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Spring 2016 Newsletter 1                  Friday 8th January   
 

St Benet’s RC Primary 
Ouston, Chester-le-Street, Durham, DH2 1QX 

www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk   0191 4105857 

twitter -@Stbenetsouston   email- stbenets@durhamlearning.net  

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Children,  

Happy New Year! I hope 2016 brings a wealth of happiness, joy 

and success to all of our parents, governors, staff and children. It 

has been lovely to see the children back in school this week, all 

raring to go and excited for the new term, granted it has been a 

very wet week! Thank you to those who were able to attend our 

Epiphany Mass on Wednesday. Father Duffy was very pleased to 

return and our children and adults sang and read beautifully.  

It is the feast of St Benet next week and we will be celebrating 

with a whole school liturgy in school on Tuesday 12th January at 2.45pm (Nursery to Year 

6). Everyone is welcome to come along, so please join us in the school hall if you can. 

We would love to see you there. 

We warmly welcome Kaidence into our school community who has joined our Year 1 

class this week. We also welcome Miss Dunn and Miss McManus to our school who shall 

be with us this half term. Furthermore, we are very much looking forward to welcoming 

our new Nursery children into school next week. An additional nine children shall be 

joining either the red or yellow room.  

Wishing you a lovely week, 

Catherine Harper  

Head Teacher  

  

Upcoming Events    

 

   

January 12  

Feast of St Benet. There will be a special 

liturgy in the hall where everyone is 

welcome to attend from 2.45pm. 

 

January 13  

Year 1’s Mass, 9.15am 

 

January 15  

Year 5’s Collective Worship, 3pm 

 

   January 19  

Bikeability Training starts for Year 6 

       
January 20  

Year 6’s Mass, 9.15am 

 

January 22  

Year 3’s Collective Worship, 3pm 

 

   January 26  

Bikeability for Year 6 

 

  January 27  

Year 4’s Mass, 9.15am 

 

January 27  

Governor’s Meeting – if you would like to 

raise a point of discussion at the meeting, 

please contact our parent governors: Dr 

Chris Kettle or Mr Martin Cottle 

 

   January 26  

Year 2’s Collective Worship, 3pm 

 

Please see the calendar on the 

school website and the Spring term 

dates letter for additional dates 

(including the Summer term)  
 

 

 

 

 

School Lunches 
Thank you for returning the pre-order lunch menus back to school so promptly. We  

completely agree with all of the positive comments mentioned and know that this 

system will be far superior to the existing method- as parents you have the 

reassurance that your child is eating a meal of their choice, children shall be 

queueing less in the dinner hall and have more free time outside. Many schools 

around the county are using a pre-ordering system. As this term is very short and 

we are starting the pre-ordered meals on Monday 25th January, you were asked to 

select meals with your child for the full term. In future, you shall only be selecting 

meals on a half-termly basis. The menu choices have been selected by our catering 

company, Taylor Shaw, yet our cook, Mrs Lawson monitors the popularity of each 

choice, when deciding on new menus. Children and parents don’t need to 

remember what they are eating each day as dinner supervisors shall have a list and 

children shall be given a coloured wrist band to wear which will clearly and quickly 

indicate what meal choice they have chosen. 

 

http://www.st-benets.durham.sch.uk/
mailto:stbenets@durhamlearning.net
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PE Times 

PE Days and times have changed this term to ensure that coaching and other sport 

opportunities are given to each class. We encourage children to bring their PE kit into 

school on a Monday morning and leave it in school all week, where it shall be taken 

home on a Friday. Please see below for your child’s new PE days: 

Nursery- Monday morning, Thursday afternoon (no PE kit needed) 

Reception- Wednesday afternoon 

Year 1- Wednesday afternoon 

Year 2- Tuesday afternoon 

Year 3- Wednesday morning, Friday morning 

Year 4- Tuesday afternoon, Friday morning 

Year 5- Monday afternoon, Friday afternoon 

Year 6- Monday afternoon, Wednesday morning (swimming) 

 

 

Gold Book Winners  

Miss Harper – Caleb Toomey           

Miss Caulfield –Emily Major            Mr Rooney – Aran Huey 

Mrs Bissell – Kaidence Stobart                Miss Corrighan – Ethan Wray 

Miss O’Sullivan –Summer Ogle Grange   Mrs Calvert- Billy Bell      

Mrs Rutter – Louie Russell            Mrs Rowley – Scarlett Robinson 

Mrs Tallentire – Finley Pritchard       Mrs Donaghy – William Reed 

Mrs Malpass – Owen Baker              Mr McQueen- George Smith 

Mrs Lauder – George Bell               Mrs Stone – Olivia Carroll 

Mrs Hanley – Katie Murray     Mrs Brown – Dylan Soanes 

Mrs O’Neill – Isaac Smith                 Mr Kent – Ruaridh McEwan 

Mrs Finley – Owen Harland    Mrs Wealleans – Robyn Wall 

Mrs Readman – Amy Anderson     Miss McManus- Billy Bell 

Miss Dunn- Amy Whitefield 

 

 

 

 

Notes 

Change of Details 

It is vital that we have your 
correct contact details. If any 
addresses, mobile numbers 
etc or arrangements have 
changed, please can you 
inform the school office as 
soon as possible. 

Facebook  

Here at St Benet’s, we 
regularly promote the 
message of acceptable 
internet use and online safety 
to our children through various 
e-safety and internet 
awareness sessions and we 
know that this message is 
reiterated at home by 
yourselves too. If you, as a 
parent, have a concern or a 
school matter you would like 
to discuss, please can I ask 
you to make an appointment 
with either myself or a 
member of staff or 
communicate via email or 
telephone. Facebook is not 
the platform for this. Help us to 
continue to work together to 
spread the message of 
acceptable internet use to our 
children and instead of using 
social media, please contact 
the school directly and 
privately. Thank you.  

 

 

Statements to Live By                                             

This week’s Statement to Live By is… 

 ‘Simple things can make us happy’ 

Talk to your child about the gifts that we all have and the little things 

which make a difference- a smile, a hello, a helping hand.  


