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Spring 2017 Newsletter 7              Friday 10th March 
 

St Benet’s RC 

Primary School 
Ouston, Chester-le-Street, Durham, DH2 1QX  

www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk   0191 4105857 

twitter -@Stbenetsouston   email- stbenets@durhamlearning.net  

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Children,  

Books, Books and More Books! 

Thank you to everyone who came to our book fair this 

week. It was great to see the library so busy with children 

and adults buying books. We shall let you know the grand 

total next week! 

 

Lenten Almsgiving 

Starting next Friday we shall be having a ‘Fundraising Friday’ for the next four Fridays during 

this time of Lent. We are therefore asking children again to support St Cuthbert’s Care by 

donating to school as many 5ps as possible as part of the 5p challenge! 5ps can be brought 

into school on a Friday please and placed into a money tin in each classroom. On the last 

day of term, all 5ps will be counted. The class with the most 5ps shall receive a prize. Thank 

you in advance for any support!  

 

Exciting News – Playground Equipment and Early Years’ Outdoor Area 

Thanks to one of our governors, Mrs Anderson and Miss Caulfield we have secured funding 

as well as a heavy contribution from the Friends of St Benet’s we have secured funding to 

update our playground and school field with some extra playground equipment. We are 

expecting our new playground project to start in April/May so we will have some lovely new 

playground equipment for our children to use in the Summer term. New equipment includes 

a lumberjack ladder (wooden maze track, an addition to the current trim trail outside), a 

stage, some outdoor gym equipment, sensory objects such as conga drums, finger mazes, 

chimes and a story teller’s chair and wooden seating/stools which will accommodate a class 

of children. 

 

Our Early Years’ Outdoor area shall also see a bit of a 

makeover in the Summer term with a new wooden tower 

outside the Red Room, a stage outside the Yellow Room 

and some new surfacing.  

 

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend, 

 

Kind regards 

 

Catherine Harper 

Head teacher 

Upcoming Events  

Monday 13th March- Friday 17th March- 

CREATIVE WEEK IN SCHOOL 

Thursday 16th March- Safety Carousel 

Year 6 Trip (out of school all day) at 

Newton Aycliffe 

Thursday 16th March -Dance Festival for 

Y2/Y4 classes at the Gala Theatre (am) 

please can children in Years 2 and 4 

arrive in school for 8.40am 

Friday 17th March – Year 2 Worship, 

9.15am 

Friday 17th March- Y2/Y4 will perform 

their dances from the dance festival to 

the whole school and parents, after the 

Y2 collective worship (parents welcome 

to join us) 

Sunday 19th March- Feast of St Joseph, 

our parish saint 

Monday 20th March- Feast of St Cuthbert, 

one of our house saints 

Monday 20th March – Infant Agility 

Festival for Reception children (am) at 

Framwellgate Moor School. Children can 

come into school in their tracksuit 

bottoms with PE shorts underneath (if they 

wish) and their white PE t-shirt. They will 

also need a water bottle with them.  

Tuesday 21st March – NO Y6 SATS CLUB 

AFTER SCHOOL! Please note that this 

Tuesday club only has been cancelled 

due to staff training.  

Wednesday 22nd March- Year 6 Mass, 

9.15am 

Wednesday 22nd March – Mothers’ Day 

Lunch 

Friday 24th March- Mothers’ Day Liturgy. 

Everyone is welcome to attend, including 

all the special ladies in our lives. 

Monday 27th – Friday 31st March- Autism 

Awareness Week 
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Friends of St Benet’s Easter Activities  

Easter Disco- Thursday 6th April 

Nursery- Year 2: 3:45pm- 4:30pm £2.50 per ticket 

Year 3- Year 6: 4.45pm – 6.00pm £3 per ticket. 

Each ticket includes a fish finger sandwich bun and a 

drink. There will be a tuck-shop available too.            

Decorate an Egg/ Easter Bonnet Competition 

Children can decorate an egg or an Easter bonnet and bring it into school on 

Friday 7th April for a £1 to enter. There will be a first and second prize for each 

class and the house with the most entries, shall receive 100 house points. 

 

 

No dogs on school premises 

Please can I remind all parents 

and carers that dogs are not 

allowed anywhere on school 

premises. This means they 

shouldn’t be coming through 

the school gates including the 

staff car park gates for access 

to the Yellow Room. Dogs must 

wait at the other side of the 

school gates. Thank you. 

 

Absence from school 

If your child is ill and unable to 

come to school, please can 

you contact the school to let 

someone in the school office 

know before 9.00am.  

 

Dinner monies on ParentPay 

Please can you ensure that 

your payment for dinner 

money is up to date on 

ParentPay as there are a few 

parents who still owe dinner 

money. If anyone is having 

any problems accessing 

ParentPay, please contact the 

school office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold Book Winners                                                          

Miss Harper –Hayden Hopper                     Miss Caulfield- Sophie Hazon 

Mr Rooney -  Marley Jones                         Mrs O’Neill – Francesca Nichol                              

Miss Loughlin – Jessica Wall                       Miss O’Sullivan- Ella McCafferty  

Mrs Hanley- Oliver Reed                             Mrs Calvert- Amber Conway 

Mrs Rowley – Brandon Foster                      Mrs Malpass – Dylan Timothy   

Mrs Rutter – Max Carr                                  Mrs Bissell- Charlie Robertson 

Mrs Wealleans – Holly Rutherford              Mr McQueen – Sally Stockill  

Mrs Donaghy- Billy Anderson                    Mrs Tallentire- Cece Nichol 

Mrs Lauder- Leah Burrell                            Mrs Stone- Olivia Lavick 

Mrs Brown- Kaden Lee                               Miss Williamson- Lois Husband 

 

Statements to Live By                                             

This week’s Statement to Live By is… 

 

 ‘I try to keep going when things are difficult and not give up 

hope.’ 

Talk to your child about things that they find difficult. Emphasise that we all 

find things difficult at times. In this week’s worship, we talked about Jesus 

fasting for 40 days in the desert and related this to this week’s statement. 

How can we learn from Jesus?  

 

Statements to Live By                                             

This week’s Statll around me!’  

 

Talk to your child about the world that we live in and all of the colours that 

we see every day in our environment.  


