
Relax Kids 

Relax Kids sessions shall start the first week back, delivered by the ladies from Live Well North East. 

They shall be with the Year 5 and Year 6 bubbles and will work with these groups during the first half 

of the summer term too.  

 

 

 

http://www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk/
mailto:stbenets@durhamlearning.net


St Benet’s RC Primary School 
St Benet’s Way 

Ouston 
Chester-le-Street 

Durham 
DH2 1QX 

Website: www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk 
Email: stbenets@durhamlearning.net 

Telephone: 0191 4105857 
‘A happy and holy place of learning 

and the centre of a thriving community’                                                                                     Head teacher: Mrs C Young 

Acting Deputy Head Teacher: Mr J Quinn 

 

 

After School Clubs 

We are still not in a position to offer any after school clubs as class bubbles must be kept apart from 

other year groups. We shall however, look to see if we can offer some form of outside after school 

clubs in the summer term. If families can not access any wrap around care from local childcare 

providers, please do contact the school to see how we can help in the interim.  

 

 

What your child will need to bring to school 

• Pencil case with pencil, pen, pencil sharpener, rubber, glue stick (if possible) and coloured pencils. 

This is for Years 1-6 only and should will remain in school for the week. 

• Coat and book bag/school bag (cloakrooms will not be used, so all items will be kept in the 

classroom including coats on the back of chairs) 

• Water bottle (this must be filled up from home) -this will be taken home each night for cleaning 

Please don’t send your child in to school with anything else.  

 

Home Reading and Homework 

*Home Reading – the same set up as the Autumn term shall continue. A child shall take a reading 

book home on Monday, then bring it back to school on Friday along with their reading record. This 

will be then kept in quarantine for 72 hours, then staff shall prepare the books ready to go home 

again on the Monday afternoon. 

*Homework – this shall be a mixture of printed activities and activities allocated to DB Primary. For 

example; spellings are uploaded to DB Primary. Your child’s class teacher shall provide additional 

information about this. 

 

Curriculum 

We are very proud of our children and the effort that they have made with their home learning. 

Using DB Primary as our learning platform during the current lockdown enabled teachers to set tasks 

relevant to the Spring term curriculum expectations and for children to receive instant feedback 

from their teachers about their learning at home. However, we do expect that there will still be 

some areas of learning that need revisiting and retrieving. When the children return to school, 

during the first week teachers shall spend time assessing where the children’s current learning needs 

are and which curriculum areas need revisiting.  

 

World Book Day 

As the children are now returning to school, we want to make their first week back as enjoyable as 

possible. Therefore, we shall now be celebrating World Book Day on Thursday 11th March as we 

know how much our children enjoy this day. Children can come to school dressed as a character 

from a book and bring their chosen book into school. Please do not go to any additional expense 

with costumes. Teachers may still plan some virtual World Book Day activities on DB Primary next 

week.  
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Parents’ Consultation Evenings/Spring Term Reports 

During the Spring term, teachers usually meet with parents and a Spring term interim report is 

issued. As the children have missed 8 weeks of school this term, we feel it is unfair to provide this 

report in the upcoming weeks. Therefore, your child shall bring home their Spring term report on 

Friday 23rd April. The following week (week commencing 26th April) shall be an opportunity for 

parents to make a telephone appointment with their child’s class teacher. This is optional. Delaying 

the time of the report provides more opportunity for teacher assessment in the weeks that the 

children return to school. The report shall also provide feedback about your child’s engagement 

during the home learning period. Further information about this shall be provided in due course. 

 

 

Attendance 

School Attendance is mandatory for all pupils from 8Th March. The usual rules on school attendance 

apply, including: 

• Parents’ duty to secure their child’s regular attendance at school 

• Parents’ responsibility to telephone or email the school by 9:30am each morning to inform 

us if their child is going to be absent that day 

 

 

Illness 

The same rules apply as previously. DO NOT send your child to school if they have any of the 

coronavirus symptoms or they are unwell in any instance. If your child becomes unwell with a new, 

continuous cough or a high temperature, or has a loss of, or change in their normal sense of taste or 

smell, you must keep them at home and arrange a test as soon as possible. In addition, if your child 

has any stomach problems, we would ask you to keep your child at home (as this has also been 

found to be a symptom of coronavirus in children). If a child becomes unwell with these symptoms 

in school, they will be isolated and sent home immediately.   

 

Furthermore, if any member of your household is being tested for coronavirus, your child MUST NOT 

COME TO SCHOOL and your whole household must self-isolate until the symptomatic person has 

received the results of their test.  

 

Face Masks and Coverings 

The current government guidance states that face masks or coverings should be worn by staff and 

adult visitors in situations where social distancing can not be maintained. Therefore, at times around 

school, staff shall be wearing face masks. It is not a requirement for children to wear face masks in 

primary schools. 
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Thank you once again for your support and understanding as we all work together to ensure that our 

children return to school safely. We are very excited to welcome our school families back to St 

Benet’s on 08 March. 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Catherine Young 
Head teacher 
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