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Spring 2016 Newsletter 4                 Friday 29th January 
 

St Benet’s RC Primary 
Ouston, Chester-le-Street, Durham, DH2 1QX 

www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk   0191 4105857 

twitter -@Stbenetsouston   email- stbenets@durhamlearning.net  

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Children,  

The end of January is here! Where has the time gone?! On Wednesday the children in 

Year 4 lead us in a beautiful Mass for the Holocaust Memorial. It was a very emotive and 

thought provoking service, thank you for sharing that with us. Year 2 lead us in a 

wonderful collective worship today, their singing and performing is outstanding!  

Reception to Year 6 children all participated in a creative lesson today in Caroline’s 

Library, lead by author Adam Bushnell. The library seemed to be full of attentive children 

with huge smiles on their faces. Remember to use such creative ideas in your writing boys 

and girls!  

The pre-ordered school lunches began this week and the system we 

have introduced has been a great success so far. Reception children 

have had their lunch first this week to prepare them for such a change 

with being the youngest children in the hall, however we will be going 

back to a rota system for classes next week. Please can we remind you 

that as it is a pre-ordered service now, if you have arranged for your 

child to be on packed lunch, they must remain on packed lunch until 

the next pre-order lunch menus are sent home.  

Next week we have the children’s individual school photos happening on Wednesday 

and Thursday. Our children always look super smart and I was commenting on their 

presentation during the week, particularly to the Year 5 children. Well done!  

Wishing you all a lovely week ahead, 

Catherine Harper  

Head Teacher  

  

Upcoming Events    

 

February 2  

Bikeability for Year 6 

 

   February 3 & 4 

School Photos (note that this date has 

changed from February 10 & 11) 

 

February 4 

Gibside Meeting for parents and 

children, 3.30pm 

 
February 5  

Reception’s Collective Worship, 3pm 

 

February 8  

Chinese New Year creative day 

 

 February 9  

Bikeability for Year 6 

 

February 10  

Ash Wednesday- please join us as we 

start Lent, with a whole school Mass at 

9.15am 

 

   February 11  

SATS Family Learning Session, 9.15am- 

open to all parents in Years 5&6 

 

February 11  

Break up for Half Term  

 

February 22  

Back to School 

 

February 24  

Y2’s Mass, 9.15am 

 

   February 25 /26 

Gibside Trip for Year 4 

 

February 11  

Year 6’s Collective Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of St Benet’s Valentine’s Disco 

Thursday 11th February, 

Nursery to Year 2 – 3.45pm-5.15pm 

Year 3-Year 6-   5.30pm- 7.00pm 

£3 Ticket including hot dog and a drink 

(on sale from Wednesday) 

 

Mother’s Day Liturgy 

Save the date 

Ladies! Please come 

along to our special 

liturgy on Friday 4th 

March at 9.15am 

that our children are 

leading for the 

special ladies in their 

life! Then enjoy a 

coffee and cake.  

 

http://www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk/
mailto:stbenets@durhamlearning.net


   

‘A happy and holy place of learning, and the centre of a thriving community’  Page 2 of 2 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of St Benet’s (FOSB) 

Thank you to everyone who completed the Friends of St Benet’s questionnaires. We 

fully appreciate your feedback and we are planning on developing the school 

playground by the end of the Summer term. We really want to recruit more parents 

to our Friends group and we would like to invite all parents to a FOSB coffee morning 

on Friday 11th March. Come and join us for a coffee and an informal chat to see 

how you may be able to support our lovely school with some great ideas. Moreover, 

the next Annual General Meeting of the Friends of St Benet’s will take place on 

Tuesday, 8th March at 5pm in school. The purpose of FOSB is to raise funds to provide 

our pupils with additional resources to those provided by the Local Educational 

Authority (LEA).  These could be classed as ‘luxuries’ – things that will enhance their 

education but to which the school budget will not stretch.   It is always good to have 

new members, either to attend monthly meetings or to serve on the committee.  The 

AGM is your opportunity to pledge your support and join us.   The nomination and 

election of officers (Chair, Treasurer and Secretary) will take place at the 

AGM.  Should you wish to be considered for nomination then please see Miss 

Harper.  

Gold Book Winners  

Miss Harper – Caitlyn Soulsby           

Miss Caulfield – Tom Watson             Mr Rooney – Martie Francis 

Mrs Bissell – Alfie Balfour                   Miss Corrighan – Zoe Freeman 

Miss O’Sullivan –Jessica Wall           Mrs Calvert- Kian Doherty      

Mrs Rutter –  Sam Watson            Mrs Rowley – Amber Conway 

Mrs Tallentire – Kaden Lee               Mrs Donaghy – Jack Kerr 

Mrs Malpass – Olivia Driver              Mr McQueen- Lewis Hume 

Mrs Lauder – Hayden Oakes           Mrs Readman – Maria McGee 

Mrs Hanley – Ben White                   Mrs Brown – Caleb Toomey 

Mrs Finley – Faith Pallister            Mrs Wealleans – Dominic Kandziora 

Miss Dunn- George Stewart        Miss McManus- Scarlett Robinson 

   

 

 

 

 

Notes 
Parking in the school 
grounds 
 
Please can I remind you 
that no parents should be 
parking in the staff car park 
for pickups and drop offs. 
This includes parents of 
children in the yellow room. 
Please remember that this 
is for health and safety 
reasons, the car park is not 
suitable for cars whilst 
children and parents are 
moving about- this can 
cause a serious accident. 
Thank you! 
 
ooVoo app 

 There have been 
some issues reported in the 
county by youngsters using 
the ooVoo app. Children 
and parents should be 
advised that the app is not 
suitable for children under 
the age of 13. We would 
like to remind parents to 
regularly check their 
children’s devices, discuss 
the use of social media 
apps with their children and 
to ensure parental controls 
are enabled on devices. 

 

 

Statements to Live By                                             

This week’s Statement to Live By is… 

 ‘I try to use words that make the world a better place!’  

 

Praise children for their use of everyday words such as please, thank you, 

you’re welcome etc and when they say something that sends a smile to 

others’ faces. 


