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Autumn 2015 Newsletter 8 Friday 6th November  
 

St Benet’s RC Primary 
Ouston, Chester-le-Street, Durham, DH2 1QX 

www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk   0191 4105857 

twitter -@Stbenetsouston   email- stbenets@durhamlearning.net  

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Children,  

Welcome back to the second half of this Autumn term. I hope you all had a lovely break 

and are excited that it is only seven weeks till Christmas! Where has the year gone? It’s a 

busy, but fun time in school in the build up to Christmas and we have lots planned for the 

upcoming festivities. 

 

It was lovely to see so many parents in school on Monday and Tuesday for parent’s 

evenings. I’m sure you would have all been impressed by your child’s effort so far this 

year. Parent questionnaire feedback forms were handed out those nights. If you didn’t 

obtain one please pop into school for a copy or you will find it on our school website, 

under the news section. Just a reminder that we will be holding an information night for 

parents about the new assessment levels on Thursday 19th November, 5pm. Please come 

along if you are interested or intrigued as to how assessment in schools has changed 

lately.  

 

Our Year 4 celebrated a wonderful Mass on Wednesday about being brave, thank you 

to Mrs Rutter and the children for leading us in this liturgy. Year 6 enjoyed a day out at 

the Safety Carousel yesterday- reflecting on the many ways that we can stay safe in the 

event of a fire, internet safety, crossing roads, stranger danger etc. 

 

Speaking of staying safe, it was Bonfire Night last night and I know that some of our 

children are watching fireworks this weekend. Chester-le-Street Cricket Club have a 

fireworks display on Sunday at 6pm. Adults £4 and Children/OAPs £2.  

 

Wishing you all a lovely weekend,  

 

Catherine Harper  

Head Teacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

November 10  

Years 1/2 FLU Jabs 

 

  November 11  

Whole School Remembrance Mass, led 

by Year 6, 9.15am 

 

November 11  

Friends of St Benet’s Meeting, 6pm- 

please come along if you would like to 

support our fantastic friends- this is a 

great way to get involved in the life of the 

school. Everyone is welcome!   

 

November 20  

Youth Friday 

 

November 20  

Year 6’s Collective Worship- about Youth 

Friday, 3pm, Hall 

 

November 23 – November 27 

Other Faiths Week- Judaism 

 

November 24  

Year 3’s trip to the Jewish Synagogue 

 

November 25  

Year 1’s Mass, 9.15am, Hall 

 

November 27  

Year 2’s Collective Worship, 3pm, Hall 

 

November 28  

Choir Singing at Beamish, 10am (TBC) 

 

November 29  

First Sunday in Advent 

 

November 30  

Year 6’s Tag Rugby Event (which was 

postponed earlier this term)  

 

 

 

 

 

Statements to Live By                                

This week’s Statement to Live By is… 

 ‘I understand that rights match responsibilities’  

Ask the children what their rights as children are and what responsibilities they 

hold. Maybe they could have an extra responsibility this weekend - the 

washing up, clean dad’s car, tidy their own bedrooms!  

http://www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk/
mailto:stbenets@durhamlearning.net
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 Parking  

I appreciate that parking facilities are limited for parents dropping and picking 

their children up for school, however please can we work together to make 

drop offs and pickups as smooth as possible. Just a reminder that the yellow 

zig zag lines outside of school are to remain clear at all times, this includes 

dropping children off for school on a morning. It has also been drawn to our 

attention by the police that some parking issues at the school have been 

discussed on facebook. The police have requested that any further parking 

problems should be reported to the local police. If you wish to discuss this 

further, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

Christmas Events/ December Dates to Remember: 

 Friday 4th - Christmas Craft Afternoon, 2pm 

 Friday 4th - Friends of St Benet’s Christmas Family Night (TBC) 

 Tuesday 8th – Years 1/2 Christmas Play, 2pm and 6pm 

 Wednesday 9th - Nursery/Reception Christmas Play, 10am and 2pm 

 Thursday 10th - Years 3-6 Christmas Play, 2pm and 6pm 

 Friday 11th - Christmas Pantomime trip (Years 1-6), Aladdin at the Tyne 

Theatre 

 Monday 14th - Years 1/2 Christmas Party 

 Tuesday 15th - Years 3-6 Christmas Party 

 Wednesday 16th - Nursery/Reception Christmas Party 

 Friday 18th – Christmas Jumper Day (all children can come to school 

dressed in non-uniform and a Christmas Jumper/t-shirt/outfit for a 

suggested donation of £1. All funds go to Save the Children) 

 Friday 18th- Carol Service, 1pm 

 Friday 18th – Break up for Christmas 

 

 

Missing Library Books 
 

We have 49 Library books 
missing from Caroline’s 

Library. I am sure you will 
agree that this is a 

substantial amount and we 
value everything that 

Caroline’s Library offers us, 
especially books. Please 

can you make sure that your 
child returns library books to 
school every week. Library 

days are as follows: 
 

Monday – Reception/Year 1 
Wednesday- Years 2- 6 

 

 
 

School Contracts 

We handed out some school 
contracts lately on purple 
paper and a lot have been 
returned. Please can any 

other contracts be signed by 
parents and children and 
returned to school. Thank 

you! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Gold Book Winners  

Miss Harper – Oliver Dodd  Mrs Wealleans – Maria McGee 

Miss Caulfield – Melody Brooks Miss O’Sullivan – Steven Davison 

Mrs Bissell – Gabriel Eccleston     Miss Corrighan – Yvie Ash 

Mrs Fleming – Theo Thompson  Mr Rooney – George McMurray 

Mrs Rutter – Fletcher Coxon          Mrs Rowley – Alex Coulson 

Mrs Tallentire – Sophie Hazon Mrs Donaghy – Madeleine Wilson 

Mr McQueen – Abby Elliott  Mrs Malpass – Olivia Burgess 

Mrs Lauder – Lois Husband  Mrs Stone – Billy Bell 

Mrs Hanley – Kaden Lee  Mrs Brown – Ella Smith-Mitchell 

Mrs O’Neill – William Bradley Mrs Readman – Emily McMurray 

Mrs Finley – Katie Armstrong Mrs Calvert – Jimmy Simcox 
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