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Spring 2016 Newsletter 5                 Friday 5th February 
 

St Benet’s RC Primary 
Ouston, Chester-le-Street, Durham, DH2 1QX 

www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk   0191 4105857 

twitter -@Stbenetsouston   email- stbenets@durhamlearning.net  

Dear Parents, Carers and Children,  

On Monday 8th February, we will be joined by some visitors who are coming to school to help 

us enjoy Chinese New Year which shall be celebrated over the 

next few days. This will be a great opportunity for our children to 

learn and participate in some Chinese traditions. 

Wednesday 10th February will be Ash Wednesday, the start of 

Lent. Our Lenten journey will begin in school on Wednesday with 

Mass. Please come along and join us at Mass and as Father 

Duffy places the ashes on your forehead, reflect upon your own 

personal Lenten promise for the next few weeks. 

We break up for half term next Thursday 11th February which is also when DJ Stone and DJ 

Hanley shall be pumping up the hits at the Valentine’s Disco! The tickets are selling like hot 

cakes and shall continue to be sold next week. Just a reminder that Nursery parents must 

accompany their child during the disco and any older siblings of children in Nursery to Year 2 

are welcome to go to the first setting. I’m sure the Friends of St Benet’s would welcome any 

parent helpers during the disco too. 

Finally, a reminder for all parents of children in Years 5 and 6 – there is a SATS family learning 

session happening next Thursday morning. Miss Caulfield and Mrs Rowley shall be delivering 

the session with the hope of providing parents with greater detail about the new SATS tests 

introduced this year, as well as offering some ideas to support your child.  

As it is a shorter week next week, there shall be no newsletter. School returns after the holidays 

on Monday 22nd February. Wishing you a lovely weekend!  

Catherine Harper  

Head Teacher 

  

Upcoming Events    

 

 

February 8  

Chinese New Year creative day 

 

   February 9  

Bikeability for Year 6 

 

February 10  

Ash Wednesday- please join us as we 

start Lent, with a whole school Mass at 

9.15am 

 

   February 11  

SATS Family Learning Session, 9.15am- 

open to all parents in Years 5&6 

 

February 11  

Break up for Half Term  

 

February 22  

Back to School 

 

February 24  

Y2’s Mass, 9.15am 

 

   February 25 /26 

Gibside Trip for Year 4 

 

February 26 

Year 1’s Collective Worship- please note 

that Year 1 and Year 6 have swapped 

their collective worship dates 

 

February 29 / March 01 

Parent’s Evening 

 

   March 3  

WORLD BOOK DAY- all children can 

come to school dressed as a character 

from a book (see below) 

 

March 4 

Mother’s Day Liturgy – a liturgy held in 

school for all ladies in our lives. Please 

come along at 9.15am 

 

 

 

 

 

Carol Singing Superstars! 

Back in December, two of our 

Year 3 pupils, Isaac and Billy 

went Carol Singing. They raised 

over £35 and have used the 

money to buy a CAFOD world 

gift ‘Water for a Family’. What 

superstars, well done boys! 
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Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) 

Awareness and Support Session 

Mrs Calvert, our SENCO, shall be leading an evening session on 

Wednesday 16th March at 6pm, for any parents and carers who may like 

to come along and discuss SEND within school and beyond. We shall 

also be joined by our SEND governor, Mrs Bernie Davison, so please 

attend if you think this may be of interest to you.  

New Homework Policy  

A new homework policy shall be distributed to all parents and carers 

next week. Please look out for it!  

Gold Book Winners  

Miss Harper – Jessica Wall           

Miss Caulfield – Steven Davison        Mr Rooney – Isla Baker 

Mrs Bissell – Grace Drady-Welsh       Miss Corrighan – Millie Walsh 

Miss O’Sullivan – Tom Watson            Mrs Rutter- Alfie Lauder 

Mrs Rutter –  Alfie Lauder                Mrs Rowley – Alana Bramwell 

Mrs Tallentire – Katie Foster               Mrs Stone- Lucy Hindmarch 

Mrs Malpass – Lily Clark                     Mr McQueen- Ryley Noble 

Mrs Lauder – Callum Simmons          Mrs Readman – Olivia Kind 

Mrs Hanley – Aaron Huey        Mrs Brown – Jessica Carr 

Mrs Finley – Estelle Husband           Miss McManus- Katie Armstrong 

Mrs O’Neill – Ava Cottle                  Mr Kent – Faye Burnett 

   

 

 

 

 

Notes 
 
World Book Day 
On Thursday 3rd March we 
will be joining thousands of 
other schools and 
celebrating World Book 
Day. Children can come to 
school dressed as a 
character from a book and 
will complete some book 
activities in classes all day. 
It is such a fun day in 
school, I can’t wait to see 
your costumes this year! 
Also, keeping with the book 
theme, there will be a book 
fair in school the following 
week, starting on Monday 
7th March. This will be held 
in Caroline’s Library every 
night after school.  
 

Letters Home 
We get many parents 
informing us that they 
haven’t received letters or 
information about particular 
events in school. Please 
can I remind you to check 
your child’s bag regularly or 
ask your child if any letters 
have been sent home. All 
dates for upcoming events 
are added to the school 
website and date’s letters 
are sent home in advance. 
The Summer event’s letter 
shall be sent home after 
half term.  
 
 
 

 

 

Statements to Live By                                             

This week’s Statement to Live By is… 

 

 ‘I try to appreciate the beauty and the wonder 

 all around me!’  

 

Talk to your child about the world that we live in and all of the colours that 

we see every day in our environment.  

 

Statements to Live By                                             

This week’s Statll around me!’  

 

Talk to your child about the world that we live in and all of the colours that 

we see every day in our environment.  


