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Wednesday 15th July 2020 

 

Provisional Plans for September Return to School 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

I hope this letter finds you all safe and well.  The Department for Education has informed schools 

that they believe it is now safe for all children to return to school from September. We are very 

much looking forward to welcoming all of the children back. For those children who have been 

coming back to school since 15th June, the daily routine has worked really well and children have 

adapted brilliantly.  

 

Below are provisional details of our plans for the full reopening of school. Please be 

aware that these may be subject to change at short notice. Should the guidance be amended, we 

will inform you as soon as possible and will confirm our definite plans during the week commencing 

Monday 24th August 2020. 

 

In order to reduce the risk of coronavirus spreading in the school setting, we will be implementing a 

number of protective measures which are detailed below. The safety of children, staff and families 

remains paramount. School will look and feel different to usual as we implement the Government’s 

recommended measures in order to reduce the risk of the virus spreading.  

 

Infection Control 

• Children will be grouped into year group class bubbles with contact avoided between 

groups. 

• In order to minimise contact with people who are unwell, anyone with coronavirus 

symptoms or has someone in their house with symptoms, must not attend school. 

• A regular regime of hand cleansing will be in place. 

• Enhanced cleaning regimes will be in place. 

• Contact between individuals will be minimised and social distancing will be enforced, where 

possible.  

• Within the classrooms, layouts will be changed so that all children sit in rows and face 

forwards. This will probably be a different set up for Nursery and Reception bubbles but we 

are waiting for further confirmation about this. 

• Bubbles will be kept apart with staggered and separate breaks and lunchtimes and there will 

be no large gatherings e.g. Collective Worships, Masses, Assemblies 

• Parents will still not be allowed on school site, until further notice. 
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Dates for Returning to School 

• Reception to Year 6 children shall return to school on Wednesday 2nd September.  

• Reception children have a phased return starting with a morning session on Wednesday 2nd 

(until 12pm), morning session with lunch on Thursday 3rd (until 1.30pm) and a full day on 

Friday 4th September. 

• Nursery children (including our January 2020 starters) will have staggered start dates from 

the week commencing Monday 14th September.  

 

Arrival and Departure Times 

• There will be staggered starts and departure times for children (see below), to alleviate 

congestion at these times. Juniors (Years 3-6) shall enter via the main entrance gate and 

Infants (Nursery to Year 2) shall enter via the staff car park gate. 

 

Year Group Arrival Time  Departure Time 

Year 6 8.35am 3.00pm 

Year 2  8.40am 3.05pm 

Year 5 8.45am 3.10pm 

Year 1 8.50am 3.15pm 

Year 4 8.55am 3.20pm 

Reception 9.00am 3.25pm 

Year 3 9.05am 3.30pm 

Nursery  9.10am (mornings/full days) 

12.30pm (afternoons only) 

12.00pm (half days) 3.00pm 

(full days) 

 

Parents must adhere strictly to these times. For those families with siblings, please drop children off 

and collect at the earliest sibling time. For those children arriving with childminders or childcare 

providers, eg: Kidz Club, please come for the earliest child’s time and all children will come into 

school at the same time (following social distancing measures). Staff will be available at the gates to 

take siblings into school.  Please note that only one adult should accompany the children to the 

school gate and wait at the end of the day to collect your child. To avoid congestion for Eden 

Garden traffic, those dropping off or collecting children must leave the school site immediately once 

they have dropped off or collected their children. Where possible, we would recommend that 

children in Years 5&6 walk to school (where parents have provided consent to the school for this). 

 

Attendance 

The Government are explicit that attendance at school will be mandatory from 

September. This means that children must attend school, unless they are complying 

with clinical or public health advice. 
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School Meals 

The school kitchen will be fully open from the start of the school term, with hot meals 

provided for all who require them. For the first half term, children are not pre-ordering meals but 

will choose a lunch at the counter each day. Children may also bring in a packed lunch if preferred. 

 

After School Clubs 

As class bubbles must be kept apart and are not able to mix, at the current time we will not be 

offering any after school provision during the first half term. We will review this at the end of 

September and hopefully be in a position to offer some provision after the October half term break. 

 

School Uniform 

Our usual school uniform rules will apply from September and the Government is clear 

that uniforms do not need to be cleaned any more often than usual, nor do they need 

to be cleaned using methods which are different from normal. On the days your child 

has PE, they should come dressed for this to avoid the need for changing clothes in 

school. You will be informed of these days, closer to the beginning of term as well as information 

regarding suitable clothing and footwear.  

 

Curriculum 

The curriculum will remain broad and balanced with a full range of subjects offered. For the first two 

weeks, the children will complete a lot of well-being, friendship and transitional activities that focus 

on spoken language and ensuring that children feel comfortable and secure in their new learning 

environment. Teaching staff will complete some activties in curriculum subjects at the start of the 

term to identify gaps in pupils’ knowledge so that these can be addressed sequentially over the 

course of the academic year.  

 

Behaviour 

In order to implement the Government’s measures, there will be very clear restrictions 

on movement around the school and new hygiene rules. All children will be expected 

to follow these rules, in order to safeguard the wellbeing of all. The Schools’ Behaviour and Reward 

Policy shall be updated and shared with children when they are preparing their class charters (class 

rule system) and shared with parents at the start of the academic year. 

 

What your child will need to bring to school 

• Pencil case with pencil, pen, pencil sharpener, rubber, glue stick (if possible) and coloured pencils. 

This is for Years 1-6 only and should will remain in school for the week. 

• Coat and book bag/school bag 

• Water bottle (this must be filled up from home) -this will be taken home each night for cleaning 

Please don’t send your child in to school with anything else. Children can bring their home learning 

books and any reading books back to school in the first week of term. 
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Administration of Medicines 

If your child requires any form of medication (other than those on medical plans with 

inhalers/epi-pens already in school) please contact the school office to arrange hand 

over of medicines and to complete the documentation. We will contact parents where 

medication has expired and new medication is required for September. 

 

Preparing your children 

It would be helpful if you can prepare your child for the return to school by discussing some of the 

above information with them. Information about classroom entrances and exits as well as lunchtime 

set ups shall be shared closer to the start of term. 

 

Finally, I just want to thank all parents for their continued support, patience and understanding 

during this time. The kind words and messages have really made us smile during these challenging 

times. We are very much looking forward to welcoming all children back to school and to see our 

school community busy and full of children’s love and laughter again.  

 

Our staff team have worked tirelessly to prepare for a successful full return in September and I want 

to thank each of them for their support, dedication and commitment that they have shown. St 

Benet’s might look a little different to pre-lockdown days, but please be rest assured that it will 

continue to be a welcoming learning environment and very much still our happy and holy place of 

learning.  

 

We shall continue to keep you updated with any developments and shall be in touch closer to the 

start of term with firm arrangements.  Our end of year newsletter shall be circulated on Friday. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Catherine Harper & The Governing Body of St Benet’s 
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