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Head Teacher’s Message  
 

Dear Parents, Carers and Children,  

 

Welcome back to this new school year! I hope you have all had a wonderful summer holiday and enjoyed the break.  It 

has been lovely to hear about the adventures that our children have enjoyed over the Summer. A HUGE welcome to all 

new members of St Benet’s including new Reception and Nursery children and to Amy in Year 3. I would also like to 

welcome Miss Self, our Reception teacher, along with Mrs Davies, our Year 1 teacher, into our school community.  

 

Welcome Evening – Tuesday 10th September, 5pm 

Please remember to come along to the Welcome Evening that we are holding on Tuesday evening at 5pm (Years 1-6 

parents only). It is an opportunity for you to come into school, meet your child’s class teacher, learn about any class 

routines, any additional information about the upcoming year and ask your child’s class teacher any questions that you 

may have. We appreciate that some parents have children in more than one class but teachers will be there until 6pm 

so there will be more than enough time to visit each class.  We look forward to seeing you at 5pm on Tuesday evening.  

If you can’t attend, please see the class teacher for any relevant handouts. 

 

The Autumn term diary dates were sent home this week We are yet to confirm all Mass 

times for the term, however our Welcome Mass shall be on Monday 16th September at 9.15am. 

 

With good wishes, 

 

Catherine Harper 

Head teacher 

 

 

 
.  

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                             

Change of Details/Circumstances 

It is vital that we have your correct contact details. 

If any addresses, mobile numbers etc; or 

arrangements have changed, please can you inform 

the school office as soon as possible.  

Furthermore, if your working circumstances have 

changed and you are wondering if your child may 

be eligible for Free School Meals (including extra 

funding), please pop into the school office for more 

information. 

 

PE Timetable for Autumn 

Nursery- Tuesday pm/ Friday am 

Reception- Wednesday am 

Year 1- Wednesday pm 

Year 2- Wednesday pm 

Year 3- Swimming (Wednesday am)  

Year 4- Monday pm, Friday pm 

Year 5- Tuesday pm, Friday am 

Year 6- Monday pm, Friday am 
Year 1 and Year 3 shall also have a session of Relax Kids on a 

Thursday afternoon 
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Reception Welcome Liturgy- 

Change of Date to Friday 27th 

September 

Miss Self will be out of school at a training course 

on Friday 20th September, therefore we shall be 

moving the date of the Reception Liturgy to Friday 

27th September at 9.15am in the school hall. I 

apologise if this causes any inconvenience to 

Reception parents. We look forward to seeing you 

on Friday 27th September. Everyone is welcome to 

come along and meet our new Reception class   

School Uniform Praise  

Our children look so smart in their school uniforms at the start of this year. I know that uniform can be costly for 

parents so hopefully things won’t get lost if they have their names attached to garments. There is still a pile of lost 

property items of uniform in school, so please come and have a look if you think your child lost something last 

year. 

Just a reminder that children should NOT be wearing earrings for school for health and safety reasons. Also, 

extreme haircuts, including tramlines, are not part of the school uniform. Please consider this at your child’s next 

visit to the hairdressers. 

Thank you once again for supporting our school uniform policy. We love to see our children looking super smart! 

 

Shape Marking Changes/ Teacher Marking Update 

Using the children’s feedback from questionnaires as well as training days with staff, we have updated our school 

marking policy here at St Benet’s. Verbal feedback and support are the best forms of marking that a child can 

receive to move them on in their learning, so we shall be limiting the amount of written marking that we are now 

using in children’s books. In line with this policy, we have also updated our shape marking system, used in Years 1-

6. At the end of every piece of work, the children shall draw three shapes; a triangle (referring to the learning 

objective), a square (for effort) and a circle (for presentation). The children will give themselves a mark out of five 

for each area (1-5 scale), where they have self-assessed each piece of work. If a child writes a 1 underneath one of 

the shapes, they are letting their teacher know that they need more help; if they write a 5, they feel they need a 

challenge and they’ve done their very best. The teacher will then write numbers, giving their teacher judgement  

underneath the children’s numbers. Instead of marking each piece of work with written comments, teachers will 

make a note of any misconceptions, as well as achievements, and they shall be addressed at the start of the next 

lesson. Please see the shape marking posters around school or ask a member of staff if you would like some more 

information.  

 

After School Clubs 

Our After School Clubs shall begin on Monday 16th 

September. Please can all parents ensure that clubs are 

paid for on ParentPay. Thank You.   

 

Roald Dahl Day- Friday 13th September 

We shall also be celebrating Roald Dahl day on Friday 13th 

September. Children are welcome to bring their favourite 

Roald Dahl book into school on Thursday, as they will have 

many opportunities to read stories from this wonderful 

author. 
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September Right of the Month – Article 7 

 

Article 7: Children have the right to a name and a nationality.   

 
 
 

 

Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL) 

Parent Opportunity 

We shall shortly be working with OPAL, a 

programme which aims to create happier 

playtimes, design better play spaces and enable 

our children and staff to experience wonderful 

play. We shall be looking for a parent to join our 

OPAL team. This is an exciting initiative to be 

involved with so if anyone is interested and shall be 

available during the day (to attend team meetings), 

please contact Miss Harper. Many thanks  

 

Suggestions for Home Activities 

Talk to your child about why you 

chose their name. Did you have other 

choices? Look at the names of 

children from other countries around 

the world, are they similar or 

different to the name given to your 

child?  

Reading for Pleasure 

We were so impressed with the amount of children 

who achieved their Diamond Reading Level Award 

last year. The same reading initiatives will apply 

this year so let’s hope we can have lots of children 

receive a free book (of their choice) and achieve 

the Diamond Award this year. We want to ensure 

that your child enjoys reading and they don’t feel it 

is a ‘forced task’ so the junior children can read a 

book from home as opposed to one from school, if 

they prefer. We do ask that parents support us 

with encouraging their child to read each night as 

reading does have an impact on so much, not only 

their writing and vocabulary, but their overall 

window to the world too!  

There are a few phonics home reading books not 

returned by our current Year 2 class, particularly 

Stage 4, 5 and 6. Please can you have a look at 

home and return them if you find them. They are 

expensive to replace! Thank you  

 

 


