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Head Teacher’s Message  
 

Dear Parents, Carers and Children,  
 

Happy New Year! I hope that you all had a wonderful Christmas and that  

2020 brings a wealth of happiness, joy and success to all of our parents,  

governors, staff and children. As always, it is a pleasure to see the children  

back in school this week, full of excitement for what lies ahead of them.  

 

Thank you to you all for your generosity during the festive period. Donations to our Christmas golden bucket and the 

raffle raised £473.32 for our school fund and the Christmas Jumper Day raised £162.00 for Save The Children. The 

Durham Foodbank and The Royal Victoria Infirmary (RVI) are also extremely grateful for all of the donations received 

which have provided 197 meals for those in need and gifts to those children spending their Christmas in hospital. 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH! 

 

It is the feast of our patron saint, St Benet on Sunday. Please say a special prayer to St Benet  

this weekend. 

 

With good wishes, 
Catherine Harper 

Head teacher  
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Parent Governor Appointment 
Mr Martin Cottle was re-elected as parent governor for another four 

years. Thank you to everyone who voted during the Parent Governor 

Election. 

Reminder- Morning Playground Supervision 
Staff have noticed that some of our older children are entering the school 

site early on a morning. Please can we remind all parents that staff are 

not usually present on the playground until 8:45am, so children will be 

unsupervised. Please ensure that if your child is walking to school, 

without an adult present, that they do not enter the school site until 

8:45am. 

OPAL Update- Toys and 

wheels please 
If anyone had a clear out over the 

holidays, we are looking for any old 

scooters, dolls, sport equipment which 

we might be able to use in our OPAL 

area, that we are starting to equip now 

our shed is here! Thank you. 

 

Plastic Bottles Please 

Although we are encouraging less plastic in 

our world, if anyone does have any empty 

plastic bottles, please can you donate 

them to our Year 3 classroom for their 

upcoming eco project. Thank you. 
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Some Upcoming Dates for This Half Term 
Monday 13th January- After School Clubs start 

Wednesday 15th January – Annual General Meeting (AGM) for Friends of St Benet’s (5:30pm) 

Saturday 18th January – Y5/6 Cross Country Event at Bullion Lane Primary School 

Monday 20th January- Tickets on sale for Y1/5 Dance Festival from The Gala Theatre, Durham 

Tuesday 21st January – Captain Chemistry working with Year 4 

Wednesday 22nd January – Captain Chemistry working with Year 5 

Wednesday 22nd January – Year 4 Holy Communion Meeting after school 

Thursday 23rd January – Year 1 Gymnastics Festival at Durham City Gym Club (am)  

Friday 24th January – Year 6’s Collective Worship (9am) 

Friday 24th January – Careers Fair Y5/6 at 2:30pm (see right) 

Saturday 25th January – Y5/6 Cross Country Event at Ouston Primary School 

Wednesday 29th January – Year 5/6 Music Day 

Friday 31st January - Year 5’s Collective Worship (9am) 

Saturday 1ST February – Y5/6 Cross Country Event at Langley Park Primary School 

Wednesday 5th February – Year 3/4 Music Day 

Friday 7th February – Number Day for NSPCC (see diary dates for further information) 

Tuesday 11th February – Safer Internet Day 

Tuesday 11th February – Reception/ KS1 Reading Family Learning Session (9.15am) 

Wednesday 12th February – Year 4 Holy Communion Meeting after school 

Thursday 13th February – Friends of St Benet’s Valentine’s Disco 

Friday 14th February – Break Up for Half Term 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Diary Dates for the Spring Term 2020 shall be circulated early next week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Diocesan Academy Policy has been revised with the aim that our diocesan schools will become academies within 

one of four Diocesan education trusts by July 2022. Underpinning the Diocesan Academy Policy is the desire and need to 

ensure the promotion, preservation, protection and future development of Catholic education within the Diocese of 

Hexham and Newcastle so that it is fit for the mission of the Church. There are 156 schools in our diocese educating 

53,600 children. 45 of our schools are currently academies. The implementation of this policy will happen in two stages: 
 

Stage 1: consolidation of existing academies and trusts into one base trust 

Stage 2: conversion of voluntary aided schools to academy status within their regional trust  
 

Whenever voluntary aided schools convert to academy status, they will join their single regional trust as equal partners 

with all schools within the trust. All schools in the region will be included in the process from the outset. In establishing 

these trust structures and having a single system in our Diocese, we aim to ensure that the children and young people in 

our schools will continue to receive the very best educational opportunities and life fulfilling experiences, within 

communities which have the teachings of Christ and his Church at the very centre. A Catholic trust model where every 

school has its place will mean that no individual school will be left isolated or vulnerable in a rapidly changing 

environment. It will ensure that the uniqueness of each individual school is celebrated and the unique contribution of 

each is recognised and appreciated. In order for this policy to be fulfilled, the Bishop expects all schools to continue to 

work together as a Diocesan family for the good of Catholic education in our Diocese. Through the trust structures the 

aim is to facilitate greater sharing, adding strength and capacity to our system and ensuring that all schools are 

supported and included. In this way we will better fulfil the mission of Catholic education within the Church. 

 

 

 

 

CAREERS FAIR 
We would really 
love to hold a 
Careers Fair for 
our Y5/6 children 
and are asking 
for any parents 
to volunteer an 
hour of their 
time to come and 
talk to them. If 
you can help, 
please contact 

Miss Harper 😊 


