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Spring 2016 Newsletter 9                 Friday 18th March 
 

St Benet’s RC Primary 
Ouston, Chester-le-Street, Durham, DH2 1QX 

www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk   0191 4105857 

twitter -@Stbenetsouston   email- stbenets@durhamlearning.net  

Dear Parents, Carers and Children,  

I’m sure you will agree that it has been lovely to see the sun shining so 

brightly this week- Spring is certainly here, just in time for the Easter 

celebrations. Long may it last! With it being a shorter week next week, 

this will be our last Spring newsletter of the term.  

 

We have had another action packed week here at St Benet’s. Year 4 had a wonderful day at 

Vindolanda and The Roman Army Museum on Tuesday. The children thoroughly enjoyed 

exploring the Roman ruins and learning Latin in the virtual classroom. Vindolanda is a great 

place for a family day out during the Easter holidays: check out www.vindolanda.com  

 

Year 1 thoroughly enjoyed themselves at the Infant Agility Festival on Wednesday too- a great 

event competing in some physical activities along with children from other schools. Speaking 

of sport, well done to the footballers who won all three of their games last night- fantastic! Miss 

Caulfield believes that it was the luck of the Irish which helped, with it being St Patrick’s Day 

and all! And a huge well done to all of the Year 5/6 children who have participated in the 

Cross Country activities the last few weekends;  super effort and enthusiasm from all. 

 

Many parents came along to the Phonics Family Learning session yesterday which was 

extremely well received. Mrs Bissell and Mrs Wealleans provided a detailed account of how 

you can help your child at home with their spelling, reading and phonics building. For any 

parents who could not attend due to work commitments, yet would like a copy of any 

handouts, please contact Mrs Bissell.  

 

Holy Week Liturgies 

This Sunday, as well as being Derby Day, is also Palm Sunday 

which marks the start of Holy Week; the most important week in 

the Church’s year. Please come along to one of our Holy Week 

liturgies next week, one held each morning (see opposite) where 

parents can walk around and reflect upon our five prayer 

stations set up in the hall and Caroline’s Library, with their child. 

This is a new format for Holy Week this year- emphasising that 

time during Lent for us to reflect, be still and dedicate some time 

to prayer. We also have a whole school Mass on Wednesday so I hope you can make it to 

one of our celebrations.  

 

Thank you for your kindness with the bottle donations for 

the summer fayre today. It is very much appreciated. 

 

Wishing you a lovely week ahead,  

 

Catherine Harper  

Head teacher 

  

Upcoming Events    

 

 

March 19 

Year 3 performing in a Ukulele concert at 

The Sage, 1.30pm 

 

March 21 

St Aidan’s Prayer Station, 9am 

 

March 22 

St Bede’s Prayer Station, 9am 

 

March 23 

Whole School Mass, 9.15am- Holy Week 

(please note that this is a change from 

the originally planned St Cuthbert’s 

Prayer Station).  

 

March 23 

FOSB Easter Disco (after school) 

 

March 24 

St Cuthbert’s & St Hilda’s Prayer Station, 

9.15- St Cuthbert’s House 

9.45- St Hilda’s House 

 

March 24 

Break up for Easter 

 

April 11 

Back to School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates Letter 

Summer diary dates 

were sent home 

yesterday with each 

child. If you do not 

have one, please ask 

for one in school or 

check the school 

website.  

http://www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk/
mailto:stbenets@durhamlearning.net
http://www.vindolanda.com/
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Gold Book Winners  

Miss Harper – Sophia Winship           

Miss Caulfield – Olivia Foster-Winship    Mr Rooney – Faith Pallister 

Mrs Bissell –   Phoebe Jackson            Miss Corrighan – Daniel Charlton 

Miss O’Sullivan – Summer Ogle-Grange  Mr McQueen- Kai Wilson 

Mrs Readman – William Bradley      Mrs Wealleans – Austin Lauder 

Mrs Donaghy – Sophie Davison       Mrs Hanley – Kaden Lee 

Mrs Malpass – Noah Martin             Mrs Lauder – Callum Simmons 

Mrs Rowley-     Taylor Shipley    Mrs Fleming- Kaitlin Mulcahy 

Mrs Brown – Emily Major                   Mrs Calvert- Leah Cummins 

Mrs Finley – Madeleine Nichol         Mrs O’Neill – Ciara Drady-Welsh 

Mrs Rutter- Luke Wilson                     Mr Kent- Imogen Husband 

Mrs Stone- Aaron Davison                Mrs Castledine – Jacob Wall 

   

 

 

 

 

Earth Hour 
On Saturday 19th March 
between 8.30pm and 9.30pm, 
it is Earth Hour 2016. As our 
Eco Warriors said in school 
yesterday, for this one hour 
perhaps we can join other 
countries around the world 
and turn all power, lights and 
electricity off in the hope of 
raising awareness about 
climate change and protecting 
our incredible planet.  

 
Cricket Board  
Holiday Camps 
For any children interested in 
Cricket, there is a 2 day 
course at the Hermitage 
Academy, Chester-le-Street 
aimed at both boys and girls 
in Years 4-8. This is 
happening on Wednesday 6th 
and Thursday 7th April. The 
coaching days will run from 
10.00am - 3.30pm and will 
cost £25 per day or £40 for 
both days. There is also a 
GIRLS ONLY course at the 
Emirates Cricket Ground 
aimed at girls between Years 
3-10 on Friday 8th April. This 
will cost £20 and run from 
9.30pm – 3.00pm.  

                  
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Statements to Live By                                             

This week’s Statement to Live By is… 

 

 ‘I try to keep going when things are difficult and not give up 

hope.’ 
Talk to your child about things that they find difficult. Emphasise that we all 

find things difficult at times. Perhaps there is a book you have at home that 

you could read to your child about someone who finds things difficult. 

How do they overcome these difficulties?  

 

Statements to Live By                                             

This week’s Statll around me!’  

 

Talk to your child about the world that we live in and all of the colours that 

we see every day in our environment.  


