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Friday 12th June 2020 

Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 

Celebrating 2019-2020 and Looking Ahead at 2020-2021 
 

Once again, I hope this letter finds you all well during these difficult and strange times. Usually, at 

this time of the year we are busy preparing your child for the next academic year with transitional 

activities as well as celebrating the success of the current year in school. We are trying to keep 

things as positive as we can for our children so hopefully this letter will outline what we are 

proposing to celebrate this academic year as well as looking forward to the new school year.  

 

We shall still be celebrating the success of our school year with our pupils including: 

• Leaver’s celebrations via a Zoom disco for Year 6 as well as a leaver’s socially distant liturgy 

during the last week of term 

• End of Year reports for all children 

• Stars of the Year – a tradition at St Benet’s where each teacher will award one pupil in their 

class as their star of the year. Until we can provide children with an actual trophy, we will 

provide a certificate through the post and this information will still be shared with everyone. 

• Messages from staff for all classes 

 

You, at exactly the same time as us (as schools are given no prior information), will have heard via 

the news earlier this week that the government have announced that year groups 2, 3, 4 and 5 shall 

not return to school before the summer. They are stating that schools may invite other year groups 

if they are able. The current DfE advice is that children must be taught in groups of no more than 15. 

Until social distancing measures of two metres reduce, then the maximum St Benet’s classrooms can 

hold is 10 pupils. Given this requirement, and our limited number of classrooms and teaching staff, I 

do not envisage that any further year groups will be able to return to school before September.  

Schools are waiting for further guidance from the DfE and Local Authority and I will share this with 

you, when it is available. I continue to thank parents for their patience and understanding at this 

time.  

 

2020-2021 

Below is an outline of the class structures for next academic year. With Mrs Canham starting her 

maternity leave in the summer holidays, we shall have an acting deputy head teacher in place during 

the next academic year. This shall be announced in due course.  
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Nursery    Mrs Wealleans  

Reception  Miss Self  

Year 1 Mrs Davies  

Year 2 Mrs Sands (Monday to Thursday) Mr Rooney (Friday)  

Year 3 New teacher (to be announced in the next couple of weeks) 

Year 4 Miss Loughlin 

Year 5 Mrs Bissell  

Year 6 Miss Williamson 

 

We shall have a new teacher in Year 3 next year and we are yet to finalise this. As soon as we can, 

we shall share this information with our current Year 2 parents and school community. There will be 

some opportunity during the summer holidays for phone calls with the new class teacher or meeting 

Year 3 families at a distance etc, in advance of September.  

 

In our Year 2 class, Mrs Sands shall be working Monday to Thursday covering the English, Maths, RE 

and the bulk of the wider curriculum. Mr Rooney shall be working in that classroom on a Friday 

when subjects such as French and Computing shall be taught (as he has delivered this year with our 

current Year 2 cohort). Friday afternoons also comprise singing and reward assembly for all children 

in Reception to Year 6.  

 

With Mrs Rowley retiring at the end of August, Miss Williamson shall be teaching the Year 6 cohort. 

She is very much looking forward to working with the current Year 5 children again. Mrs Calvert shall 

continue to work part time next year. She will be working across classes as well as continue to be our 

SENCO and support Year 6 Maths support on a morning. Mr Rooney shall continue to work across 

the school teaching French to all children from Reception to Year 6 on a Thursday. 

 

Teaching assistants will continue to work across the school by: working in the Early Years; supporting 

children with 1-1 support; providing intervention groups or teaching groups of children within the 

classroom. Mrs Sammut, our school chaplain, shall continue to deliver a weekly chaplaincy session to 

all classes.  

 

Transition 

We are planning some transitional activities for children and will do what we can to help children 

feel prepared for their new class as well as the year ahead. 

• Video from the class teacher and classroom lay out 

• Home learning activities focusing on transition and preparing for the year ahead 

• Phone calls for children on our SEND register. Mrs Calvert shall be in touch with you about 

this. For anyone else, who thinks more regular phone calls will be required for their child 

please contact us at teachers@st-benets.durham.sch.uk and someone will be in touch. 
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We cannot confidently say either, what school life may look like in September. We are hopeful and  

pray that our full school community might be back together again and our school will be busy and 

full of children once again. However, if the social distancing is still in place, then potentially ‘bubbles’ 

of smaller groups of children will still be recommended.   

 

The past few months have been challenging for school staff, parents, children and our wider 

families. The staff at St Benet’s are busy planning for the partial re-opening to welcome more 

children back to school, as well as thinking ahead and trying to prepare for a September start 

without knowing what the government guidelines will be. Once again, thank you for your patience 

and understanding at this time. As soon as we have any further information regarding school life in 

September, we will communicate it with you all.  

 

I trust that you find this information useful, yet if anyone wishes to discuss this further, please do 

not hesitate to contact us at stbenets@durhamlearning.net.  

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Catherine Harper 

Head teacher 
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