
Welcome to St. Benet’s

 We want to make your child’s transition to Nursery as 
smooth as possible, as we realise it can be a big change 
for both you and your child.

 We do not yet know what the situation will be in 
September in regard to Covid-19 and the government 
guidelines about re-opening our Nursery to a full class.

 However, we are trying to plan for a normal re-opening, 
and if the situation changes then we will be in touch with 
details.

 Hopefully this PowerPoint will be able to answer any 
questions you may have, or address any issues or 
concerns. If there is anything else you would like to ask 
please contact us via our school email address or 
telephone.



Aims of our setting

 To provide a happy, caring environment where children can feel safe 
and secure and develop self-confidence and independence.

 To establish good links with parents which help us to build on the 
learning experiences which children have had at home.

 To follow good practice in providing children with a broad and balanced 
range of activities which help them to make progress in all areas of 
their development and learning.

 To monitor children’s progress against the statutory framework for 
Early Years and identify their next steps for learning in all areas.



Learning environment

 We aim to provide your child with a range 

of high quality learning experiences both 
indoors and out.

 In Nursery, your child will follow the Early 
Years  curriculum, which is a mixture of 
adult led teaching and play-based, child 
initiated learning.



Early Years Curriculum

 The Early Years curriculum is divided into seven areas of 
learning and development. Three prime areas; 
Communication and Language, Physical Development and 
Personal and Social Development; and four specific areas; 
Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and 
Expressive Arts and Design.

 Our curriculum is designed to enable your child to make 
progress in all of these areas and give them a secure 
foundation to build upon as they go through the school.

 We focus on the development of your child as a whole 
and recognise that every child is unique and will have 
their own gifts and talents.



Parents as Partners

 As part of our ongoing assessment, we complete observations of your child’s 
learning, recording ‘WOW’ moments and progress in learning, including both 
child initiated activities and directed tasks. These are made on an iPad and 
therefore can be shared electronically with you.  As we know, some wonderful 
things also happen at home which you may like to share with us and add to 
your child’s Learning Journal.  This can be done by sending an email to  
inbox@2buildaprofile.com from the email address registered to receive the 
electronic Learning Journals. You will need to attach a photograph or video to 
the email, and include a short summary of your child’s achievement. These may 
be things such as a first time achievement or a special family event or occasion. 
Please fill in the form asking for your email address and ensure that your email 
address is kept up to date in our records. If it changes, please contact Mrs. 
Wealleans.



General Information

 We offer sessions for both 15 hour and 30 hour entitlement. 
5 hour sessions can be chosen from 5 mornings, 5 
afternoons, or two and a half days at either end of the week 
(Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday morning or Wednesday 
afternoon, Thursday and Friday). 30 hour sessions would be 
5 full days.

 Morning sessions are from 9am until 12 noon, afternoon 
sessions are from 12.30pm until 3.30 pm, and full day 
sessions are from 9am until 3.30pm.

 Each child will be offered a choice of sessions – please let us 
know your preference if you have not already done so.

 We will be in touch with your child’s start date at a later 
date. We operate a staggered start date system as we feel 
this gives us the opportunity to give every child the same 
welcome and ensure that they have the support to settle 
with us as quickly as possible.

 Contact number – 0191 4105857



Lunchtime

 Nursery children who are staying for a whole day will stay 
within the nursery classroom to eat their lunch. 
Lunchtime supervisors are there to support them and 
help to make it an opportunity for socialising and chatting 
with their friends as they eat. 

 Parents are able to choose for their child to have either a 
school dinner or a packed lunch.

 School dinners cost £2.05 for Nursery children and you 
will receive a menu so that you can talk through meal 
choices with your child and help them choose what to 
have each day. 

 Your child may bring a packed lunch if you prefer, and 
we encourage you to follow our ‘Healthy School’ policy 
and not to include sweets or fizzy drinks.



Transition - Home Visits

 If government guidelines allow, we aim to offer parents 
the opportunity to ask for a home visit prior to their child 
starting Nursery. This enables staff to meet your child in 
their home environment and helps with settling in. 

 Staff are also able to get to know your child and plan for 
any individual needs.

 Home visits will hopefully take place on Monday 7th, 
Tuesday 8th and Wednesday 9th September.

 If you would like a home visit please sign up to one of 
the available dates and we will do our best to 
accommodate you.



Transition - Stay and Play

 We have arranged two ‘Stay and Play’ sessions on Thursday 10th September in the 
morning, and Friday 11th September in the afternoon.  

 This will give you and your child the opportunity to spend an hour in the setting and 
get to know us, as well as helping us get to know you and your child.

 Please could you sign up for the session you would like to attend as numbers are 
limited for each session. 



Things to bring to school

 Wellies to stay in school, clearly marked with your child’s name—we play outside in all 
weathers!

 All in one waterproofs if your child has them.

 Suitable coats—nothing too special as it may get sandy, muddy or wet!

 A bag for children to carry home letters, pictures or models daily. 

 A water bottle with your child’s name clearly marked, with only water inside. 

 A £1 a week donation to cover the cost of snacks and other enhancements. 

 Hat, scarves and gloves in cold weather.

 Sun hats in hot weather.

 Please ensure ALL items of clothing (shoes, wellies, coats, uniform) are clearly marked 
with your child’s name. This makes it much easier if items get misplaced. 

 Please do not encourage children to bring their own toys into school, as they may get 
lost or broken. 



Preparing your child for 
Nursery.

Children starting Nursery will come to us with a wide range of different experiences and 
skills. 

To help your child to quickly settle into nursery, it would be helpful if they can do some of 
these things.

 Put on and take off their own socks and shoes or wellies.

 Take off and put on their coat independently.

 Use the toilet independently.

 Wash and dry hands.

 Feed themselves and be familiar with using a knife and fork.

 Share toys and be prepared to take turns.

 Tidy away after themselves.



Useful activities before 
starting Nursery.

 Helping around your home, following simple instructions.

 Sitting together, looking at books and listening to stories.

 Singing songs and nursery rhymes, pointing out and listening for rhyming words.

 Looking for numerals in the environment and naming them together.

 Reciting number names or singing some number songs. 

 Counting carefully saying one number name for each item.

 Playing simple games together to learn about taking turns.

 Collecting and sorting buttons, pebbles or shells according to colour, shape, size and 
number. 

 Discuss changes in the weather, seasons and your local environment.

 Play games such as ‘I Spy’.



How you can help

 Use the ‘Star Moment’ templates we provide to let us 
know if there is anything special happening at home or 
if your child has achieved something for the first time 
so that we can celebrate and build upon this in Nursery 
too.

 School uniform is worn by all children. We would ask 
you to make sure that all uniform is labelled 
with your child’s name – shoes as well please!

 If for any reason your child comes home in a change 
of clothes, we would appreciate them being returned 
as soon as possible.

 Do please let us know if anyone other than yourself is 
to collect your child at the end of the session. This is 
very important if there is a change from the usual 
arrangements.



Open door policy

 Finally – At St Benet’s we have 
always adopted an ‘Open Door’
policy. If at any time you have any 
worries or concerns about your 
child please talk to the staff about 
them and we will do our best to 
deal with them immediately. Any 
issues can usually be resolved 
when home and school work in 
harmony together.


