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Friday 25th September 2020 

 

School Update- Week ending 25th September 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Macmillan Fundraising 

Thank you for your kind generosity to our Justgiving fundraising page for Macmillan. To date, we 

have raised £611 which is fantastic! The charity page will be live until Monday morning, in case 

anyone else would like to donate. The children enjoyed their cake time this morning after playtime! 

 

PE Uniform Reminder: 

Children must come to school in their PE kit on the days that they have PE lessons. Please can you 

ensure that they wear their school jumpers with their PE kit and not a hoody of a different colour. 

We are looking at a school PE hoody as an option for parents to buy and we shall be in touch about 

that in the upcoming weeks. 

 

School Photos – next week 

On Wednesday 30th September, Rose and Sons Photography shall be back in school to take the 

children’s school photographs. Children will have an individual photo as well as a sibling photograph. 

All children must come to school in their uniform, not their PE kit on that day. If any parent has a 

younger toddler and you wish to have a photo of your children together, we are offering you the 

chance to bring your toddler to school between 9.00 and 9.30am for the children to have their 

photograph taken together. Please email us at stbenets@durhamlearning.net to inform us that you 

would like to do this. Please note that photographs shall be taken in the hall this year and any parent 

attending with a toddler, must wear a face mask and follow all social distancing guidelines. 

 

 

Free School Meals Eligibility 

In these unprecedented times we are aware that some people's circumstances have changed, and 

may now be eligible for Free School meals, for your child. This is the criteria set out by the 

government for eligibility https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals We can apply on your behalf 

if you email us the following details: Parent's Full Name and Date of Birth, National Insurance  

Number, Postcode, plus your Child's full name, to stbenets@durhamlearning.net  We will then 

inform you if you are eligible or not.  
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Snacks at Playtime 

The children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 receive a piece of fruit each morning under the fruit 

scheme for infants. Juniors can bring a snack into school but this must be a healthy snack- a cereal 

bar or a piece of fruit.  

 

Gold Rights Respecting Award 

I am delighted to inform you that we are now a GOLD RIGHTS RESPECTING SCHOOL! This stage of 

the award means that we have fully embedded children's rights throughout our school's policy, 

practice and ethos. This is a credit to all of us -staff, children and parents for our continued approach 

to fighting for children’s rights both locally and globally. A huge thank you to Mrs Canham, Miss 

Williamson and our Rights Respecting Steering Group for their effort, dedication and passion 

throughout our rights respecting journey. Even though we couldn’t carry out our litter campaign 

fully during the Spring months, we will continue to fight for the right to a clean environment and 

promote children’s rights and respect for one another.  

 

 

World Mental Health Day/ ‘Hello Yellow’ 

Saturday 10th October 2020 is World Mental Health Day and Friday 9th October is ‘Yellow Mellow’ 

day. More than ever this year due to the pandemic, we cannot ignore mental health so we shall be 

coming together as a community for #HelloYellow to support young people’s mental health and 

raise awareness. On Friday 9th October, we are asking children and adults to wear something yellow 

that day. It will be another non-uniform day so dig out your sunshine coloured t-shirts, neon socks, 

custard scarf and banana hat!  

 

As everyone will be wearing something yellow/gold, we shall also hold a mini celebration event in 

school with our children to celebrate the success of our Gold Rights Respecting Award 😊 

 

Coronavirus Letter to Parents from NHS  

Please click on the link for a letter to all parents from the NHS http://www.st-

benets.durham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/23/2020/09/Letter_to_parents-NHS.pdf  

 

Please do continue to contact us if we can assist you in anyway and if you have any queries regarding 

the current protocols in school. We are happy to help!  

 

Wishing you all a lovely weekend! 

 

Kind regards, 

 
Catherine Harper 

Head teacher  
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