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Head Teacher’s Message  
 

Dear Parents, Carers and Children,  

 

Some of our Year 5/6 children are enjoying themselves in The Lake District this week- a full week of adventurous 

activities in one of William Wordsworth’s favourite spots, Howtown. The remainder of the Year 5/6 cohort had a 

fantastic time at Durham Cathedral yesterday extending their learning about our Northern Saints and enjoying some 

Environmental Art.   

 

Five weeks in and our children and staff are well and truly settled into this current school year now! With only a couple 

of weeks to go before half term, here is a reminder of some of the things coming up… 

 

World Mental Health Day- Thursday 10th October 2019 

On our mid- September newsletter, I mentioned that we shall be considering our and others’ emotional wellbeing on 

World Mental Health Day, which is this coming Thursday. This isn’t a fundraising activity, but a day to raise awareness, 

encouraging everyone to wear something yellow. A similar colour will suffice if nothing yellow can be found in your 

child’s wardrobe- please do not buy something new for this occasion. Thank you for joining the nation by identifying 

the importance of supporting mental health.  

 

Harvest Mass – CAFOD/ People’s Kitchen 

We were joined by Andy from CAFOD yesterday who came along to talk to us about the Harvest. Next Monday 14th 

October, we shall be joining our parish schools, St Joseph’s Infants and Juniors, at church for our Harvest Mass at 

10am. The theme of this CAFOD’s Harvest is ‘Brighten up the Harvest’ so children can come to school wearing bright 

colours that day. We are also fundraising for CAFOD (with a small donation of £1 or 50p) and The People’s Kitchen 

(with a tinned food item, coffee, tea sugar). We are kindly asking families to support either charity at this time. Thank 

you for sharing God’s love and our mission to ensure that every child has the right to food (article 24). Please join us at 

Mass on Monday, if you are available. Thank you   

 

Kindest regards, 

Catherine Harper 

Head teacher 

 

 

 
.  

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                             

Macmillan Coffee Afternoon Thank You! 

A huge thank you to everyone who donated cakes and treats and to those who came 

along to our Macmillan Coffee Afternoon on Friday 27th September. It was a lovely 

afternoon and we raised £443.26 for The Macmillan Cancer Charity. Well done everyone!  
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October Right of the Month – Article 14 

 

Article 14: Children have the right to practise their religion   

 

 
 

 

 

Suggestions for Home Activities 

We celebrated the Jewish Faith in 

Other Faiths Week last week in school. 

Talk to your children about what they 

can remember about the Jewish Faith 

and compare it with Christianity. The 

Hindu festival of Diwali is also 

coming up- research together about 

the ‘festival of lights.’ 

Some Upcoming Dates for October/November 
Wednesday 9th October – Music Day for Year 4 children 

Thursday 10th October- World Mental Health Day (children can wear something yellow for school) 

Friday 11th October- Year 3’s Collective Worship, 9.15am (Y3 classroom) 

Monday 14th October- Harvest Mass at 10am at St Joseph’s & Non-Uniform Day (bright colours) in exchange for a 

donation for CAFOD and/or a donation of tinned food, tea, coffee or sugar for The People’s Kitchen (see above) 

Wednesday 16th October- Music Day for Year 3 children 

Friday 18th October- Year 6’s Collective Worship, 9.15am (Y6 classroom) 

Monday 21st & Tuesday 22nd October- Parents’ Evenings 

Tuesday 22nd October- Year 4 Quicksticks Hockey festival at Maiden Castle (am)- rearranged date  

Wednesday 23rd October- Music Day for Year 2 children 

Thursday 24th October- History Super Learning Day in school (our children shall be historians for the day) 

Thursday 24th October- Children break up for Half Term 

Friday 25th October- Teacher Training Day/ INSET- school closed to children 

Monday 4th November- Back to School 

Tuesday 5th November- Year 3 Synagogue Trip (pm) 

Wednesday 6th November- Music Day for Year 1 (am) and Reception (pm) 

Thursday 7th November- Dogs Trust Day & Year 6 Police Junior Education Programme starts 

Monday 11th November- Remembrance Mass (now 10am with Father Mark in the school hall). Mass will be 

followed by a two minute silence at 11am as it is Remembrance Day 
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How can I support my child with their  

reading comprehension at home? 
You could try one or more of these activities at home with 

your child when you hear them read at home. 

 

Vocabulary 
Pick out two or three words from the text they 

have read and use the passage to discuss their 

meaning.  

Talk about other words that have the same 

meaning. 

 

Infer 
Discuss what the author is suggesting by 

including a phrase or word. See if they can 

spot something that is suggested but not said. 

 

Predict 
At the end of the chapter, encourage your 

child to make a prediction about what might 

happen next, based on what they know. 

 

Explain 
Pick an event from the chapter and 

encourage your child to explain the event in 

more detail and why they think it might be 

included. 

 

Retrieve 
See if your child can retrieve key information 

from the chapter you’ve read with them e.g. 

names/ details/ events 

 

Summarise 
AT the end of the chapter/pages – see if your 

child can sum up the key points of what they 

have just read aloud. 

 

Some great ways to 

help your child with 

reading at home!!! 

Parents Evening- Marking/Feedback 

Just a reminder in advance of the upcoming Parents’ Evenings, 

that staff have limited the amount of marking in children’s 

books from September. The children receive more verbal 

feedback than written feedback, which is much more effective.   

Single Use Plastic 

Pledge 

In the previous 

newsletter, I mentioned 

that we are trying to 

become more 

environmentally friendly 

in school and one way to 

do this is by reducing the 

amount of plastic that we 

use. We have signed the 

County Durham ‘Single 

Use Plastic Pledge’ which 

means that we shall be 

working to ensure that 

unnecessary use plastics 

are reduced and in time, 

ultimately eliminated 

across our school. Look 

out for our schools’ 

pledge on our Rights 

Respecting Display and 

any posters offering 

information to other 

businesses in County 

Durham.   
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