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Autumn 2016 Newsletter 4 Friday 30th September  
 

St Benet’s RC Primary 
Ouston, Chester-le-Street, Durham, DH2 1QX 

www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk   0191 4105857 

twitter -@Stbenetsouston   email- stbenets@durhamlearning.net  

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Children,  

Thank you to everyone who came along to our 

Macmillan Coffee Afternoon today and to those 

who donated cakes. We really appreciate all of 

your support to help us to fundraise for such a 

wonderful cause. Our families are very generous 

and we sincerely appreciate your kindness. Next 

Friday shall be the CAFOD Family Fast Day and as the theme is ‘Brighten Up this 

Harvest’ children can come to school in bright colours for a suggested donation of 

£1. All funds shall go to the CAFOD Harvest appeal. 

A huge thank you to all of you for returning your questionnaires about Religious 

Education so promptly. As you know, we greatly appreciate your feedback about 

what you feel are strengths in our school and what you think that we can improve. 

Just a reminder that our school website is full of information about the curriculum 

that we offer here at St Benet’s, including our RE scheme, Come and See. 

So make sure that you check it out by clicking on the Religious 

Education section of the website or Curriculum - http://www.st-

benets.durham.sch.uk/parents/our-curriculum/  

   Wishing you all a wonderful week ahead!  

   Catherine Harper 

Head teacher 

 

Upcoming Events 

Please see the date’s letter for other 

upcoming events! 

Tuesday 4th Oct- Child Pedestrian 

Training (am) – Years 3/4  

Wednesday 5th Oct -Year 4’s Mass, 

9.15am 

Friday 7th Oct- Year 2’s Collective 

Worship, 9.15am 

Friday 7th Oct- CAFOD Harvest Fast 

Day- come to school wearing bright 

colours as a way to fundraise for 

CAFOD’s Harvest Fast Day 

Friday 7th Oct -More Than Dance 

working with Year 4 All Day. Parents  

are invited to come to school to 

watch the dance performance at 

3pm.  

Monday 10th/11th Oct- Parents’ 

Evenings 

Wednesday 12th Oct- Harvest Mass 

with St Joseph’s Infants and Juniors at 

St Joseph’s Church, Birtley, 10am. 

Please come along and join us in our 

Mass.   

Wednesday 12th Oct- ‘A Play in a Day’ 

Year 5 performance. Year 5 shall be 

working with a theatre company and 

performing a play titled ‘A Walk 

Though History.’ Parents are invited to 

come and watch the performance in 

the school hall at 3pm.  

 

 

 

 

HOWTOWN Meeting 

The Y5/6 residential to 

Howtown is fast 

approaching! How 

exciting! A quick meeting 

for parents and children 

shall be held next    

Thursday 6th October at 

3:30pm in Caroline’s 

Library.  

More Than Dance 

Parent’s Invitation 

Don’t worry parents we are 

not asking you to come into 

school and dance! But Y4 

parents, please come along 

to watch our Y4s perform their 

‘more than dance’ 

performance on               

Friday 7th October at 3pm. 

http://www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk/
mailto:stbenets@durhamlearning.net
http://www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk/parents/our-curriculum/
http://www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk/parents/our-curriculum/
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Holidays during Term Time  

Please can I remind all parents that the government states that holidays should not be 

taken during term time. Thank you to all parents who complete the leave of absence 

request form when asking permission for holidays. However, only in very exceptional 

circumstances shall holidays or leave of absence be authorised. All other holiday 

requests that families make during term time shall be denied and will be marked in the 

register as unauthorised. A child with an attendance of 90% or less is viewed as a 

persistent absentee which can cause concerns, with school and the local authority. The 

national average for children’s school attendance is 96.1%. We appreciate that 

children do suffer illness throughout the year which does affect attendance rates, but 

other than illness and other exceptional circumstances, children should be in school 

every day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes 

St Leonard’s Open 
Evening 

The St Leonard’s open 
evening for Y5/6 children and 
parents shall be on Thursday 
6th October, starting at 7pm. I 
know that many of you are 
considering secondary 
school places for your child 
in Year 5, as well as Year 6 
so pop along and see what 
St Leonard’s has to offer.  

Friends of St Benet’s 

We are very lucky in our 
school to have such a 
successful and historical 
Friends group. It provides 
our children with many 
opportunities including the 
annual visit to the Christmas 
Pantomime and over the 
next year, we shall be 
expanding the range of 
playground equipment in the 
school playground and field. 
We live very busy lives these 
days, but if anyone is willing 
to come along to our next 
meeting and join our group, 
we would really appreciate it. 
The next meeting shall be 
held on Wednesday 12th 
October at 3:30pm. 
Children can stay in school 
whilst the meeting is 
happening, so come along 
and see what it is all about! 

 

 

 

 

Gold Book Winners                                                          

Miss Harper –Matthew Baines 

Mrs Hanley – Oliver Dodd                                    Miss Caulfield – Fionn Donnelly                                

Miss Loughlin – Alice Gowland                            Mrs Brown- Amelia Wall                                           

Mrs Rowley – Olivia Bosher                                  Mrs O’Neill- Faye Burnett 

Mrs Finley – Tommie Johnson                              Mrs Rutter –Niamh White 

Mr Rooney – Faye Burnett                                    Mrs Readman- Robyn Oakes 

Mrs Lauder- Isla Baker                                         Miss O’Sullivan – Jack Reay                         

Mrs Wealleans –Jack Balfour                              Mrs Tallentire- Dylan Timothy 

Mrs Bissell – Lucy Hindmarch                               Mrs Donaghy – Billy Anderson 

Mrs Calvert- Olivia Kind                                       Mrs Baxendale- Charlie Robertson 

Mr Kent – Matthew Hall                                        Mr McQueen – Joe Wilkinson 

 

Statements to Live By 

This week’s Statement to Live By is… 

‘I can say one good thing about myself’ 

Ask your child to tell you one good thing about themselves and explain why 

it makes them special.  

 


