
 
‘A happy and holy place of learning 

and the centre of a thriving community 

 

SEND Information Report 
 

Welcome to our SEND Information Report, which is part of Durham County Council’s Local 

Offer for children and young people with Special Educational Needs. 

At St Benet’s RCVA Primary School, we are committed to the equal inclusion of all pupils in all 

areas of school life. We recognise the diverse and individual needs of all of our pupils and take into 

account the additional support required by those children with Special Educational Needs and 

Disabilities (SEND). 

There are now four broad areas of SEND, these are: 

o Communication and Interaction 

This area of need includes children with Autism Spectrum Condition and those with Speech, 

Language and Communication Needs 

 

o Cognition and Learning 

This includes children with Specific Learning Difficulties, Moderate Learning Difficulties, 

Severe Learning Difficulties and Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties 

o Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties 

This includes any pupils who have an emotional, social or mental health need that is 

impacting on their ability to learn 

o Sensory and/or Physical Difficulties. 

This area includes children with hearing impairment, visual impairment, multi-sensory 

impairment and physical difficulties. . 

 

School Admissions 
 

Here at St Benet’s we are a fully inclusive school and we endeavour to ensure that every single 

child in school will be supported and guided throughout school, from Nursery to Year 6. We are 

committed to meeting the needs of all children including those with Special Educational Needs and 

Disabilities. Children with Special Educational Needs are supported greatly during their time here 

as we want every single child to reach their utmost potential. If your child has an Education, Health 

Care Plan or an older Statement of SEND and you are considering St Benet’s as a school or Nursery 

of choice, please let us know so we can highlight to you what we can offer your child. We would 

ask parents to discuss the identified needs with the school prior to starting so that appropriate 



intervention and support can be planned and implemented. Advice from the LA or other agencies 

may be requested to ensure any the school can meet any needs appropriately. 

Full details of the admission arrangements can be found in the Primary and Secondary Admissions 

brochure produced by Durham County Council and further information can be found in the 

school Admissions Policy that can be found in the School Policies section of our website. 

 

 

 

 

Teaching and Learning 
 

Children with special educational needs and/or a disability have access to the curriculum links 

appropriate to their year group. Based on their need and any statement of special educational needs 

which may apply, some children will access the curriculum at a lower level. Maths and English 

subjects are tailored to the child’s ability. Here at St Benet’s we will endeavour to support every 

child regardless of their level of need.  All pupils follow the National Curriculum at a level and a 

pace that is appropriate to their abilities. At times and when it is felt appropriate, modifications to 

the curriculum may be implemented. In some classes, eg: Reception and Year 6, Maths and English 

lessons are taught in ability groups as extra teaching provision is available. This enables those 

children who require additional support to access the curriculum at their ability level and reinforce 

the basic skills that they need to be able to progress further. Moreover, those children who are 

performing above their age-related expectations also have the opportunity to thrive in Maths and 

English as they are challenged to achieve better than the expected standard. 

 

To successfully match pupil ability to the curriculum there are some actions we may take to achieve 

this: 

 Help all pupils achieve to the best of their abilities, despite any difficulty or disability they 

may have. 

 Ensure that teaching staff are aware of and sensitive to the needs of all pupils, teaching 

pupils in a way that is more appropriate to their needs. 

 Pupils to gain in confidence and improve their self-esteem. 

 To work in partnership with parents/ carers, pupils and relevant external agencies in order to 

provide for children’s special educational needs and disabilities. 

 To identify at the earliest opportunity, all children that need special consideration to support 

their needs (whether these are educational, social, physical or emotional) 

 To make suitable provision for children with SEND to fully develop their abilities, interests 

and aptitudes and gain maximum access to the curriculum. 

 Ensure that all children with SEND are fully included in all activities of the school in order 

to promote the highest levels of achievement. 

 To promote self-worth and enthusiasm by encouraging independence at all age and ability 

levels. 

 To give every child the entitlement to a sense of achievement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Teaching Interventions 
 

There are different levels of support offered and each type of support is dependent on the individual 

learning needs, and is intended to enable access to learning and overcome the barrier to learning 

identified. These levels can be explained as three waves of intervention 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

Wave 1 Quality First Teaching 

 

This is about what should be on offer for all children: the effective inclusion of all pupils in high-

quality everyday personalised teaching. This could include: 

 Differentiated and personalised work to meet pupils’ needs 

 High expectations which inspire, motivate and challenge pupils 

 Adapting teaching to respond to the strengths and needs of all pupils 

 Behaviour managed effectively to ensure a good and safe learning environment which 

promotes progress 

 Deploying support staff effectively. 

 

Wave 2 Interventions 

Where children need additional support they may be given some Wave 2 intervention to help them 

‘Catch Up’ with their peers or prevent a gap from appearing. Wave 2 interventions are often 

targeted at a group of pupils with similar needs. Intervention programmes such as The Power of 

Two , Lexia would be would be regarded as Wave 2 interventions. 

Wave 3 interventions 

 

If pupils continue to make inadequate progress, despite high-quality teaching targeted at their areas 

of weakness, the class teacher, with support from the SENCO, should assess whether a pupil has a 

significant learning difficulty, which may require highly- tailored interventions. This may include 

specialist or one to one provision. 

 

EHCP/Statement of Educational Need 

A very small number of children may require additional support, if the school support is not 

impacting on the child’s progress and this is still of significant concern, the school, after 

consultation with parents and other professionals, will request an Education, Health and Care Needs 

Assessment from the Local Authority. Parents can also request an EHC Needs Assessment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Types of SEND 
 

At St Benet’s RCVA Primary School, we have experience of supporting children and young people 

with a wide range of need including: 

o General learning Difficulties 

o Dyslexia 

o Dyspraxia (DCD) 

o Epilepsy 

o Autism 

o Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 

o Speech and Language Difficulties 

o Behavioural Difficulties 

o Social, emotional and mental health needs 

o Sensory needs 

o Selective Mutism 

o Other medical needs including nut allergy, Cancer and Diabetes. 

The school provides data on the levels and types of need to the Local Authority through the school 

census.   

  

Need Total 

Communication and Interaction 29% 

Social, Emotional and Mental Health 29% 

Cognition and Learning 29% 

Sensory and/or Physical 13% 

 

 

Identification and Assessment of children with SEND 
 

Any children whom we feel may require extra support to achieve their potential or remove any 

barriers to learning are quickly identified and appropriate support implemented. Any extra support 

that is required is discussed with the child and their parents. If it is felt appropriate, the class teacher 

may involve the SENCO who in turn may seek advice from outside agencies. 

At St Benet’s RCVA Primary School, we follow a graduated support approach which is called 

“Assess, Plan, Do, Review”. 

This means that we will: 

 Assess a child’s special educational needs 

 Plan the provision to meet your child’s aspirations and agreed outcomes 

 Do put the provision in place to meet those outcomes 

 Review the support and progress 

 



 

1. Assess 

The class teacher, working with the SENCO, will identify the pupil’s needs. Where appropriate, 

professionals will help to inform the assessment. Parents will be asked to contribute to the 

assessment. 

2. Plan 

Parents will be formally notified about any initial concerns during a consultation meeting and will 

be involved in in subsequent meetings to discuss the progress their child has made. Interventions 

will be recorded on the school provision map and targets set on the child’s Support Plan 

3. Do 

The class teacher will remain responsible for working with the pupil on a daily basis and retain 

responsibility for their progress and outcomes. The class or subject teacher will plan and assess the 

impact of support and interventions with any teaching assistants or specialist staff involved. The 

SENCO will support the above. 

4. Review 

The effectiveness of the support and interventions and their impact on the pupil’s progress will be 

reviewed on the agreed date. Reviews will be held with parents at least three times per year. The 

class teacher, working with the SENCO if needed, will revise the support in light of the pupil’s 

progress. If a pupil does not make expected progress over a sustained period of time school will 

consider involving specialists. 

 

Finance 

Our school budget allocation is agreed between the school and the local authority. Additional 

funding allocated for the provision of children for SEND is used to employ support assistants to 

work with children according to their needs. This may be on a 1-1 basis (if a child has an Education, 

Health Care Plan or a Statement of SEND) or support within the classroom. The bulk of Pupil 

Premium grant is used to finance additional teaching assistants who can support those children who 

are eligible, as well as children who are currently on our SEND register. 

Other funding allocated for the provision of SEND is used to purchase resources to cater for 

children’s needs. For example; sensory toys, writing slops, coloured exercise books and social 

awareness programmes. At times, depending on children’s needs, St Benet’s will buy into a Service 

Level Agreement (SLA) with Speech and Language Therapy who will deliver support sessions with 

children to enhance their development. The funding is also used for training purposes- some in-

house training with specialised services from the ASD team, ADHD team, Behaviour team, 

Dyslexia Institute to keep staff updated with effective strategies to support children with SEND. 

For those pupils with high needs and who receive additional funding from the Local Authority, 

costed provision maps are created with detailed evidence of the types of support and interventions 

provided in school. This builds a portfolio of the progress each child makes and additional funding 

and financial support can be applied for from the Local Authority through an Education and Health 

Care Plan. 



The class teacher, teaching assistants, SENCO and leadership team monitor the progress of pupils 

with SEND, in order to evaluate the effectiveness of the support and interventions being delivered. 

Progress reports are shared with parents at termly review meetings or earlier if deemed necessary by 

the class teacher or parent. 

 

Transition 

Transition is a part of life for all learners, whether it is moving to a new class, key stage or to a new 

school. We recognise that moving on can be difficult for children, especially for those with SEND. 

Consequently, we work closely with parents/carers, children, staff, agency workers and specialist 

transition workers to ensure transitions work as smoothly as possible. 

Planning for transitions within school will take place in the summer term review meetings. We 

begin consideration of transition for SEND children as early as the summer term of Y5 to ensure 

adequate time for planning and preparation. 

During Y6, information agreed with parents/carers will be shared with the Transition worker and 

SENCO of the receiving school. This information will outline the needs and support that has proved 

effective. Children visit their new school during the summer term of Y6; extra days/visits are 

arranged if we will it is helpful for some children. Staff from the secondary school also visit the 

children here. 

When moving classes in school: 

 Transition from each year group within school is supported so that the children have met 

with their new teachers and are familiar with the new classroom environment and 

organisation 

 Information will be passed on to the new class teacher in advance and in most cases, a 

planning meeting will take place with the new teacher. All Pupil Profiles / EHCP will be 

shared with the new teacher 

 Information and Pupil Profiles will be shared to ensure continued learning 

 He/she will meet the teacher 

 You will be invited to meet with the new teacher before or soon after the move takes place. 

 All classes take part in ‘swap up sessions’. This allows children to spend time with their new 

class and class teacher, before September. SEND children have additional times in their new 

classes, to reduce any concerns they have regarding the change. 

When transitioning to secondary school. 

 When a secondary school has been allocated to the child, parents are fully involved and 

consulted at all stages of the transition process 

 If it is felt appropriate, secondary school colleagues will attend Annual Reviews to meet the 

current class teacher, parents and most importantly the pupil.  

 Children moving to secondary school will visit their new school on several occasions and in 

many cases staff from the new school will visit your child in this school 

 Your child will do focused learning about aspects of transition to support their 

understanding of the changes ahead 

 



 

Agencies and Partnerships 

The school enjoys good working relationships with a wide range of people who provide services to 

children with SEND and their families, particularly when a child is demonstrating further cause for 

concern or their learning need is more complex and persistent. 

The external specialists may: 

 Act in an advisory capacity 

 Extend expertise of school staff 

 Provide additional assessment 

 Support a child directly 

 Suggest statutory assessment is advisable 

 Consult with all parties involved with the child 

Contact the SENCO 
 

At St Benet’s we have a dedicated Special Needs and Disability Co-ordinator (SENCO). Mrs 

Calvert is an experienced teacher and qualified SECNO. She has been working at St Benet’s since 

September 2000. She has experience of teaching in both Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 and has an 

excellent understanding of the Foundation Stage. 

The role of the SENCO in our school is to support all families and children throughout their time 

here, to ensure that all children can achieve their full potential and have a happy and holy time at St 

Benet’s. 

It is the SENCO’s job to: 

1. Oversee the day-to-day operation of the school’s SEND policy 

2. Liaise with the relevant Designated Teacher where a looked after pupil has SEND 

3. Advise teachers on using a graduated approach to providing SEND support 

4. Advise on the deployment of the school’s delegated budget and other resources to meet the 

pupil’s needs effectively 

5. Liaise with parents/carers of pupils with SEND 

6. Liaise with and be a key point of contact for external agencies 

7. Ensure that the school keeps the records of all SEND pupils up to date 

8. Work with the head teacher and school governors to ensure that the school meets its 

responsibilities with regard to reasonable adjustments and access arrangements 

Compliments and Complaints 
 

The education and safety of our children is at the centre of everything we do here at St Benet’s. We 

welcome compliments and positive feedback at any time and they can be delivered in person, 

written or via the comments section on our school website. 

We take complaints extremely seriously and aim to deal with any disagreement as quickly and 

efficiently as possible. Additional information regarding complaints can be found in our School 

Complaints Policy 



 

This information report was written and updated by Mrs D Calvert (SENCO) in December 2016.  


